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PR E F A C .J£. 



TT has been the opinion of many perfons of great 
'' fenfe and learning, that the knowledge of a God, 
as well as ibme other felf->evident and uncontcfted no» 
tioosy is born with us, and extils antecedent to any 
perception or operation of the mind* They expiefs 
tfaemi^Wes on this fubjc£b in metaphorical terms, alto* 
gether unbecoming philofophical and judicious enqui* 
ries* while they aifert, that the knowledge of a God is 
interwoven with our conditution, that it is written, cn« 
graven, (lampt, and imprimed in clear.and difcernible 
cbara^ers on tlu: heart ; in which manner of fpeeclv 
Cliey affej£t to* follow tiie great orator of the Romans. 

By tltefe unartful phrafes they can mean nothing but 
this, that the propoikion, There is a God, is adually 
exident in tlie miod, as foon as the mind has its bc« 
ing; and is not at iirll acc|,uired, tlwogh it may He 
a^erwards confirmed, by any a^ of reafon, by anv 
argument or demon^ration. I mud confefs my inabi* 
lity to conceive this inbred knowledge, tlicfc original 
independent ideas, that owe not their being to the opc* 
ration of the undcrftanding, but are, 1 know not how, ^ 
congenitcand co-exi!lent with it. 
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For bow a man can be faid to have knowledge be- 
fore he knows, how ideas can exift in the n>!nd with- 
out and before perception, I mufl own is too difEcnlt 
for me t^ comprehend. That a man is horn witk a 
faculty or capacity to know, though as yet without 
any a£lual knowledge ; and that, as the eye has a na- 
tive difpofition and aptitude to perceive the light, wBeii> 
fitly offered, though as yet it never exercifed any aft 
cf vifion, and had no innate iraages in the womb; f*. 
the mind is endued with a power and facuky to know 
and perceive the truth oi this proportion, Timbre is a* 
GOD> as foon as it ihall be reprefeht«d to it; airtUs i* 
clear and intelligible j but any thing more is, as I hare 
faid, above my reach. In this opinioq, which I hadj 
many years ago entertained, 1 was afterwarcH' com* 
firmed by the famous author of tlic Eflay of HuRiaW 
Undcrftanding. Nor can 1 fee, that by this- do&ntio 
the argument for the exigence of a Beity^ drawn fn»» 
the general aflfcnt of all nations (excepting perfaap» 
fbme few^ who are fo barbarous that they approsudi 
very near the condition of brute animals), is. at all in- 
validated. For fuppoTmg tliere is no inbred. know«> 
ledge of a God ; yet if mankind generally aflTent toit^ 
whether thehr belief proceeds from their reffeftion on 
themfelves, or on the vifible creation about theb, it 
will be certainly true,, that the exiftence of a Deity car- 
- ties with it the cleareft and moft uncontrolable evi- 
dence ; fmCe mankind fo readily and fo.univerfally per- 
ceive and embrace it. It deferves confideration^ 
that S:. Paul upon this argunjem does not appeal tt> 

the 
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the light within, or to any chara6^ers of the pivine Be- j 
iog originaUy engraven on the heart, but deduces the 
caufe from the effe£b, and from the creation infers tlie I 
Creator. 

It is very probable that thofe who believe an innate 
.ide^ of a Divine Being, un produced by any operation 
•of the Blind, were led by this to anotiier opinion, 
namely, that diere never was in the worhi a real Athcill: 
.-unbelief and fpeculation, how many foe ver there n:iiy 
JbxfC been in life and pra£Uce. But, upon due exanii- 
aatioci, this opinion, 1 imagine, ^ill not abide the ud^ 
^vhtch I (hall endeavour to make evident. 

But, before I enter upon this fuhje£t, it fcems proper 

■to take notice of the apology, which feveral peifons of 

.^great leaming4ind candour have made for many famous 

men, and .great phiiofophers, unjuflly accufttd of 

. impiety. 

Whoever ihall fet about to mend the world, atid :re- 
form men's notions, as well as their manners, will cer- 
tainly be the mark of much fcandal and reproach ; and 
will effe£hially be convinced, that it is too pofTiGle the 
^greateft Jovers and benefactors of mankind may be 
, reprefented by the multitude, whofe opinions tliey 

• contradid, as the worA of men. The hardy under- 
takers, who expreis their ^zeal to re6lify the fentimcnts 

• -of a prejudiced people in matters of rctigion, who la- 
bour to«ftem the tide of popular error, and Arike at 

■ -^e foundations of any ancient, eftablifhed fuperilicion^ 

■ jnuft tliemfelves expe£t to be treated as pragmatical and 
infolent innovators, difturbers of the public peace, 

B 3 and 
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•tti t^6 M^^^^ enemies of religion. The obfen*ation of 
' ill ^gei coTi6rms this trath $ andt if any man who is 
"doubtful of it would try the experiment, 1 make no 
queftioa he will very foon be thoroughly convinced. 

It is no wonder, ilKrefore, t)iat Anaxagoras, though ^ 
lie was tlic firft phi!ofophcr who plainly aiTerted an , 
Eternal Mind by whofc power the world was made, fbr 
oppofin^ ihe-pdiiic worlhip at Athens, wlioie retinid 
V^'its wete plugged ift ti«c moft ftfnfclefs idolatry, and 
)Mirticularly ibr df nyingthe divinity of the Sun, fhould 
l«e cotidemDcd for irreUgioa, aod treafon agatnfl the 
Qoda { and ht heavily ^aed and baniflied the city. 
It is no wonder, after fo Iharp a perfccution of this 
zealous reformer, that Socrates, tlie next fuccetlor but 
vne to Auaxagoras, and the laft of the Ionic fcliool, for 
oppoiing their fcandalouii rabble of deities, and jiTcit- 
ingonc iJivine Hting, iliould b&condemned for AtheiTm, 
ahd put to dratli, by blind fupei l^ition and implacable 
bi^octf. ' 

Soioc bare been condemned by their antaeoni As ibr 

Irn^MCy^ who maintain pofitions, wiiicli thoTc from 

. whom tlicy dillent imagine have u tendency to the 

;'':«Mbeiicf of a Deity. J^ut this is a mani fell violation 

j^-Jufuce, as well as candour, to impute to anv man 

..|btf3i^Ntt Goniequenccs of his opinion, which he him-^ 

j^ ^^laims and dcteds, and who, if he faw the 

cooneyioo of iiis prip^iplcs with fuch conclufioas, 

would readily n;A9)l9CC them. No maa can be rca- 

.^yoibly Uiarged w^tU t^^^^ opinions than he owns; 

'^f^/iji^^JM^^ ^W 'Ot^rved in ^M^emical diicourlvs. 
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» wtll of tiieology as philofophy, many pcHbns had 
cfcaped thefe hard names, and terrible cenfures* which 
their angry antagoniih have thought fit to fix upon 
die». No one therefore is to foe reputed an Atheiil, 
or tn enemy to reKgion, upon the account of any er- 
roneous opinion^ from which another may 1)y a long 
chain of fequels draw that conclufion ; much lefs for 
holding any do^ines in philofophy, which the com- 
iKon people are not able to examine or comprehencfv 
who, wlten they meddle with fpeculations, of vAxich 
they are unqualified to judge, will be as apt to ccn- 
fare t philofopher for an. Athetft, as an aflronomer for 
a magicran, 

I tTOuld fain too in this place make fome apology 
£r>r the great numbers of loofe and vicious men, who' 
hvgh ft religion, and feem in their convcrfation to 
difdaiiii the belief of a Deity. I do not mean an apo- 
logy for their pra6licej but tlieir opinion. I hope? 
Aide Twhappy perfbns, at lead the greatcft part, who 
have given up the reins to their pail'ions and exorbitanc 
appetites, art, rather than Athcifh, a carclefs and (hi- 
pid fort of creatures, who, either out of a fuptne tcm< 
^per, or for fear of being liiihirbed with retnorfe in their 
mn warrantable enjoyments, never folK-rly conOdcr with 
tlifcmrelves, or cxcrcife their reafon on thingei of the 
higbeft importance; Thefe perfons never examine the 
arguments that enforce the belief of a Deity, and the 
obligations of religion : but take the word of their in- 
genious friemis, or fome atheillical pretender to pltilo* 
fophy« who aflw-cs xhcm tltere is no God, and titoFe*> 
B 4 {o:e 
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fore no rel^ion. And notwithftandbg all At}ieift» 
have leave given them by their principles to become 
libertines^ yet it is not true that all libertines are Athe- 
ids. Some plainly alTert their belief of a God; .and 
others, who ^eny liis exidence, .yet do not deny it upon 
any principles, any fcherae of philofophy whidi they 
have framed, and by which they account for the -ex- 
igence and duration of the world, in the beautiful 
order in which we fee it, without the aid of a Divine 
Eternal Mind. 

But there are two forts of men, wIk> without in- 
-juftice have been called Adieiftsj thofe who frankly 
and in plain terms have denied the being of a God; 
and thofe who, though they aflcned his being, denied 
thofe attributes and perfe6bions, which the idea of a 
God includes; and fo, while they acknowledged the 
namei fubverted the thing. Thefe are as real Atheifb 
as the former, but lefs fincere. If any man fhould. de- 
clare he believes a Deity, but affirms that tlus Deity is of 
human (hape, and not eternal ; that he derives bis be- 
ing hotti the fortuitous coocourfe and complicitioD of 
atokns I or, though he allowed him to be eternal, ihouU 
mainutn, that he ihewedino wifdom, defign, or pru* 
dence, in the formation, and no care or providence in 
the government, of the world j that lie never refle(6b on 
any thing exterior to his own being, nor interefts him* 
felf in human affairs; does not know, or does not. at- 
tend to, any of our a£lion$ : fuch a perfon is, indeed, 
and in cfte£t, as much an Atheifl as the former. For 
though he owns the appellation, yet liis defcription is 
"^ dcflru6live 
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^ciftrudive of the idea of a God. I do not affirm, thac 
the idea of a God implies the relation of a Creator 3 
%ut, fince in die demonfti ^on of the exigence of a God 
we argue from the effe£fc to the caufe, and proceed 
from the contemplation of the creature to the know- 
ledge -of the Creator, it is evident we cannot know there 
is a God« but we muft know him to be the Maker, 
■and, if the Maker, then the Governor and Benefa6^or of 
the world. Could there be a God, who is entirely 
yegardlefs ' of things without him, who is perfedly un- 
concerned with the diredkion and government of the 
world, is altogether indifrerent whether we worship 
or afiront .him, and is neither pleafed nor difpleafed 
with any of our a£^ions ; he would certainly to us be 
the fame as no God. The log in the fable would be 
altogether as venerable a Deity $ for if lie has no con- 
cern with us, it is plain we have none with him : if 
we are not fubje£k to any laws he has -made for us, we 
out never be obedient or difobedient, nor can we need 
forgvrenefs, or expe£t reward. If we are not the fub- 
jcds of his care and protection, we can owe him no 
lofc or gratituile 1 if he either does not hear or dif* 
segards our prayers, how impertinent is it to build 
temples, and to worflnp at his alurs ! In my opinion^ 
fuch notions of a Deity, which lay the axe to the root 
<if all religion, and make all the expreiTions of it idle 
and ridiculous s which deftroy the dillinCtion of good 
«nd bad, all morality of our' a£tions, and remove aH 
the grounds and reafons of fear of punifhmcnt, and 
bope of reward I will JufUy denominate a man an 

Athcift, 
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Atbeiil, though he ever To muck diTckims that igno- 
minious title. 

Thales the founder of the Ionic ichooU and the 
philofisi^hers who fucceeded him^ Anazimander, Anaxi* 
menesy Diogenes ApoUionates« Anaxag:oras, and Ar- 
dielausy are cenfured by Aridocle as difbelievers of a 
Deity ; the re^Ton he gives is, that thefe philofoplierv 
ki treating of the principles of the world, never intro- 
duce the Deity as the efficient caufe. But if it be 
confidered, tliat natural fcience was then in its infancy* 
and that thoTe primitive philofophers only undertook 
to account for tlie material principle out of which 
tlie world was made, which one aifertcd to be water, 
one fire, anotlier air; tlK>ugh this may prove that 
they formed but a lame and unfiniflicd fclieme of phi- 
lofophy, yet it does not evince, that they denied the 
being of a God, or that tiicy did not believe him to 
be the eQicient caufe of all things. It is indeed a con- 
vincing evidence that their philofophy was imperfe£^ 
as at iiril it 9>j(;lKt well l)e ; but from their filence or 
omiffi^n «f hiv>l in their fydems, when they defigned 
to treat only of |hf material caufes of things, it is un- 
reaiunable to affirm that they denied liis being : and it 
is certain Anaxagoras taught, that, befides matter, it 
V^as abfolutely uecclfavy to aifert a Divine Mind, the 
Contriver and MaJker of the world ; and for this religi- 
ous principle, as wan faid U^fore, he' was at Athens an 
iUttlirious conft:ir6r. 

Afier the death of Socrates, the Ionic fchool was 
U^ (Uvidcd into various Ufi^^ and philofophical par* 
tie&: ^f the Cyrecaic fchool> Theodorus and Dion 

BoiiflhenittSi 
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Sonfthcnites, were reputed Atheiflsy contemners of the 
Gods, and deriders of religion. Yet iince it does not 
appear, that they had formed any impious fcheroe of 
philofophy, or maintsuned their irreligion by any pre- 
^.tended principles of leafon, it is not improbable that 
thefe men were rather abandoned libertines, without 
confideration and reflection, than fpeculative and philo* 
ibp}itcal Atheids. 

The Italic fchool, to its gpreat difhonour, was more 
fertile- in impiety, and produced a greater number of 
thefe irreligious philofophers. The mailers, who fuc- 
•ceedc^ .their famous founder Pythagoras, foon degene- 
rated from his noi>le and pious principles, and not only 
eorrupttd tlie purity of his do^iine, but became down- 
right apoftates, renouncing the belief of a God, and 
fubvertiRg the foundations of religion. Leucippus, 
Xfemocritus, Diagoras, and Protagoras, were juiHy 
reckoned in this rank ; wlio alferted, that the world was 
made by the cafual combination of atoms, Mrithout any 
: mliftance or dire^ion of a Divine Mind. They taught 
tlieir followers this do^rine, fupportcd it with atgii- 
' inents, and fo were Atheifts on pretended principles of 
reafon. But among all tl^ ancient olnlurate Ath<;iftsy 
and inTcterate enemies of religion, no one feems mpre 
fmcere^ or itiore implacable, than Epicurus. 

And though this perfon was perhaps of as dull an 
underdanding, of as unrefined thought, and as little 
fagacity and penetration, as any man who was ever 
complimented witli the name of a philofophcr; ytt feve- 
ral ^reat wits^ and men of diftinguiihcd learning; in this 

lafl 
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i^ age, have been pleafcd to give the world hi^ ena> 

miums of his capacity and fuperior attainments. 

After a long night of ignorance had over%read tlie 
' face of Europe, many wife men, from a generous love 
;of truth, refolved to exercife their reafon, aod fr«e 

thqnfelves from prejudice, and a fervile veneration c^ 
. gre^t names, and prevailing authority; and, growing 

impatient of tyrannical impofitions, asivell in philofo- 
>>phy as religion, to their great honour, feparatcd both 
; from the church of Rome, and the fchool of Aridotle. 
JThefe patriots of the commonwealth of learning com- 
. )>ined to refotm the corruptions, and redrefs the grie^ 

vances, of philofophy ; to ^ull down tlte Peripatetic mo- 
. aarchy, and fet up a free and independent flate of fpt- 
'T'Cnce ; and, being fully convinced of the weaknefs aad 
,«unreafonablcnefs of Ariftotle's fyftem, which confifM 

chiefly of words without any determined meaning, and 
^•bf idle metaphylical definitions, of which many were 

falfe, and many unbtelHgible ; they in this cafe'h;id 
^■yecourfe to the Corpufcularian hypotheiis, and revived 

the obfolete and exploded fyfiem of Epicurus. 

Many of thefe noble leaders, who liad declar^e^ 
' agunft the Peripstetic ufurpation, and aflerted the 
Tights and liberties of human underflanding, called in 

tliis philofopher, for wane of a better, to depofe Artf- 

totle. And though a general revolution didnot^fol- 
. 'low, yet the defection from the prince of fcience, as 

he was once efteemed, was very great. When thefe 

-^ril reformers of Ariflotle's fchool had efpoufed the in- 
' tereA of Epicurus, and introduced his do6lnncs, that 
4 his 
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his hypotliefis might be received with the lefs oppofi- 
tion, they thought it neceflary to remove the ignomini- 
ous chani6^er of impiety, undcnwhich their philofophcr 
h«d long lain. And it is indeed- very natural for a man, 
who has embraced another's notions and principles/ to 
believe well of his mailer, and to Hand up in the de- 
htice of his reputation. The learned GafTendus is 
eminent i^ve all others for the warm zeal he had cx- 
preffed, a«d the great pains he has taken, to vindicate 
ihe honour of Epicurus, and cfcar his charadicr fwrk* 
the imputation of irreligion. 

* After the unhappy fate of Anaxagoras and the 
great SoenteSy it is no wonder that the philofophcrty 
who fucceeded, (hould grow more cautious in propa« 
gotiDg' their opinions, for fear of provoking the mt"*^ 
giftrate, and making themfelves olmoxious to die Uwi> 
€^ thnr country : and, if any had formed irreligious^ 
fehemesy it is to be fuppofed, they would take care to^ 
guard, as well as tl\ey couki, ag^nft the punifltmenc 
to- be inflided on all who denied the Gods, and deri- 
ded the eilabliflied worfhip. An Atheift caniot be 
foppofed to be fond of fuffering, wh^ pain and death ,> 
are what he chiefly abhors : and therefore Epicurus^ 
who, if Cicero and Plutarch knew his opinion, was a 
downriglit profefTed Atheifl, has not in terms denied^., 
but indeed aiTerted, the being oiF the Gods ; and fpeaks 
honourably of them, fo hr as regards the excellence 
of their nature, and their happinefs. But when he^ 
defcribes his Gods, and gives them a human face and. 
limbsi and fays they are neither incorporeal nor cor- 

poreaV 
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porealy but as it were coFporcai; while his ciicludes' 
tliem from any hand m making, or care m gi)iclii)f(- 
ami governingi- tlic world, and undertakes to fhew that 
all things were brought about by mere chance, wttU- 
QUt any help or dire^ion of the Gods, who are alto-^ 
gethcr unconcerned with human afiairsr and rcgardhft 
of our anions j he mu(V hiugh in himfelf, and be fup* 
pofed to have formed this ridiculous idea of a Divine 
Being met«]y to iTcape the character of an impious 
philofoplier. For tliough he owns the name of a Gody. 
by his defcription he intirely dedroys the Diviiie Nature.- 
Nor do I tluok, that Arillotle can be defended from 
the charge of Atheifm $ for while he affirms, that th« 
world as to its formation, as well as its progreilion and 
duration, is independent on the Gods, and owes no- 
thing to their power, wifdom, or providence, be utterly 
fubverts all pretence to religion and divine \iforikipy. 
and comes- at laft into the dregs* of the Epicurean 
fcheme : this, I believe, i have plainly proved in the 
following poem* 

As .to the modern Atheids, Vaninus, Hobl)es, and 
Spinofa ; I have fpuken of them in their turn, and fbali 
not anticipate what is faid hereafter. 

I have been determined to employ fome of my k-ifure 
liours in writing on this fubje£t, by the melancholy 
reflection I have often made on the growth of prophane« 
nefs, and tlie prevailing power of loofe and irreligiout 
principles in this nation. 

It is a mortifying confi deration to all who Im-c man- 
kind, and wif!i well to «heir country, that thi:> opinion 
has of lace ytais,. aiyovc the example of pa(\ aijcs, 
5 Iprcad 
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fpntiA kf coneiigiotts infkietoce fc far and wklc, that» 
.B0W9 emboldcDcd by th« power ami number of its 
a&rtort, k becomes infolent and f6nnidSible. Thofe 
impious maxims, wkicb a fmall pntf in the laft age, 
whcD jnftamed with wine, rented in private, are now 
tKe entertainment of the cofifee-houfe, publicly pro- 
ft(Mt and in many companies fpokenrof in cool blood, 
a» the orcHnary ful^je^s of converfation. 

All ages hare brought forth fome monftcrs, fome 
profeilbrt and patrons of iirreligion ; mongers in re- 
fpeA of their fcarcenefs> as well as deformity ; but the 
amazing abundance of thefe odious productions !s, I 
believe^ peculiar to this fertile age. 1 am apt to thinks 
thar.moft who were reckoned Atheifls in former reigns 
were rltther unbridled libertines, than^ irreligious in 
principle : but now we are fo inr advanced, that the- 
inii?6lion has feized the mind; the Atheiftin pra6lice 
is become one in fpecuktion, and- loofenefs of manneri 
improved to intellectual impiety. 

Many (which is withouc example) exprefs an ardenc 
leal for prophanenefs, art grown bigots in Atlt^ifnfr, 
•and with great induftry and application propagate thcrr 
principles, form parties, and concert mcafurt^ to carry 
on with vigour the caufe of trreliglon.. They cartTa, 
and are "very 'fond of, thofe who boldly declare f(;c 
impiety, and mock all -religion as cheat and- inipuf- 
ture. Thefe are wits, men of fcnfe, of birge and frcie 
thoughts, and cannot fail of lx:ing men in fafhion. 
And as the renegades and dcfcrters of f leaven, who 
rcnotincc their God for the favdur of men, and chufc 

to 
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to grow popular at the dearefl rate, are by many pro* 
te£ted and applauded ; fo there are places where a man, 
liut has the aidforance to own the belief of a Deity and- 
a future (late, would' be expofed and laughed out oF 
■countenance. Hence many are tempted to conceal 
their notions of relt^on, for fdar of blafting their r&» 
]putation» and of being negle^ed and defpifed by 
thofe from whofe favour they expe6h profit or pro* 
inotiom 

Immediately after the Redoratton, the people,, in** 
|X)xicated with the pleafures of peace^ and influenced' 
by the example of » loofe court, as well as from their 
great averfion to the^ former fanatical (bri^efs and 
^ fcrerity of ^converfation, which they detefled as hypo«- 
srifyt indulged thcmfelvcs in fcnfual liberties, and by 
degree^ funk deep into luxury and vice. Then it waft- 
that (bme irreligious men, taking advantage of this 
growing didblution of manners, began to propagate 
their deteflable notions, and fow the feeds of prophane-- 
jieft and impiety, which fprung up apace, and flouriih- 
cd in proportion to the growth of immorality. Thus 
vice and irreligion, mutually a(Iifting> each other, eXf- 
tended their power by daily encroadiments i and the 
iblid temper and firmnefs of mind, which the peopk 
•nee pofleiTed, being- flackcned and diflblved by the 
power of riot and forbidden pleafure, their judgement 
fbon became vitiated; which corruption of tafte ha» 
ever . ftnce gradually increafed, as the confederate 
powers of .vice and prophanenefs have fpread their in- 
ie£lioDj and gained upon religion. 

While 
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While lobfe principles and impious opinion) per- 
vert the judgment, a petulant humour that inclines 
men to give an air of levity and ridicule to all their 
difcourfesy and turn every tiling to minh and raillery » 
does in proportion get eround ; this being efteemed the 
moft fuccefsful method to weaken the power and autho- 
rity of religion in the minds of men. 

I would not here be underdood as if I condemned 
tlie qualifications of wit and pleafantry, but only tlie 
mifapplication of them. I ihall always retain a great 
value for ingenious men, provided they do not abufc 
and proftitute tlieir talents to the word purpofesj I 
mean the deriding all fobriety of manners, and turn- 
ing into jcft the principles which conditute our duty 
here, and alTure our happinefs hereafter. But can any 
man who reveres a God, and loves his country, (land 
by unconcerned, while loofe and prophane wits ihew 
fo much zeal and diligence in propagating maxims, 
which tend fo dire£^ly to the dishonour of the one, and 
the ruin of the other ? 

Should Atheifm and corruption of manners, thofe 
infeparable companions, which, as caufes and eflFe£^s» 
mutually introduce and fupport each other, prevail 
much farther; (hould impious notions in any age 
hereafter generally infe£l the higheft, as well as the 
inferior ranks of men { what confufion of affairs mud: 
enfue I It would be impoilible to find men of princi- 
ple to fill the places of trufl and honour, or patrons 
to promote them : merit would incapacitate and dif- 
qualify for the favour of great men, and a religious 
C chaia£ier 
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character would be an invincible obftru^kion to ad- 
vancement; there would he no pcrfons of rank.to.en^ 
courage men of worth, and bring ncgleftcd virtue in? 
to faihion. On the contrary, tlie contemners of hea- 
ven and deridcrs of piety would be carefTed, applaud- 
ed, and promoted ; the difpofers of preferment would 
confer all on thofe who embrace their opinions : and 
what a terrible temptation would this be to our youth, 
to accommodate their notions to thofe of the men in 
power, when they fhall fee that their favour is not 
otherwife to be procured ! 

Is it not highly probable that, in fuch an age, clubs 
and cabals would be formed of fcoffers and buffoons, 
to laugh religion out of countenance, and make the 
profeflbrs of it the obje£t of public fcorn and con- 
tempt ? 

Befides, it is natural to believe that Magiftrates in a 
commonwealth, generally compofed of Atheifts, would 
likewife proceed to violence, and perfccute thofe whom 
they could not perfuade to embrace their notions, as^ 
much as any kdk of religion has ever done. For it is 
not religion, but corrupted human nature, that puib^^S 
men on .to compuliive methods of obliging their ad- 
verfaries to renounce their own, and aflfcrt the opini- 
ons of men in power. It is from the faftious temper^ 
of a party, not the fpirit of piety, it is from pride and 
an impatience of contradiclion, or from lufl of domi- 
nion, or a violent defire of engrofling the places of 
honour and profit, that men endeavour, by cruel and 
coercive methods, to fiience their opponents, and fup« 

prefs 
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prefs their competitors. And if it will be allowed 
that human pailions will always exert themfelves with 
uniformity, and therefore dill produce the like efFefts 5 
if we may foretel what Atheifts when in power arc 
like to do, from what they have done, as far as they 
had ability $ we may be affured, when they do no« 
want power, they will never want a will to employ 
violence, to extinguifli the notions of piety^ and the 
hateful hercfy of religion. It would not be ftrangc 
if Athciilical teOs in fuch a flate of affairs iliould be 
formed and impofed, to keep men of dangerous prin- 
ciples out of all pods of power and profit ; and all 
that believed the being of a God, and the rewards and 
punifhments of another life, (liouki he looked on as 
difaffc6led to the govcrnmcnr, and liie diflurbers of the 
• public peace. 

And if fuch notions of impiety, and fuch a dege- 
nerate conftitution of manners, fhcHikl ever prevail in 
this unhappy nation, any man wiiliout the gift of pro- 
phefy, and, indeed, wi:h a very |iiodcrate penetration, 
may forefee, that the public will then be cxpofed to 
inevitable ruin. 

But before the intcrefts of virtue and rchgion are re- 
duced to fo deplorable a date, it is to be ho|^d this 
once wife and fober nation will awaken from its le- 
thargy; that, notwithftanding the prefcnt popularity 
of vice, levity, and impiety, it may one day recover its 
relifli of folid knowledge and real merit; ^hat buf- 
foons themfelves may one day be cxpofed, the laugh- 
ers in their turn become ridiculous^ and an Atheiflical 
C i " ■ fcoffcr 
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fcofi^er be as much out of credit, as a fober and rcli« 
gious man is at prefcnt : virtue, ferioufnefs, and a 
due reverence of facred and divine things, may revive 
among us; and it is the duty and interell of every 
man that loves his country, and wiihes well to man- 
kind, to make his utmod efforts to bring about fuch 
a happy revolution. This would the fooner be efFcft- 
cd, if the virtuous part bf ingenious men (for virtue 
has ftill a party) would not fupinely fland by, and fee the 
honour and intercft of religion expofed and infulred ; 
but, inftead of an abje6V, una£live defpondence, would 
unite their endeavours, with vigour and refoluiion, 
againft the common enemies of God and their coun- 
try. It is great pity, that in fo noble a caufe any 
Ihould fliovv fuch poornefs of fpirit, as to be aihamed 
of aflerting their religion, and ftemming the ti^e of 
impiety, for fear of becoming the entertainment of 
icoffing libertines. 

I know tlie gentlemen of Atheiftical notions pretend 
to refined parts, and pafs themfelves upon the world 
for wits of the firft rank : yet in debate they decline 
argument, and rather truft to the decifion of raillery. 
But if it were poflible for thcfe gentlemen to apply 
themfelves in good earned to the reafons alledged in 
proof of a Divine Being, in a manner that becomes an 
enquiry of fuch confequence, I fhould believe their 
convi6Vion were not to be defpaircd of. 

But there is little appearance that they will be ever 
prevailed on to confider this matter with deliberate 
and unprejudiced thought; and^ tliercfore, I am not 
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fo fanguine to think, that any arguments lean brings 
chough ever fo clear and demonflrative, are likely to 
make any imprellion upon a veteran Atbeift. I have 
neverthelefs thought it a feafonablc fervice to endea- 
vour to flop the contagion, and, as far as 1 am able, to 
preferve thofe who are not yet infcfted. 

I would entreat thefe to diftinguilh between raillery 
and argument, and not believe that mirth ought to 
determine in fo weighty a cafe; that they would no? 
ddmit of principles of the utmoft concern without ex-^ 
amination, and take impiety upon content) that 
they would appeal from the buflfoon and the mocker, 
to the impartial decifion of right reafon, and debate 
this matter with the gravity that becomes the impor- 
tance of the fubjeft. 

But, fmce the gentlemen who own no obligations of 
religion for the rule of behaviour, fet up in its (lead a 
fpurious principle, which they call honour, and a 
greatncfs of mind, that will not dcfccnd to a mean 
or bafe aftion j let them refle£i:, whether that term, 
as they ufe it, is not an empty found without any de- 
termined meaning. If honour lays a man under any 
obligation to perform or forbear any aftion, then, it is 
evident, honour is a law or rule, and the tranfgref- 
fion of it makes us guilty and obnoxious to punifh- 
ment : and if it be a law, it muft be the declaration of 
fome legiflator's will ; for this is the definition of a law 
that regulates the manners of a moral agent. Now, I 
aik a man of honour, who denies religion, what, or 
whofc law liC breaks, if he deviates from what he ima- 
- C 3 gines 
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gines' a point of honour ? It is plain there can be no 
tranfgrcfTion, where there is no law ; no irregularity^ 
where there is no rule ; nor can a man do a hafe or 
difhonourable thing, if he lies under no obligation to 
the contrary. Honour, therefore, abftra6led from the 
notion of religion, which enjoins it, is an idle chime- 
ra, which can have little power over any man that 
does not believe a Divine Legiflator, whofe authority 
muft enforce it» 

It is tl>e fame with friendfhip and gratitude, which 
arc principles that the Atheift will often commend. 
But how is any man bound to be grateful, or to be a 
friend ? Should he a6l a contrary parr, and be treache- 
rous and ungrateful, what guilt has he contrafted ? 
Has he offended againft any law ? or can he become 
guilty, without the breach of any ? If you fay he has 
broken any law, tell us the law, and by whom it 
was made. If the laws of the Supreme Being are fet 
afide, we can lie under no regulation, but have an un- 
bounded liberty over all our aiSlions j we may with- 
out the leafl fault or di (honour break our oaths, fub- 
vcrt the government, betray our friends, alTaffinate 
©ur parents ; in fhort, commit all kinds of the moll 
deteftable crimes without remorfe j for, not being 
controled by any obligation, we may do whatever 
our paflions or our interefts prompt us to, without 
being accountable to any tribunal for the leaft tranf- 
grcflion. 

If it be faid, we are obliged by the laws of our 
country j I anfwer, that as to the adlions we are fpeak- 
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ing of, fuch as a man of honour, a great and generous 
.mind, a friend, a grateful perfon, is fuppofed to think 
himfelf obliged to, thcfe are fuch as are not regulated 
by municipal laws, and therefore men are at liberty 
whether they will aft by what they call a principle of 
honour or not, and can juflly incur no cenrure or re- 
proach, ftiould they have no regard to that pompous 
•and founding word ; for. if their anions are not mo- 
rally determined, either by human or divine- laws, 
they may very juftly, and honourably too, a6l with 
unlimited freedom in tliefe matters. Befides, whoever 
believes himfelf free from the obligations of divine pre- 
cepts* cannot look on himfelf as bound by any human 
laws. He may indeed, from the apprehenfion of pu- 
nilhment, forbear an a6^ion thus forbidden, and it is 
his intcreft fo to do : but, if he thinks no divine au- 
thority makes it his duty to fubmit to the magiflrate* 
and obey the laws of his country, he is at liberty, as 
to any guilt, whether he will obey or no. If he ven- 
tures the punifliment, he cfcapes the fin. If an Aiheift 
fwears fidelity to his prince, what controling power 
is he under, which afFc£is the mind, not to betray him, 
if he think it fit and fafe to do it ^ If he lets his pa^ 
rents, or his patron, or his friend pcrifli, what iniquity 
' is he accountable for ? 

The exiftcnce of a God has been already cleared, 
and abundantly demonftrated, by many pious and learn- 
ed authors j whence this attempt may be cenfured as 
impertinent and unnccelfary. but all thofe excellent 
performances being writ in profe, and the greateil pare 
C 4 ,in 
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ia the learned languages, or at lead in a fcholaftic 
manner, are ill-accommodated to great numbers not of 
a learned education; and many who have mort 
knowledge, and greater genius, will not undergb 
tl>e trouble of reading and confidering the argu* 
ments expreiTed in a manner to them obfcure, dry^ and 
difagreeable. I have therefore formed a poem on this 
great and important fubje6):, that I might give in the 
advantages peculiar to poetry, and adapt it more to the 
general apprehenfion and capacity of mankind. The 
harmony of numbers engages many to read and retain 
what they would neglefl if written in profe j and I 
perfuade myfelf the Epicurean philofophy had not 
lived fo long, nor been fo much efteemcd, had it not 
been kept alive and propagated by the famous poem of 
Lucretius. 

I have chofen to dcmonftrate the exiftcnce of a God 
from the marks of wifdom, defign, ^contrivance, and 
the choice of ends and means, which appear in the uni- 
verfe. Out of the \arious arguments that evince the 
truth of this propofition, '* There is a God,'* I have fe- 
Ie£^ed this as the mod evident and intelligible. 

I may with reafon prefume, that I fhall not incur 
any cenfurc for not employing new arguments to prove 
the being of a God j none but what have been pro- 
duced before by many writers, even from the elded 
days of philofophy. It was never obje6led to Lucre- 
tius, thnt, in his applauded poem, he has not invented 
a new fyflem of philofophy, but only recited in poeti- 
cil numbers the ancient do6lrines of Dcmocritus and 
Epicurus. Nor can ic with reafon be fuppofcd, that 
5 the 
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die arguments by which he fupports their opinion* 
were not long before in the fchools of Greece. Nor 
have modem writers on this fubjeft invented, but pur- 
focd the demon ftration of a God, from the evident ap^ 
pearance of contrivance and wifdom in the vifi We world> 
which they have done with more clearnefs and flrength; 
than thofe who went before them. And while thefe 
have attempted to evince the exigence of a God onij 
from the' contemplation of corporeal nature, I have 
carried the argument on to the aftions of living, feib- 
iitive, and intelligent beings, fo far as we are acquaint* 
ed with them ; believing that brighter and more noblft 
ftroke« of wifdom and defign appear in the princit)lei 
of life, fenfation, and reafon, than in all the compafs 
of the material world. 

I have endeavoured to give the fubje€l yet greater 
degrees of perfpicuity, more variety of argument, as 
well as eafy and familiar expreilion, that, the fkyle be- 
ing more pleafmg, and the demonftration more readily 
apprehended, it may leave a deeper imprefiion, and its 
cffefts and ufefulncfs may become more exteniivc. I4i 
order to this, I have rarely ufed any term of art, or 
any phrafe peculiar to the writing and converfatkm of 
learned men. I have attempted, as Monfieur Fonto^ 
nelle has done with great fucccfs in his Plurality of 
Worlds, to bring philofophy out of the fecrct recefie* 
of the fchools, and ftrip it of its uncouth and myfteri- 
ous drefs, that it may become agreeable, and admitted 
to a general convcrfation, 

. I takcf 
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I take it for granted, that no judicious reader will 
• expect, in the philofophical and argumentative parts of 
this poem, the ornaments of poetical eloquence. In 
this cafe, where metaphor and defcription are not ad- 
mined led they fhould darken and enfeeble the argu- 
ment, if the reafoning be clofc, ftrong, and eafily ap- 
prehended, if there be an elegant fimplicity, purity, 
and propriety of words, and a juft order and connex- 
ion ot the pans, mutually fupporting and enlightening 
one another,* there will be all the perfe6i;ion which the 
ilyle can demand. 

I may fafely conclude, that no man will expeft that 
in this poem I (hould borrow any embellifliments from 
.the exploded and obfolete theology of the ancient ido- 
laters of Greece or Rome : that I fhould addrefs any 
rapturous invocations to their idle deities, or adorn 
the ftyle with allufions to their fabulous aftions. I 
have more than once publickly declared my opinion, 
that a Chridian poet cannot but appear mondrous and 
.ridiculous in a Pagan drcfs : that though it fliould 
be granted, that the heathen religion might be allow- 
ed a place in light and loofe fongs, mock heroic, and 
the lower lyric compofitions ; yet, in chridian poems of 
the fublime and greater kind, the mixture of the Pagan 
theology mud, by all who are maders of refle£lion and 
good fenfe, be condemned, if not as impious, at lead 
as impertinent and abfurd. And this is a truth fo 
clear and evident, that I make no doubt it will by 
degrees force its way, and prevail over the contrary 
practice. Should Britons recover tlieir virtue, and 
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reform their taftc, they would no more hear the hea- 
then religion in vcrfe, than in profe. Chriftian poet$, as 
well as Cliriftian preachers, the bufincfs of both being to 
inftnift the people, though the laft only are wholly appro- 
priated to it, ihould endeavour to confirm and fpread 
their own true religion. If a divine fliould begin his 
fermon with a folemn prayer to Bacchus, or Apollo, 
to Mars, or Venus, what would the people think of 
their preacher ? And is it not as really, ^though not 
cqifally, abfurd, for 9 poet in a great and feriouspoem, 
wherein he celebrates fome wonderful and happy event 
of Divine Providence, or magnifies the illuftrious inftru- 
ment that was honoured to bring the event about, to 
addrefs his prayer to falfe deities, and cry for help 
to the abominations of the heathen ? 

The defign of this poem is to demonftrate the felf-exif- 
tencc of an Eternal Mind from the created and dependent 
existence of the univerfe, and to confute the hypothesis 
of the Epicureans and the Fatalifts, under whom all 
the patrons of impiety, ancient or modern, of whatfo- 
ever denomination, may be ranged. The firrt of 
whom afHrm the world was in time caufed by chance ; 
and the other that itexiftcd from eternity without a 
caufe. It is true, as before mentioned, both thcfe ac- 
knowledged the exiftence of Gods ; but, by their ab- 
furd and ridiculous defcription of them, it is plain they 
had nothing elfe in view, but to avoid the obnoxious 
charaficr of Atheiftical philofophers. 

This likewife has been often objefted to the Deifls of 
the prefent cioes^ that at leafl a great part of them 

only 
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only conceal their notions under that name, while 
they arc really to be • numbered among the Atliciftt, 
I hvrt before cxpreiTcd my reafons, why I cannot em- 
brace this opinion. It is true, indeed, that mod cf 
the DciftsT maintain a particular friendfliip with the 
Athcifts, are pleafed with their loofc and impious 
converfation, and appear very tender of their credit 
and eftccm. They are charitable in crying up their 
ihining qualities, and in concealing, excufing, or lef- 
fening, their immoral a6lions ; while at the fame time 
they (hew an affeftation in expofing the faults and fol- 
lies of the Chriftians,' cfpecially thofc who are the 
inoft drift and regular in their manners, and appear 
to be moll in earned. It is hkewifc remarkable, that 
thefc gentlemen exprefs no zeal for the extirpation of 
irreligious principles : they have never, as fas as I 
know, written any thing againft them j nor are they 
pleafed in company to declare their detcftation of fuch 
impious maxims, or to produce arguments to confute 
them ; while at the fame time they rake great pains, 
and (how a warm zeal, to weaken the belief of the 
Chriftian religion, and to expofe the pretended errors 
of its different profeflbrs; which feems, indeed, 
ftrangc, fmce he that owns a God and his providence 
ihould in reafon look upon thofe who believe neither 
to be infinitely more oppofirc to him, than thofe who 
agree with him in the belief of a God, and differ only 
in the point of revealed religion. 

Befides, it is obfcrvab'e that the prefent Deifls have 
not drawn and publiihed any fclieme cf rtligion, or 

'catalcguc« 
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eaulogues of the duties they are obliged to perform, 
or whence fuch obligations arife. They do not tell 
us, that they look on man as an accountable creature} 
nor if they do, for what, and to whom, or when, that 
account is to be made, and what rewards and puniih- 
ments will attend it. I do not affirm they have no 
fuch fcheme in their thoughts ; but, ilnce they will noc 
let us know their creed, and in the mean time deride 
and triumph over that of the Chriflians, I cannot de- 
fend them from thofe who fay they are juftly to be 
fufpefted. 

And that the Deift mav clear himfelf from the fuf- 
picion of being an Atheifl, or at lead a friend and fa« 
vourer of their principles; I could wifli he would in 
public aflert and demonftrate the being of a God and 
his providence, and declare his abhorrence of the 
principles of thofe who difbelieve them. 

It would likewife give great fatisfaftion, and remove 
the obje£^ions of thofe that charge them with dire6^ ir* 
religion, if they would pleafe to give fome account of 
their belief: Whether they look upon God as one 
who governs mankind by laws to be difcovered by the 
light of reafon, which reflrain our inclinations and de« 
termine our duty j that they would tell us what thofe 
laws are, and what fan£Uons do enforce them ; and 
until this be done, they cannot well difcharge them* 
felves from the fufpicion before-mentioned. 

And here I would addrefs myfelf to the irreligious 
gentlemen of the age : and I defire them not to take 
up prejudices ag^ainfl tlie exidencc of a God, and rua 

away 
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away with impious maxims, until they have excr- 
cifecl their coniideration, and made an impartial en- 
quiry into the grounds and reafons that fupport the 
belief of a Divine f^ternal Being. In order to fuch » 
reafonable examination, it is but jud and decent 
they (hould be in eameft, and hear the arguments we 
offer with temper and patience j that they fbould 
inure themfelves to think, and weigh the force of thofe 
arguments, as becomes^ fincere enquirers after truth. 
The being of a God, and the duties that refult from 
that principle, are fubjefts of the greatefl: excellence 
and dignity in themfelves, and of the greateft concern 
and importance to mankind; and, therefore, (hould 
sever be treated in mirth and ridicule. Generals of 
arnnies and counrellors of Aate, fenators, and judges, 
in the great and weighty affairs that come before them, ^ 
do not put on the air of jeders and buffoons, and, in- 
{lead of grave and folemn debates, aim at nothing but 
iallies of wit, and treat their fubjefts and one another 
only with raillery and derifion : yet the bufmefs pro- 
pofed to the confideration of the perfons I fpeak to is, 
in every refpefik, infinitely fuperior to any of theirs 
before-mentioned. 

: Are they fure there is no God, and therefore no 
Tcligipn ? If they are nor, what a terrible rifque do they 
xun ! If their reafons amount only to a probability, the 
contrary opinion may be true, and that may be is 
enough to give them the moft frightful apprehenfions, 
«nd didurb them amidfl all the pleafurcs they enjoy. 
But if they fay they sire aflured, and pad doubt, there 
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IS no God; let them confider, confidence inan opinion 
is not always the etfeft of ccnainty and demonflra* 
tion. Their predcceflbrs, the Atheifts of former ages, 
were as certain, that is, as confident, they reafoned 
right, as they can be. They cannot pretend to clearer 
light, and greater aflurance of the truth of their max- 
ims, than Epicurus and Lucretius did ; or infult their 
adverfaries with greater contempt than thofe have 
done : yet thefe men themfelves, at lead many of them* 
allow thofe philofophers were grofsly miflaken, and 
will by no means truil to the Epicurean fcheme, as 
the foundation of their opinions. If thefe great maf- 
ters, notwithflanding their unexampled confidence, 
have been miftaken, why may not their fuccefTois be 
fo? 

If they fet up Ariftotle's fcheme, and think they 
fecure their principles by making the world to he 
Eternal, and all effefts and events the refult of fuch a fa- 
tal neccflity, and an indiilbluble concatenation of caufes, 
as render it impoiTible, that things that are fhould 
not be, or that they (hould be otherwife than they arc ; 
let them confider, that the greateft aflcrtors of im- 
piety, I mean, Democritus, Lcucippus, Epicurus, and 
Lucretius, oppofed this as an idle and incoherent 
fyftem ; and that indeed it is fo, ihall be after demon- 
ftrated : and ihould not this ihake their confidence, 
that all their friends in the Epicurean fchools, who 
were fufficiently delivered from the prejudices of edu- 
cation and fuperditious impreiTions, could not fee 
the lead probability in the fcheme of the Fatalifls, oa 

which 
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which thefe gentlemen are pleafed to rely in a matter of 
the higheft importance ? 

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbes ? has that philofo- 
fopher faid any thing new ? does he bring any (Ironger 
forces into the field, than the Epicureans did before 
him ? Will they derive their certainty from Spinofa ? 
can fuch an obfcure, perplexed, unintelligible author 
create fuch certainty, as leaves no doubt or diftruft ? 
if he is indeed to be underdood, what does he alledge 
more than the ancient Fatalids have done, that fhould 
amount to demonftration ? 

Befidcs, if, as they pretend, they are cftabliflied 
beyond pollibility of deception in the truth of their 
maxims, why are ihey fo very fond of thofe authors, 
that fet up any new doftrine? and why do they cm- 
brace with fo muph pleafure their new fcheraes of ir- 
religion ? They are very glad to hear of any great ge- 
nius, that can invent fre(h arguments to flrengthen 
their opinions ; and does not this betray a fecret diffi- 
dence, that demands further light and confirmation ? 

But further : lince thefe gentlemen ihew fo much in- 
duftry in propagating their opinions, and are fo fond 
of making profelytes to Atheifm ; fmce they afFcft a 
zeal in countenancing, applauding, and preferring, thofe 
whom they have delivered from religious prejudices, 
and reformed and refined with tlieir free, large, and 
generous principles ; how comes it to pafs, that they 
tiegle^ to inform and improve their nearcft relations ? 
arc they careful to inftru£t tlieir wives and daughters, 
that they need not revere die imaginary phantom of a 

God; 
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God ; that religion is the creature of a timorous and 
. fuperftitious mind, or of crafty priefts, and cunning 
politicians ; that therefore they are free from all re- 
ftraints of virtue and confcience, and may proftiti^tc 
their perfpns in the moft licentious. manner, wirhoiit 
«ny remorfe, or uneafy rcfleftion ; that it is idle to 
fear apy divine punifhoient hereafter; and as to the 
ibame and difhonour that may attend the lib<?rties they 
t^ke, in cafe they become public, that fcandal proceeids 
from the grofs milhkes of people, perverted with reli- 
gioB, . and mifguided by a belief of a Divine Being, 
and of rewards and punifhmcnts in an imaginary life 
after this ? 
. Do they take pains to inforwi their elded fons, that 
they owe tliem no gratitude or obedience ? that they 
may ufc an uncontroled freedom in indulging all their 
appetites, pallions, and inclinations ? that, if they are 
willing to poli'efs their father's honour and eflate, they 
fnay, by poifon or the poinard, take away his life; and, 
if they are caieful to avoid the puniihment of the ma- 
.gidrate by tlicir fecret conduft, they may be fully fa- 
.tiis^ied of the innocence of the aftion j and as they have 
done themfelves much good, fo they liave done their 
father no injury, and therefore may enjoy in perfect 
tranquillity the fruits of their panicidc? Whatever they 
may affirm among their loofe friends, I cannot con- 
ceive they can be guilty of fo much folly, as to propa- 
gate thefe ©pillions in their own families, and inftru£l 
their wives and children in the boundlefs liberties, 
v/hich, by the principles of Atheifm, are their undoubted 
i) "right : 
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► right: for in all anions, where religion clocs not 
- intcrpofc and r^ftrain us, we are perfeftly, as has been 
^-fjlid, free to aft as we thifek beft for our profit and 
. pleafure. 

Befides, to what a deplorable condition wotlld man- 
kind be reduced, fliould rhcfc opinions be univerfally 
embraced ! .if fo many kings and potentates, who yet 
profefs their belief of a GocJ, and of rewards and pu- 
' niftimcnts in a life to come, do notwithflanding,'from 
boundlcfs ambition and a cruel temper, oppiefs their 
fubjefts at home, and ravage and deftroy their neigh- 
', hours abroad, -ihould think themfelves ' free ; from all 

* divine oMigstions, and therefore too from the reftraints 
, of oaths and folcmn contrafts; thcfcfences and fccu- 

• rities removed, what a deluge of calamities would break 
in upon the world! what oppreflion, what violence, 
what rapiqe, .what devaftation, would finiih the ruin of 
liuman natAire ! for, if mighty princes are fatisfied that 
it is impoflible for them to do any wrong, what bounds 
are left to infatiable avarice and exorbitant third of 
power f if monarchs may without theleall guilt violate 
their treaties, break their vo\y$, b«tray thdr friends, 
and facrifice their truth and- honour at pleafure to their 
paflions, or their intered, what truil, vifhat confidence, 
could befupponed between neighbour potentates! and 
witlvout this, what confufion and diftraftion muft of 
ncceffity enfue f 

,On the other hand, if fuhjefts were univeffally 

Ath<;ifls, and looked on themfelves as under no divine 

^obligaupn to pay any duty or obedience to the fupremc 

magiflrate; 
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magiftrate j if they believed that, when they took their 
oaths of allegiance, they fwore by notluDg, and invo- 
cated a power not in being ; that therefore thofe oaths 
oblige them no longer than they think it fafe, and for 
their intereft, to break them $ Ihould fudi principles 
obtain, would not the tlirones of princes be mod pre* 
carious? would not ambition, revenge, refentment, or 
intcreft, continually excite Ibme or otlicr to betray or 
affault the lives of their fovereigns ? and why fhould 
they be blamed by the Atbeift for doing it ? why arc 
traitors, aflTallins, haters of their princes, and enemies 
to their country, branded with the odious names cf 
rufHans and villains, if they lie under no obligations to 
aft otherwife than they do ? 

Should confpirators, who aflaflinate their lawful 
fovereign, have the good fortune to mske their efcape, 
1 afk the Arheifl, if he has in the lead an ill opinion of 
them for being engaged in fuch an execrable under* 
taking ? If he fays he has not, then the point is gained, 
and an Atheiil is what I have reprefented. If h^ fays 
he has, I next afk him, why ? Let him tell me in .What 
their guilt confids ? Is it in the breach of any divine 
law ? that cannot be, for he owns none. Is it the 
tranfgreilion of any human law ? tell me, what obliga* 
tion he is under to obey any human law, if no divine 
Jaw enforces fuch obedience > does their guiltconiid in 
the breach of their duty to their prince and their oaths 
of allegiance ? ftill the fame quedion recurs, what duty- 
can a fubjeft owe to a prince which divine laws do noc 
conditute and determine ? and how can an uarh of alle- 
D 2 giance 
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giance bind but by virtue of ibme divine coininamU 
that obliges us not to violate our vows ? 

By t^^is it appears that an Atheift muft be the worft 
of fuljje&s ; that his principles fubvert the thrones of 
princes, and undermine the foundations of government 
and foctety, on which the happinefs of mankind fo 
much depends; and therefore it is not poflible to con- 
ceive' how there can be a greater difturber of the public 
peace, or a greater enemy to his prince and country, 
than a profefl Atheift, who propagates with zeal his 
de(hti6Uve opinions. 

I have proved, in the following poem, that no hypo- 
thefis hitlierto invented in favour of impiety has the 
leaft ftrength or folidity, no not the leaft appearance of 
truth to recommend ir. A man muft be deferted of 
Heaven, and inflexibly hardened, that cannot, or rather 
will niot, fee the unreafonablenefs of irreligious princi- 
ples. I demand only a candid temper in the reader, 
\and a.mind pleafed with tiuth, and delivered from the 
"prejudices of ath«iftical con vcrfation. 



[ 37 ] 



Summary Account of the following Poem, 
and of what is contained in each Book. 

'T^HE defign of this work is to demonftratc the cxifl- 
ence of a Divine Eternal Mind. 

The arguments ufcci for this end are taken from the 
various marks of wiluom and artful contrivance, which 
are evident to obfcivaiion in the feveral parts of the ma- 
terial world, and the faculties of th-j human foul. 

The hi ft book contains the proof of a Deity, from 
the iaftances of delign and choice, which occur in the 
ftrufturc and qualities of the earth and fea. 

The fccond purfues the proof of the fame propofition. 
There is a God, from the celelHal motions, and 
more fully from the appearances in tl\e folar fyftem and 
the air 

In the third, the objeflions, which are brought by 
Atheiftical phiiofophers againft the hypothefis cftablifbed 
in the two preceding books, are anfwertd. 

In the fourth, is laid down the hypothefis of the 
Atomifts or Epicureans, and other irreligious philofo- 
phers, and confuted. 

In the fifch, the do6lrine of the Fatalifts, or Ariftote- 
lians, who m.»ke the world to be eternal, is confidcred 
and fubverted. 

In the fixth, the argument of the two firfl: books is 

rcfumed, and the exillcnce of God dertionftrated from 

D 3 the 
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the prudence and art difcovercd in the fcvcral parts of 
the body of man. 

In the feventfk, the fame demonftration is carried on 
from the contemplation of the inftinfts in brute animalis, 
and the faculties and operations of the foul of man. 
The book concludes with a recapitulation of what has 
been treated of, and a Hymn to the Creator of the 
World. 
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C R E A T I O N* 
» O O K I. 

THE ARGUMENT/ 

The propofjtion. The invocation. The cxiftencc of a • 
God deraonftraterf, from the marks of wifdom, choice, •■ 
aftd art, which appear in the vifiblc world, and infer * 
an intelligent and free caufe. This evinced from the 
contemplation, I.- of the earth. i. Its fitdation. 
2/ The cohf lipn of its parts, not to be folved by any 
hypothefis yet produced. 3. Its ftabiltty. 4. Its 
ftrufture, or the order of its parts. 5. Its motion 
diurnal and annual, or elfc the motion of the fun in •' 
both thofe rcfpe£ts^. The caufc of thefe motions not " 
yet accounted for by any philofophcr. 6.- Its outfida • 
or face; the beauties and conveniences of it* its - 
mountains, lakes, and rivers. H. The cxiftcnce of " 
a God proved from the marks and imprefltons of * 
prudence and defign, which appear in the lea. • i. In -• 
Its formation. 2. The proportion of its parts in re- 
fpeft of the earthy. 3. Its (ituation. 4. The con* - 
texture of its parts. 5. Its brackilh or briny qualityv 
6. its flux and reflux. < 



"^^rro more of courts, of triumphs, or of arms, 
•^^ No more of valour's force, or beauty's charms r - 
The themes of vulgar lays, with juft difdain, 
1 leave unfung, the flocks, the amorous fwain^ 
The pleafurcs of the land, and terrors of* the main 

D-4- How 
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How ahjeft, how inglorious *ris to lie 
Groveling in cKil> and darknefs, when on high 
Empires imnficnfe and rolling workls of light, 
To range their heavenly fcenes, the Mufe invite! 
I meditate to foar above the Ikics, lO 

To heights unknown, through ways untry'd, to rife : 
I would th' Eternal from his works allert^ 
And fmg the wonders of creating art; 
While I this unexampled talk elFay, 
Paf- awful galphs, and beat my painful way j, 15 

Cclcflial Dove ! divine alhftance. bring, 
Suftain me on thy flrong extended wing, 
That I may reach th' Alnughty's facred throne. 
And make his caufelefs power, the caufe of all things,. 
Thou dofl the full extent of nature fee, [known^ 
Aud the wide realms of vail immenfity r 
Eternal VviUlom thou doll comprehend. 
Rife to her heights, and to her depths defcend : 
The Father's fccret counfels thou canft tell, 
Who in his bufom didfi for ever dwell : 25. 

Thou on the deep's dark face, immortal Dove! 
Thou with almighty energy didft move 
On the wild wiwes, incumbent didfl difplay 
Thy genial wings, and liaLch prima? val daw 
Order from thee, from tiiee difii nation came, 30 

And all the beauties of the wondrous frame : 
Hence ilampt on n^^ture we perfe6lion find. 
Fair as th' idea in th' Eternal Mind. 

See, through this valt extended theatre 
Of ficill divine v\hat fhining marks appear ^! J5 

Creating power is all around exprcd, 
The God difcover'd, and his care confeft. 

Nature** 
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Nature's IfigK birth her heavenly beauties fliow; 
By every feature we the parent know. 
T h* expanded fpheres amazing to the fight, 40 

Magnificent with ftars and globes of light, 
The glorious orbs, which Heaven's bright hoft compofc-, 
Th* impriion'd fea, that reftlcfs ebbs and flows. 
The flu6luating fields of liquid air, 
With all the curious meteors hovering there, 45 

And the wide regions of the land, proclaim 
The Power Divine, that raib'd the mighty frame. 

What things foc*er are to an end referr'd, 
And in their motions dill that end regard, 
Alwiys the fitnefs of the means refpe6l, 50 

Thefe as conducive chufe, and thofe rcje£t, 
Muft by a judgement foreign and unknown 
Be guided to their end, or by their ownj 
For to defign an end, and to purfue 
That end by means, and have it ftill in view, 55 

Demands a conicious, wife, rcflefting caufc. 
Which freely moves, and acls by reafon's laws, 
That can de]il)erate, means ele£t, and find 
Thf-ir due connexion with the end defign'd. 
And fince the world's wide frame does not include 60 
A caufe with fuch capacities endued ; 
Some other caufe o'er nature muft prefide, 
Which gave her birth, and does her motions guide. 
And here behold the caufe, which God we name. 
The fourcc of beings, and the mind fupreme; 65 

Whofe perfcft wifdom, and whofe prudent care. 
With one confederate voice unnumbered worlds declare. 

See, 
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Sec, hovv the earth has gain'd that very place, , 
Which of all others in the boundlefs fpace - 
Is moft convenient, and will beft conduce ' 70 

To the wife ends requir'd for nature's ufe. 
You, who the mind and caufe fupreme deny, 
Nor on his aid to form, the world rely, 
Muft grant, had perfc6t wifdom bfeen employ *d. 
To find, through all th' interminable void, ^5 

A" feat moft proper, and which beft became 
The earth and fea, it muft have been the fame. 

Now, who can this furprizing fa£t conceivc,^ . 
Who this event fortuitous believe, ^ 
That the brute earth unguided ibould embrace So 
The only ufeful, only proper place 
Of all the millions -in the empty fpace ? 

Could ftupid atoms with impetuous fpeed 
By different roads and adverfe ways proceed; 
From regions oppofite begin their flight, 85 

That here they might rencounter, here unite ; 
What charms could thefe tcrreftrial vagrants fee 
In this one point of all immenfity. 
That all th* enamoui'tt troops (hould thither flow ? 
Did they its ufeful fituation know ? 90 

Abd, when the fquadrons with a fwift career 
Had reach'd that point, why did they fettle thefre. 
When nothing check'd their flight, but gulphs 
Since Epicurus and his fcholars fay 
That unobdruiSted matter flies away. 
Ranges the void, and knows not where to flay ? 

If 
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If you, fagacious fons of art, pretend 
That by their native force they did defcend, 
And ceas*d to move, when they had gain*d their cndj 
That native force till you inlighten'd know, 100 

Can its myilerious fpring difclofe, and ihow 
How 'tis exerted, how it does impel, 
Your uninftruftive words no doubts difpel. 
We alk you, whence docs motive vigour flow? 
You fay, the nature of the thing is fo. 105 

But how does this relieve th* enquirer's pain ? 
Or how the dark impulfive power explain > 

The Atomifts, who ifcill mechanic teach. 
Who boafl their clearer f>ght, and deeper reac^ 
AfTert their atoms took tliat happy feat, no 

Determin'd thither by their inbred weight 5 
That downward through the fpacious void they flrovc 
To that one point, from all the parts above. 
Giant this poiiclon true, though up and down 
Are to a fpacc not limited unknown; 1 15 

But (ince they fay our earth from morn to morn 
On its own axis is obliged to turn ; 
That fwift rotation muA difperfe in air 
AH things, which on the rapid orb appear : 
And if no power that nation fhould control^ t to 

It mufl disjoint and diflipate the whole. 
*Tis by experience unconteiled found. 
Bodies orbicular, when whirling roundy^ 
Still ihake off all things on their furface plac*d. 
And to a didancc from the centre cafV. 115 

If ponderous atoms are fo much in love 
With this one pomt, that all will thither move^ 

Gire 
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Give them the (ituation they dciire j 

Bat let us then, ye fages, next enquire, 

What caufe of their cohciion can you find ? 130 

What props fupport, what chains the fabrick bind ? 

Why do not beafts tliat move, or ftones that lie 

Loofe on the field, through diftant regions fly ? 

Or why do fragments, from a mountain rent. 

Tend to the earth with fuch a fwift deiccnt ? 135 

Thofe who afcribe this one determined courf« 
Of ponderous things to gravitating force, 
Refer us to a quahty occult, 
To fenfelefs words, for which while they infult 
With juft contempt the famous Stagy rite, 140 

Their fchools fhould blcfs the world with clearer light. 
Some, the round earth's cohefion to fccure, 
For that hard talk employ magnetic power. 
Remark, fay they, the glol)e j with wonder own 
Its nature, like the fam'd attraflive ilone, 145 

This has its axis, fo th' obfeiver tells. 
Meridians, poles, aequator, parallels. 
To the terreftrial poles by conrtant fate 
Th* obfequious poles themfelvcs accommodate, 
And, when of this pofition difpoflTeO, 150 

They move, and ftrive, nor ever will they reft. 
Till their lov'd fituacion they regain. 
Where pleas'd they fettle, and unraov'd remain. 
And (hould you, fo experience does decide. 
Into fmall parts the wondrous ilone divide, 155 

Te» thoufand of minute ft fi^e expref* 
The fame propsulion^ which the large pofTcfs* 

Hence 
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Hence all the glol>e (*tis faid) we may conclude 

With this prevailing einergy endued : 

That this attra6live, this furpriziog ftohe 169 

Has no peculiar virtue of its own ; 

Nothing but what is common to the whole. 

To (Ides, to axis, and to either po^e. 

The mighty magnet from the centre darts 
This ftrong, though fubtle force, through all the {MUts; 
Its a£^ive rays, ejaculated thence. 
Irradiate all the wide circumference. 
While every part is in pro]X)rtion hkft, 
And of its due attractive power poiTcft ; 
While adverCe ways rhe adverfe atoms dr^w 179 

With the fame ftrength, by nature's conftant law 
Balanc'd and hxt ; they can no longer move ; 
Through gulphs immenfe no more unguided rove. * 
If cords arc puU'd two adverfe ways, we find 
The more we draw them, they the fader bind* 175 

So when with equal vigour Nature ftrains 
This way and that thefeiine mechanic chains, 
They fix the earth, they part to part unite, 
Prefervc their firudure, and prevent their flight. 
Preflurc, they fay, and weight, we muft difown, 180 
' As things occult, by no ideas known, 
And on the earth's magnetic power depend 
To fix its feat, its union toxlefend. 

Let us this fam*d hypothefis furvey. 
And with attentive thought remark the way, 
How earth's attradtivc parts their force difplay. 
The mafs, 'tis faid, from its wide bofom paurs 
Torrents of atoms, and eternal ihowers 

Of 
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Of fine magnetic darts, of matter made 
So fubtle, marble they with eafe pervade : 190 

-^efin'd, and (next to incorporeal) thin. 
Not by Aufonian glaflfes to be fcen. 
Thefe emanations take their conftant flight 
Swift from the earrfi, as from the fun the light ; 
To a determined diilance they afcend, ^ 195 

•x-rAnd there-inflcft their courfe, and downward tend. 
What can infult unequal Reafbn more. 
Than this magnetic, this myileriotis power ? 
That cords and chains, beyond conception fmall, 
Should -gtrd and bind fo faft this mighty ball ! lOO 

• trhat aftive ray^ (hould Spring from every part. 
And, though fo fubtle, ihould fuch force exert ! 
That the light legions fhould be fent abioad, 
Range all the air, and iraverfe every road I 
To ftated limits (hould excurfions make, 205 

, Then backward of themfelves their journey take ; 
Should in their way to folid todies cling. 
And home to earth the captive matter bring } 
Where all things on its furface fprcad are bound 

By their coeccive vigour to the ground ! 
- Can*tlni be dene without a Guide Divine? 

Should we to this hypotficfis incline? 

Say, does not Jiere confpicuous Wifdom Ihint ? 

Who can enough magnetic force admhre? 

Does it not counfel and deiign require % 15 

Te;givc the earth this wondrous energy, 

In fuch a meafure, fuch a juft degree. 

That it (hould ftill perforta its dtfftin'd talk, 

As nature's ends, and various oarfcs alk?" •*^ - 
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For, ihould our globe have had a greater fliirc &20 
' Of this strong force, by which the parts cohere. 
Things had been bo«nd by fuch a powerful chain. 
That all would fix'd and motionlefs remain ; 
AH men, like ftatues, on the earth would (land, 
"Nor would they move the foot, or ilretch the hand; 
Birds would not range the ikies, nor beads the woods. 
Nor coUld the fi(h divide the iliffen'd floods. 
Again, had thk ftrange energy been Icfs, 
:Deft:£^ had been as. fatal as excefs. 
For want of cement (Irong enough to bind 2^9 

The ftrufturefaft, huge ribs of rock, disjoint 
Without an earthquake, from their bafe would ftart. 
And hills unhing'd from their deep roots depan. 
And, while our orb perform 'd its daily race, 
AH beings,, found uponits ample face, 13^ 

Would, by that motion diffipatcd, fly 
Whirl'd from the. globe, and fcatter through the Iky : 
They mud, obedient to mechanic laws, 
AITenible .where the flrongej magnet draws ; 
"Whetlierthe Sun. that (Ironger .magnet proves, 240 

Or elfe fome planet's orb that nearer moves. 

Who can -unfold the caufe that docs recall 
Magnetic rays, and make them backward fall? 
If thefe effluvia, which do upward tend, 
'Becaufe lefs heavy than the air, afcend ; 245 

Why do they ever from their height retreat. 
And why return to feek their central feat ? 
^rom the fame caufe, ye fons of art, declare 
:Can they by tur&s defcend, and rife ir^ air > 

Pco<ligicufi 
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. Prodigious 'tis, that one attra^ive ray 250 

Should this way bend, the next an adverfe way ; 
For^ fliould th' unfecn magnetic jets defcend 
All the fame way, they could not gain their end ; 
They could not draw and bind the fabrick fafl:, 
Unlefs alike they every part cinbrac'd. 2^5 

How does Cartefius all his iinews drain, -| 

How much he labours, and how much in vain, » 

The earth's attra6live vigour to explain ! J 

This bold contriver thus his thqughts conveys: 
JpcefTant ftreams of thin magnetic rays 260 

Gufli from their fountains, with impetuous force, 
In either pole, then take an advcrfc couifc r 
Thofe from the Southern pole the Northern feek ; 
The Southern thofe that from the Northern break : 
In either pole thefe rays emitted meet 265 

Small pores provided, for their figures fit; 
Still to and fro they circulating pafs, 
Hold all the franie, and firmly bind the mafs. " 
Thus he the parts of earth from flight reftrains. 
And girds it faft by fine imagin'd chains. 270 

But oh ! how dark is hunaan reafon found I 
How vain the man, with wit and learning crown 'd I 
How feeble all his ftrength, when he ellays 
To trace dark Nature, and dete6l her ways j 
Unlefs he calls its Author to his aid, 275 

Who every fecret fpring of motion laid, 
Who over all his wondrous works prelides. 
And to their ufeful ends their caufes. guides I 
Thefe paths in vain are by enquirers trod; 
There 's no philofopby without a God. 480 

I Admir'd 
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AdmirM Cartcfius, let the curious know. 
If your magnetic atoms always flow 
From pole to pole, what form'd their double fourcc, 
What fpur'd, what gave them their inflefted courfc ? 
Tell, what could drill and perforate the poles, 285 

And to th* attra6^ive rays adapt their holes ? 
A race fo long what prompts them to purfue ? 
Have the blind troops th' important end in view ? 
How arc they fare they in the poles fhall meet 
Pores of a figure to their figure fit > 290 

Are they with fuch fagacity endued 
To know, if this their journey be purfued. 
They fliall the earth's conftru£hire clofcly bind, 
And to the centre keep the parts confin'd ? 

Let us review this whole magnetic fcheme, 195 

Till wifer heads a wifer model frame. 
For its formation let fit atoms dart, 
To one determin'd point, from every part. 
Encountering there from regions oppofite, 
They clalh, and interrupt each other's flight; 309 

And, rendezvoufing with an adverfc courfe. 
Produce an equal poife, by equal force : 
For while the parts by laws magnetic a£t. 
And are at once attra&ed and attradl; 
While match'd in ftrength they keep the doubtful fitld. 
And neither overcome, and neither yield, 
To happy purpofe they their vigour fpend j 
For thefe contentions in the balance end. 
Which muft in liquid air the globe fufpcnd. 

Befides materials which are brute and blind, 

DI4 not this work require a Knowing Miod, 3 xo 

E Who 
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Who for the tafk fliould fit detachment? chufe 

From all the auoms, which their hofl ditfufe 

Through the wide regions of the boundlefs fpacc, 

And for their rendezvous appoint the place? 315 

Who fhould command, by his almighty nod, 

Thefe chofen troop?, unconfcious of the road, 

And unacquainted with th' appointed end. 

Their marches to begin, and thither tend ; 

Direfl theip all to take the neareft way, 320 

Whence none of all th' unnumber'd millions flray; 

Make them advance with fuch an equal pace. 

From all the adverfe regions of the fpacc. 

That they at once Ihould reach the deftin'd place ; 

Should niufter there, and round the centre fwarm. 

And draw togetlier in a globous form ? 

Grant, that by mutual oppofition made 
Of adverfe parts, their mutual flight is (laid ; 
That thus the whole is in a balance laid 5 
Does it not all mechanic heads confound, 330 

That troops of atoms, from all parts around. 
Of equal number, and of equal force. 
Should to this (ingle point direft their courfe ; 
That fo the counter-prciTure every way. 
Of ecjual vigour, might their niiotions Hay, . 335 
And, by a fteady poife, the whole in quiet lay ? 

Befides, the {Iruclurc of the earth regard : 
For firmnefs how is all its frame prcpar'd ! 
With what amazing fkill is the vaft building rcar*d I 
Metals and veins of folid ftone are found 340 

The chief materials, which tlie globe compound. 

See, 
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See, how the hills, which high in air afcend, 
From pole to pole their lofty lines extend. 

Thefe ftrong unfliaken mounds relifl tl^ (hocks 
Of tides and feas tempeflnous, while the rocks,- 345 
That fecret in a long continued vein 
■Pafs through the earth, the ponderous pile fuftain : 
Thefe rnight}^ girders, which the fabrick hind, 
Thefe ribs robuft and vaft, in order join'd ; 
Thefe fubterranean walls, difpos'd with art, 35© 

Such (Irength, and fuch fcability impart, 
That ftorms above, and earthquakes under ground, 
Break not the pi Jars, nor the work confound. 

Give to the earth a form orbicular, 
Let it be poib'd, and hung in ambient air j 355 

I'^ive it the tituation to the fun 
Such as is only fit; when this is done, 
Suppofe itftill remain'd a lazy heap; 
From what we grant, you no advantage reap. 
You either muft the earth from reft dillurb, 36^ 

Or roll around the heavens the folar orb* 
Elfe what a dreadful face will nature wear ! 
How horrid will thefe lonefome /feats appear! 
This ne'er would fee one kind refrelhing ray ; ■* 

That would be ruin'd, but a different way, , 365 I 
Condemn'd to light, and curs'd with cndlefs day; J 
A cold Icelandian defert one would grow; 
One, like Sicihan furnace?, would glow. 
That nature may this fatal error Ihun, 
Move, which will pleafe you beft, tlie earth or fun. 37* 
But, fay, from what great builder!s magazines 
You *U engines fetch, what ftrong, what vaft machines 
E * Will 
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Will you employ to give this motion birth, 

And whirl (o fwiftly round the fun or earth ? 

Yet, learned heads, by what mechanic laws 375 

Will you of either orb this motion caufe ? 

Why do they move ? why in a circle ? why 

With fuch a meafure of velocity ? 

Say, why the earth — if pot the earth, the fun 

Docs through his winding road the Zodiack run ? 3IB0 

Why do revolving orbs their tracks fublimc 

So conftant keep, that iince the birth of time 

They never vary'd their accuftom'd place. 

Nor loft a minute in fo long a race ? 

But hold! perhaps I rudely prefs too far; 385 

You are not vers'd in reafoning fo fevere. 

To a firft queftion your reply 's at hand ; 

A(k but a fecond, and you fpeechlefs ftand. 

You fwim at top, and on the furface ftfivc. 

But to the depths of nature never dive : 390 

For if you did, inftrufted youM explore 

Divine contrivance, and a God adore. 

Yet fons of art one curious piece devife^ 

From whofe conftrufture motion ihall arifc. 

Machines, to all philofophers 'tis^ known, 395 

Move by a foreign impulfe, not their own. 

Then let Gadendus chufe what frame he pleafe, 

By which to turn the heavenly orbs with eafe $ 

Thofe orbs rauft reft, till by th' exerted force 

Of fome firft mover they begin their courfe : 400 

Meer difpofition, meer mechanic art. 

Can never motion to the globes impart ; 

And| 



CREATION. Book I. $3 

And, if they coulJ, the marks of wife deiign 

In that contrivance would confpicuous ihine. 

Thefe queftions ftill recur: we dill demand, 405 

What moves them firft, and puts them off at hand ? 

What makes them this one way their race direft, 

While they a thoufand other ways reje6l ? I 

Why do they never once their courfe infle£^ ? J 

Why do they roll with fuch an equal pace, 410 

And to a moment flill perform their race ? 

Why earth or fun diurnal ftages keep ? 

In fpiral tracks why through the zodiac creep ? 

Who can account for this, unlefs they fay 

Thefe orbs th' Eternal Mind's command obey, 415 

Who bad them move, did all their motions guide, 

To each its deftin'd province did divide ; 

Which to complcat, he gave them motive power, 

That fhall, as long as he does will, endure ? 

Thus wc the frame of naiure have expreft ; 420 

Now view the earth in tinilh'd Ijcauty drcft ; 
The various fcenes, which various charms difplay. 
Through all th' extended theatre lurvcy. 

See how fublinie th' uplift-il mountains rife. 
And with their pointed heads invade the Ikies ! 415 
How the high cliiFs their cragi^y arms extend, 
Dillinguilh dates, and feverd realms defend ! 
How ambient iiioics confine the reftlcfs deep. 
And in their ancient bounds the billows keep ! 
The hollow vales their fmiling piidc unfold ; 45© 

What rich abundance do their bcfoms hold I 
Regard their lovely verdure, ravlfli'd view 
The party -coloured flowers of various hue I 

E 3 Not 
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Not Eaftcrn monarchs, on their nuptial day. 

In dazzling gold and purple (hine fo gay 435 

As the bright natives of th' unlabour'd field, 

Unverft in fpinning, and in looms unfkill'd. 

Sec, how the ripening fruits the gardens crown. 

Imbibe the fun, and make his light their own I 

See the fweet brooks in filver mazes creep, 440 

Enrich the meadows, and fupply the deep; 

While from their weeping urns the fountains flow. 

And vital moifture, where they pafs, beftow ! 

Admire the narrow ftream, and fpreading lake, 

The proud afpiring grove, and humble brake : 445 

How do the forefls and the woods delight ! 

How the fweet glades and openings charm the fight! 

Obferve the pleafant lawn and airy plain. 

The fertile furrows rich with various grain j 

How ufcful all ! how all confpire to grace 45© 

Th' extended earth, and beautify her face I 

I^ow, fee, with liow much art the parts are made ; 
With how much wifdom are the flrata laid, 
Of different weight, and of a different kind, 
Of fundry forms, for fundry ends defign'd ! 455. 

Here in their beds the finifh'd minerals re A, 
There the rich wombs the feeds of gold digeft. 
Here in fit moulds, to Indian nations known, 
Arc cafl the feveral kinds of precious flone ; 
The diamond here, by mighty monarchs worn, 460 
Fair as the flar that beautifies the morn j 
And, fpleudid by the fun's embody'd ray. 
The rubies there their crimfon light difplay ^ 

4 There 
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There marble's various colour'd veins are fprcadj 

Here of bitumen unftuous (lores are bred. 46 j 

What Ikill on all its furface is bcftow'd, 

To make the earth for man a tit abode ! 

The upper moulds, with active {pirits ftor'd, 

And rich in verdant progeny, afford 

The flowery pafture, and the fhady wood, 47* 

To men their phyfick, and to beafls their food.- 

Proceed yet farther, and a pcofpect take 
Of the fwift ftrcam, and of the ftantiing lake. 
Had not the deep been form'd, thar might contain 
All the colle6led trcafures of the main, 475 

The earth had ftill o'crvvhelm'd with water ftood. 
To man an uninhabitable flood. 
Yet had not part as kindly ftaid behind, 
In the wide cifterns of the lakes confin'd, 
Di^not the fprings and rivers drench the land, 4S0 
Our globe would grow a wiidernefs of fand j 
The plants and groves, the tame and favage beaft. 
And man, their lord, would die with di ought opprcft. 
Now, as you fee, the floaving element 
Part loofe in dreams, part in the ocean pent, 485 

So wifely is difpos'd, as may conduce 
To man's delight, or neccll'ary ufe. 

See how the mountains in rhe midft divide 
The nobleft regions, that from either iide 
The dreams, which to the hiiis their curients owe,^ 
May every way along the valley flow. 
And verdaiit wealth on all the foil bcfiow 1 
So Atlas and the mountains of the moon. 
From north to fouth, in lofty ridges run 

E 4 Through 
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Through Afric realms, whence falling waters lave 495 

Th* inferior regions with a winding wave. 

They various rivers give to various foil, 

Niger to Guinea, and to ^gypt Nile. 

So from the towering Alps, on different fides, 

DilTolving fnows defcend in numerous tides, 5C» 

Which in the vale beneath their parties join 

To form the Rhone, the Danube, and the Rhine. 

So Caucafus, afpiring Taurus fo, 

And fam'd Imaiis, ever white with fnow, 

Through caftern climes their lofty lines extend, 505 

And this and that way ample currents fend. 

A thoufand riversmake their crooked way. 

And difembogue their floods into the fea ; 

Whence ihould they ne'er by fecret roads retire, 

And to the lirills, from whence they came, afpirej ei# 

They by their conftant dreams would fo encreafe 

The watery (lores, and raife fo high the feas. 

That the wide hollow would not long contain 

Th* unequal treafures of the fwelling main j 

Scorning the mounds which now its tide withftand, 515 

The fea would pafs the fliores, and drown the land. 

Tell, by what paths, what fubterranean ways. 
Back to the fountain's head the fea conveys I 

The refluent rivers, and the land repays? J 

Tell, what fuperior, what controling caufe 520 

Makes waters, in contempt of nature's laws, 
Climb up, and gain th' afpiring mountains height. 
Swift and forgetful of their native weight ? 

What 
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What happy works, what engines under-ground, 

What inftruments of curious art arc found, 525 

Which muft with cverlafting labour play, 

Back to their fprings the rivers to convey, 

And keep their correfpondence with the fea ? 

. Perhaps you *ll fay, their ftreams the rivers owe 

In part to rain, in part to melting fnow; 530 

And that th' attrafted watery vapours rife 

From lakes and feas, and fill the lower ikies : 

Thefe when condensed the airy region pours 

On the dry earth in rain, or gentle Ihowersj 

Th' infinuating drops ilnk through the fand, 53 j 

And pafs the porous flrainers of the land ; 

Which frelh fupplies of watery riches bring 

To every river's head, to each exhaufled fpringi 

The dreams are thus, their lolTes to repair. 

Back to their fource tranfmitted through the air ; 549 

The waters flill their circling courfe maintain, 

Flow down in rivers, and return in rain ; 

And on die foil with heat immoderate dry'd. 

To which the rain*s pure treafures are deny*d, 

The mountains more fublime in aether rife, 545 

Transfix the clouds, and tower amidft the Ikies 5 

The fnowy fleeces, which their heads involve. 

Still (lay in part, and flill in part dilTolvej 

Torrents and loud impetuous catara£):s 

Through roads abrupt, and rude unfalhion'd tn€t$, 550 

Roll down the lofty mountain's channeled fides. 

And to the vale convey their foaming tides 1 

At length, to make their various currents one, 

The congregated floods together run { 

Thcfe 
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Thefe confluent ftreams make fome great river's head. 

By llores flill melting and defccnding fed j 

Thus from th* afpiring mountains of the moori 

Diflblving treafures rulh in torrents down, 

Which pafs the fun-burnt realms and fandy foil, 

And blefs tli' Egyptian nation with rhcir Nile j 560 

Then whofoe'er his fccret rife would know, 

Muft climb the hills, and trace his liead in fnow; 

And through the Rhine, the Danube, and the Rhone, 

All ample rivers of our milder zone, 

While they advance along the flats and plains, 565 

Spread by the fhowers augmented, and the rains ; 

Yet thefe their fource and firfl beginning owe 

To flores, that from the Alpine mountains flow ; 

Hence, when the fnows in winter ceafe to weep. 

And undiflblv*d their flaky texture keep, 57» 

The banks with eafe their humble ftrcams contain. 

Which fwell in fummcr, and thofe banks difdain. . 

Be this account allow'd, fay, do not here 

Th* impreffions of confummate art appear? 

In every fpacious realm a rifing ground, 575 

Obfervers tell, is in the middle found ; 
That all the ftreams, which flow from either fide. 
May through the valleys unobftrufted glide. 
What various kingdoms does the Danube lave. 
Before the Euxine fea receives its wave ! 580 

How many nations of the fun-burnt foil 
Fam'd Niger blefs ! how many drink the Nile I 
Through what vaft regions near the rifing fun 
Does Indus^ Ganges, and Hydafpes, run ! 

Whar 
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What happy empires, wide Euphrates, teem, ' 58^ 

And pregnant grow by thy prolific ftream ! 

How many fpacious countries does the Rhine^ 

In winding hanks, and mazes Terpentine, 

Traverfe, before he fplits in Belgia's plain, 

And loft in fand creeps to the Germain main ! 59* 

Floods which through Indian realms their courfc purfuc, 

Thar Mexico enrich, and wafli Peru, 

With their unwearied ftreams yet farther pafs, 

Before they reach the fea, and end their race. 

And fince the rivers and the floods demand, 595 

For their defcent, a prone and finking land, 

Does not this due declivity declare 

A wife Direftor's providential care ? 

See, how the Oreams advancing, to the main 
Through crooked channels draw their cryftal train I 6o« 
While lingering thus they in meanders glide. 
They fcatter verdant life on cither fide. * 
The valleys fmile, and with their flowery face 
And wealthy births confefs the floods embrace. 
But this great bleiling would in part be lod, 695 

Nor would the meads their blooming plenty boafl; 
Did unchecked rivers draw their fluid train 
In lines direft, and rapid feek the main. 

The fea does next demand our view ; and thctc 
No lefs the marks of perfeft fltill appear. 6i« 

When firft the atoms to the congrefs came, 
And by their concourfe form'd the mighty frame. 
What did the liquid to th' affembly call. 
To give tlicir aid to form the ponderous ball ? 

Firll, 
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Firft, tell us, why did any come? next, why 615 

In fuch a difproportion to ihe dry ? 
Why were the moift in number fo outdone. 
That to a thoufand dry, they are but one ? 
When they uniied, and together clung. 
When undi{linguiih*d in one heap they hung, 6zo 

Haw was the union broke, the knot unty'd. 
What did th* entangled elements divide ? 
Why did the moift disjoin'd, without refpe£l 
To their lefs weight, the lowefl feat eleft ? 
Could they difpenfe to lie. below the land, 615 

With nature's law, and unrcpeal'd command j 
Which gives to lighter things the greatefi height. 
And feats inferior to fuperior weight ? 
Did they forcfee, unlefs they lay fo low. 
The reftlefs flood the land would overflow. 
By which the dclug*d earth would ufelefs grow I 
What, but a ca»fcious agent, could provide 
The fpacious hollow, where the waves refidc ? 
Where, bar'd with rock, and fencM with hills, the deep 
'Does in its womb the floating trcafures keep ; 635 

And all the raging regiments reftrain 
In flatcd limits, that the fwclling main 
May not in triumph o'er the frontier ride. 
And through the land licentious fpread its tide ? 
What other caufe the frame could fo contrive, 640 

That, when tempefluous winds the ocean drive, 
They cannot break the tyc, nor difunite 
The waves, which roll conneflcd in their flight ? 

Their 
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Their bands, though flack, no dilTolucion fear, 
Th* unfevcr'd parts the greateft preflurc bear, 645 
Though loofe, and fit to flow, they ftill cohere. 
This apt, this wife contexture of the fea. 
Makes it the fliips driv'n by the winds obey 5 
Whence hardy merchants fail from fliore to ihore. 
Bring Indian fpices home, and Guinea's ore. 650 

When you with liquid ilores have fiU'd the deepi 
What does the flood from putrefa£^ion keep } 
Should it lie flagnant in its ample feat. 
The fun would through it fpread deflru£^ive heat. 
The wife Contriver, on his end intent, 65$ 

Careful this fatal error to prevent. 
And keep the waters from corruption free, 
Mixt them with fait, and feafon'd all the fea. 
What other caufe could this efFeft produce ? 
The brackiffi tin£^ure through the main di£fufe ? 6I0 
You, who to folar beams this taik aflign. 
To fcald the waves, and turn the tide to brine» 
Reflefb, that all the fluid (lores, which fleep 
^Jn the remoteft caverns of the deep. 
Have of the briny force a greater ihare, i6f 

Than thofe above, that meet the ambient ur* 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! ere^ 
Mountains of fait, the ocean to infed. 
Who, vers'd in nature, can defcribe the land. 
Or fix the place on which thofe mountains (land } (79 
Why have thofe rocks fo long unwaded flood. 
Since, lavifh of their flock, they through the floods 
Have, ages pad, their melting cryflal fpred. 
And with their fpoils the liquid regions fed ? 

Yet 
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Yet more, the wife Contriver did provide, 675 
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\.To keep the fea from ftagnating the tide ; 
Which now we fee advance, and now fubfidc 
If you exclude this great Dire6ling Mind, 
"Declare vvhat caufe of this cft'ecl you find. 
You who tliis globe round its own axis drive, 680 

' From that rotation this event derive : 
You fav, the fea, which with unequal pace 
Attends the earth in this its rapid race, 
^.Does with its waves fall backward to the weft. 
And, thence repell'd, advances to the eaft : 685 

"While this revodving motion does endure. 
The deep muft reel, and rufh from fhore to fhore : 
"Thu^s to the fetting, and the rifing fun. 
Alternate tides in ftated order run. 
Th* experiments you bring us, to explain €90 

*^^his notion, are impertinent and vain. 
An orb or ball round its own axis whirl; 
Will not the motion to a diftance hurl 
Whatever duft or fand you on it place, 
A.nd drops of water from its convex face ? • ^95 

If this rotation does the feas a(Fe6i:, 
The rapid mction rather would eje£l 
The ftores the low capacious caves contain. 
And from its ample bafin caft the main ; 
Aloft in air would make the ocean fly, 700 

And dafh its fcatterM waves againft the fky. ' 

If you, to folve th' appearance, have recourfe 
To the bright fun's, or moon's impulfive force j 
Do you, who call for demonftration, tell 
How diflant orbs th' obedient flood impel ? 705 

This 
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This ftrong myftcrious influence explain, 

By which, to fwell the waves, they prefs the main. 

But if you chufe magnetic power, and fay 

Thofe bodies by attradion move the fea ; 

Till with new ligl^f: you make this fecrct knowiii . 71© 

And tell us how 'tis by attraftion done, 

You leave the mind, in darknefs flill involved. 

Nor have you, hke philofophers, refolv'd 

The doubts, which we to reafoning men refer^ 

Put with a cant of words abufe the ear. 7 '5 

Thofe,, who atlert the lunar orb pretides 
O'er humid bodies, and the ocean guides : 
Whofc waves obfequious ebb, or fwelling run, 
With the declining or incrcafmg moon ; 
With reafon feem her empire to maintain, 72© 

As miftrefs of the rivers and the main. 
Perhaps her a£live influences caufe 
Th' alternate flood, and give the billow laws} 
The waters feem her orders to obey. 
And ebb and flow, determin'd by her fway. 72^ 

Grant that the deep this foreign fovercign owns, 
That mov'd by her it this and that way runs. 
Say, by what force ihe makes the ocean fwell. 
Docs (he attradt the waters, or impel ? 
How does (he rule the rolling waves, and guide 73^ 
By fix t and conflant laws the refllefs tide ? 
Why does (he dart her force to that degree. 
As gives fo jufl: a motion to the fea. 
That it fliould flow no more, no more retire. 
Than nature's various ufeful ends require ? 73^ 

A Mind 
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A Mind Supreme you therefore muft approve, 

Whofe high command caus'd matter firfl to move : 

Who flill prcfervcs its courfe, and, with refpcft 

To his wife ends, all motions does dire6^« 

He to the (ilver moon this province gave, 740 

And fixt her empire o*er the briny wave 5 

£ndued her with fuch juft degrees of power^ 

As might his aims and wife defigns procure. 

Might agitate and work the troubled deep, 

A.nd rolling waters from corruption keep, 745 

But not impel them o'er their bounds of fand. 

Nor focce die waflefiil deluge o'eitthe land. 
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BOOK 11. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

THE Introcluftion, ^Tbe numerous and importane 
bleflings of rclrgion. The cxiftcncc of a God dtr 
monftratcd, from the wifdom and dcfign which ap- 
pear in the motions of the heavenly or»s ; but more 
particularly in the folar fyftcm. I. In the fituation 
of the fun, and its due diflance from the earth. The 
fatal confe^uences of its having been placed other- 
Wife than It is. II. In its diurnal motion, whence 
the change of day and nip^t proceeds : then in it» 
annual motion, whence arife the different degrees of 
heat and cold. The confinement of the fun oeeween 
the tropicks, not to l)e accounted for by any philofo^- 
phical hypothecs. The difficulties of the lame, if 
the earth moves, and the fun rcfts. The fprineof th* 
fun's motion, not to be explained by any irreligious 
philofophy. The contemplation ©t the folar Kghe, 
and the ufes made of it For the end propofed. The 
appearances in the folar fyflem not to be folved, buc 
by aflening a God. The fyftems of Ptolomj, Co- 
pernicus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler, conndered. 
The folar fyftem dcfcribcd, and compSred with the 
fixed Aars, which are fuppofed centres <^ the like 
^^ms. Refle£Uoxii on that comparifon. The hy- 
F pothefis 
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ptyhefis of Epicarus, in 'relation to the motion of 
the fun. Wifdom and dcfign difcovcrcd in the air ; 
in its ufeful ftrufturc, its eladicity, its various me- 
teors ; the wind, the rain, thunder, and lightning. 
A ihort contemplation of the vegetable kind. 

/^ AR U S, by hardy Epicurus taught, 

^^ From Greece to Rome his impious fyftem brought; 

Then war with Heaven he did infulting wage. 

And breath 'd againft the Gods immortal rage : 

Sec, he exclaims, the fourcc of all our woe ! 5 

Our fears and fufferings from Religion flow. 

We grant, a train of mifchicfs oft' proceeds 
iFrom fuperftitious rites and penal creeds j 
But view Religion in her native charms^ 
Difperfing blefiings with indulgent arms, xo 

From her fair eyes what heavenly rays arc fpread ! 
What blooming joys fmile round her blifsful head ! 

OfFsprine divine I by thee we blefs the Caufe, 
Who formed the world, and rules it by his laws j 
His independent being wc adore, 15 

Extoll his goodnefs, and revere his power ; 
Our wondering eyes his high perfections view. 
The lofty contemplation wc purfu^, 
Till ravifli'd we the great idea find, 
Shining in bright iinprefHons on our mind. 20 

I • Infpir'd by thee, gueft of celeflial race. 
With generous love, we hpman-kind embrace ; 
We provocations unprovok'd receive. 
Patient of wrong, and eafy to forgive j 

Protcft 
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Proteft the orphan, plead the widow's caufe, 25' 

Nor deviate from the line unerring juftice draws. 

Thy luftre, bled effulgence, can difpcll 
The clouds of error, and the gloom of hell j 
Can to the foul impart etherial light, 
Give life divine and intellectual fight : 30 

Before pur ravifli'd eyes thy beams difplay 
The opening fcencs of blifs, and endlefs day j 
By which incited, we with ardour rife, 
Scorn this inferior ball, and claim the fkies. 

Tyrants to thee a change of nature owe, 3 5 

Difmifs their tortures, and indulgent grow. 
Ambitious conquerors in-thcir mad career, 
Check'd by thy vgice, lay down the fword and fpear. 
The boldcft champions of impiety, 
Scornful of Heaven, fubdued or won by ihec, 
Before thy hallow'fl altars bend the kneej 
Loofe wits, made wife, a public good become^ 
The fons of pride an humble mien affume j 
The profligate in morals grow fevere, 
Defraudcrs jufl, and fycophants tincere. 4^ 

With amorous language and bewitching froiles^ 
Attractive airs, and all the lover's wiles. 
The fair Egyptian Jacob's fon carefs'd, 
Hung on his neck, and languiih'd on hit Ikcetils 
Courted with freedom now the beauteous Have, 50 

Now flattering fued, and threatening now did rave : 
But not the various eloquence of love, 
Nor power cnrag'd, could his fix'd nrtue move. 
See, aw'd by Heaven, the blooming Hebrew flies 
Her artful tongue, and more perl'uafive eyes; 5^ 

F a And, 
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And, fpringing from her difappointcd arms, 
J^refers a dungeon to forbidden charms. 

Stcdfaft in virtue's and his country'* caufc, 
Th' illuftrious founder of the Jcwifli laws, 
Who, taught by Heaven, at genuine greatnefs aimM, 60 
With worthy pride imperial blood difclaim'd ; 
Th' alluring hopes of Pharoah*s throne reiign*d. 
And the vain.pleafurcs of a court decline, 
Pleased with obfcurc recefs, to eafe the pains 
'Of Jacob's race, and break their fervile chains ; 65 I 
Such generous minds are formed, where bleft Religion J 

Ye friends of Epicurus, look around, [reigns. 
All nature view with marks of pnwlencc crown'd. 
Mind the vidfe ends, which proper means promote j 
See how the different parts fordiiferent ufe arc wrought,* 
Contemplate all this condu£k and ddign, 
Then own, and praifc, th* Artificer Divine, 

Regard the orbs fublime in athcr borne. 
Which the blue regions of the ikies adorn j 
Compared with whofe extent, this low-hung tall, 75 
Shrunk to a point, is defptcably fmall : 
Their number, counting thofe th* ^inaided «cyc 
Can fee, or by invented tubes d'efcry, 
With thofe which in tlie adverfc hcmifpherc. 
Or near «ach pole to lands remote appear. So 

The wided Aretch of human thought exceeds. 
And in th' attentive mind amazement breeds : 
While thefc fo numerous, and fo vafl of {nx. 
In various ways roll through the tracklefs (kicsi 
Through eroding roads pcrplext and intricate^ $5 

Perform their Aagesi and their roundi^ repeat ; 

None 
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None by colliiion from their courfe are driven. 

No fhocks, no confti£^8, break the peace of heaven j 

No fhatter'd gbbes, no glowing fragments fall^ 

No worlds o*fcrturn*d crulh this terreftrial ball j. 9P 

In tiealiteous order all the orbs advance^ 

Andy in their mazy complicated dance,. 

Not in one part of all tlie pathlefs (ky ' 

Did any ever halt, or flep awry. 

When twice ten thoufand men depriv'd of fight 9*5 
'I'o fome wide vale dire£l their footfteps right j 
Shall there a various figur*d dance cllay, 
Move by juft ftcps, and meafur'd time ol)cy ; 
Shall crofs each other with unerring feet^ 
Never miflake their place, and never meet ; lom 

Nor Ihall in many years the kaft decline 
From the fame ground, and the fame winding line : 
Then may in various roads the orbs above, 
Without a guide, in pcrfe£l concord move ; 
Then licauty, order, and harmonious laws,. i.*!^ 

May not require a wife DLrc£ting. Cauit. 

See, how th' indulgent father of the day^ 
At fuch due (lidance does his beams difplay. 
That he his heat may give to fca and land> 
In juil degrees, as all their wants demand! UQ 

But had he, in th' unmeafur^ble fpace 
Of aether, cliofen a remoter place j . 
For inftance, pleas*d with tliat fuperior feat 
Where Saturn, or where Jx)ve, their courfe repeat j 
Or had he happsn'd farther yet to lie i>i^ 

In the more dilbnt quarters of the iky ; 

F 3, Hovr 
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How fad, how wild, how exquiiite a fccnc 
Gf defolation, had this planet been i 
A wafteful, cold, untrodden wildernefs, 
The gloomy haunts of horror and diftrefsr i2« 

In (lead of woods, which crown the mountain's head, 
And the gay honours of the verdant mead ; 
Intlead of golden fruits, the garden's pride, 
By genial Ihowers and folar heat fupply'd j 
Icelandian cold, and Hyperborean fnows, 125 

Eternal froft, with ice that never flows, 
UnfufFerable winter, had defac'd 
Earth's blooming charms, and made a barren wafte : 
No mild indulgent gales would gently bear, 
On their foft wings, fweet vapours through the air, 130 
The balmy fpoils of plants, and fragrant flowers, 
Of aromatic groves, and myrtle bowers, 
Whofe odoriferous exhalations fan 
1 he flame of life, and recreate beaft and man ; 
But ftorms, ev*n worfe than vex Norwegian waves, 135 
That breed in Scythia's hills, or Lapland caves. 
Would through this bleak terreftrial dcfart blow. 
Glaze it with ice, or whelm it o'er with fnow. 
Or had the fun, by like unhappy fate, 
'^Eleftcd to the earth a nearer feat, 140 

His beams had cleft the hill, the valley dry'd, 
Exhal'd the lake, and drained the briny tide: 
A heat, fupcrior far to that which broils 
Borneo, or Sumatra, Indian ifles j 
Than that which ripens Guinea's golden ore, 145 

Or burns the Libyan hind^ or tans the Moor ; 

Had 
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Had laid all nature wade, and turn'd the land 

To hills of cinders^ and to vales of fand : 

No beads could then have rang'd the leafliCs Wood, 

Nor finny nations cut the boiling flood ; 150 

Birds had not beat the airy road, the fwains 

No flocks had tended on the ruflfet plains. 

Thus, had the fun's bright orb been more remote, 

The cold had kill'd ; and, if more near, the drought. 

Next fee, Lucretian fagcs, fee the fun 155 

His courfe diurnal and his annual run. 
How in his glorious race lie moves along, 
Gay as a bridegroom, as a giant flrong. 
How his unvaryM labour he repeats, 
Returns at morning, and at eve retreats j i6a 

And, by the diftiibution of his light. 
Now gives to man the day, and now the night; 
Night, when the drowfy fvvain and traveller ceafc 
Their daily toil, and footh their limbs with eafe ; 
When all the weary fons of woe reftrain 
Their yielding c^res with (lumber's filken chain, 
Solace fad grief, and lull reluctant pain. 

And while the fun, ne'er covetous of reft. 
Flies with fuch rapid fpeed from call: to weft. 
In tracks oblique he through the zodiac rolls, 17© 

Between the northern and the fouthcrn poles : 
From which revolving progrefs through the fkicsj 
The needful feafons of the year arife. 
And as he now advances, now retreats. 
Whence wintet colds proceed, and fummer heats, 175 
He qualifies and cheers the air by turns. 
Which winter freezes, and which fummer bums. 

F 4 Thus 
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Thus his kind rays the two extremes reduce. 

And keep a temper fit for nature's ufe. 

The froft and^^rought, by this alternate power, iSo 

The earth's prolific energy reftore. 

The lives of man and bead demand the change j 

Hence fowls the air, and filh the ocean, range. 

or beat and cold this juft fucceflivc reign, 

Which does the balance of the year majntaki, 185. 

1 he gardener's hope and farmer's patience props. 

Gives vernal verdure, and autumnal crops. 

Should but the fun his duty^nce forget, 
Nor from the north, nor from the fouth, retreat ; 
St.ould not the Ixiaras revive, and footh the foil,. 19CI 
Mcjlow the furrow for the ploughman's toil; 
A teeming vigour fhould they not difFiAfc, 
Ferment tht; glebe, and genial fpirits loofc, 
Which lay imprifon'd in the ftifFen'd ground^ 
Congcal'd with cold, in frofty fetters bound j 195 

Unfruitful Earth her wretched fate would mourn,. 
No grafs would cloath the plains, no fruit the trees adorn. 

Hut did the lingering orb much longer ftay, 
Unii'.indful of his courfe, and crooked way; 
The carih, of dews defrauded, would deteft 20^ 

The fj^tal favour of th* effulgent gucft j 
To diftant worlds implore him to repair. 
And free from noxious beams the fultry air : 
His lays, productive now of wealth and joy,. 
Would then the pafturc and the hills annoy, 
And with too great indulgence would dcftroy : 
In vain the labouring hind would till the land,. 
Turn up the glebe, and fow his feed i& fand : 

Tk« 



1 



CREATION. Book IL %% 

The meads would crack, in want of binding dews^ 

The channels would th* exhaling river lofc : 910 

While in their haunts wild beads expiring lie. 

The panting herds vroM on the paflurc die* 

But now the fun at neitlicr tropick flays 

A longer time than his alternate rays. 

In fuch proportion heat and luilrc givey »i^ 

As do not ruin nature, but revive;. 

When the bright orb, to folace Southern fcats^ 
Inverts his courfe, and from the North retreansji 
As he advances, his indulgent beani 
Makes the glad earth with frelh conceptions teem; ii^ 
Rcftores their leafy honours to the woods, 
Flowers to the banks, and freedoovto the floods | 
Unbinds the turf, exliilarates^ the plain. 
Brings back his labour, and recruits tlie fwain; 
Through all the foil a genial ferment fpread^y A15 

IRegenerates the plants, and new adorns the raead&i 
The birds on branches perch'd, oc on the wing. 
At nature's verdant reftojation fing, 
And with melodious lay falme the fpring.. 

The heats of fummer benefits produce 230 

Of equal number, and of equal ufc r 
The f'p routing birtlis, and beauteous vernal bloom. 
By warmer rays to ripe pcrfeftion com^j 
Th' auiiere and ponderous juices tliey fublixno^ 
Make them afcend tlie porous foil, and climb 
The orange-tree, the citron, and the linac] 
Which, drunk in plenty by the thirfty root, 
Break forth, in palmed iowers, and golden, fruic : 

They 
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They explicate the leaves, and ripen food 

For the filk -labourers of the mulberry wood ; 240 

And the fweet liquor on the cane bcftow. 

From which prepared the lufcious fugars flow 5 

With generous juice enrich the fpreading vine, 

And in the grape digeft the fprightly wine. 

The fragrant trees, which grow by Indian floods, 245 

And in Arabians aromatic woods. 

Owe all their fpices to the fummer*s heat, 

Their gummy tears, and odoriferous fweat. 

I^ow the bright fun compafts the precious flone. 

Imparting radiant luftre, like his own : 250 

He tin£kures rubies with their rofy hue. 

And on the fapphire fpreads a heavenly blue ; 

For the proud monarch's dazzling crown prepares 

Kich orient pearl, and adamantine flars. 

Next autumn, when the fun's withdrawing ray 255 
The night enlarges, and contrails the day. 
To crown his labour, to. the farmer yields 
The yellow treafures of his fruitful fields ; 
Ripens the harveft for the crooked fteel 
(While bending ftalks the rural weapon feel) ; 260 
The fragrant fruit for the nice palate fits, 
And to the prefs the fwelling grape fubmits. 

At length, forfaken by the folar rays. 
See, drooping Nature fickens and decays j 
While Winter all his fnowy ftores difplays. 
In hoary triumph unmolefled reigns 
0*er barren hills, and bleak untrodden plains ; 
Hardens the glebe, the Ihady grove deforms, 
Fetters the floods^ and ihakes the air with florms. 

Now 
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Now aflivc fpirits arc reftrain'd with cold, '27b 

And prifons, crarap'd with ice, the genial captives hold. 

The meads their flowery pride no longer wear. 

And trees extend their naked arms in air; 

The frozen furrow, and the fallow field. 

Nor to the fpade, nor to the harrow, yield. 27 1 

Yet in their turn the fnows and frofts produce 
Various effe^^s, and of important ufe. 
Th* intemperate heats of fummer are controPd 
By winter's rigour, and inclement cold, 
Which checks contagious fpawn, and noxious fleams. 
The fatal offspiing of immoderate beams; 
Th' exhaufted air with vital nitre fills, 
Infe6lion flops, and deaths in embryo kills ; 
Conftrains the glebe, keeps back the hurtful weed. 
And fits the furrow for the vernal feed. ztt 

The fpirits now, as faid, imprifon*d flay. 
Which elfe, by warmer fun-beams drawn away. 
Would roam in air, and diffipated dray. 
Thus are the winter frofts to nature kind, 
Frofts, which reduce excefTive heats, and bind 290 

Prolific ferments in refifllefs chains, 
Whence parent earth her fruitfulnefs maintains. 
To compafs all thefe happy ends, the fun 
In winding tra6ls does through the zodiac run. 

You, who fo much arc vers*d in caufe«, tell, 2*^ 
What from the tropicks can the fun repel ? 
What vigorous arm, what repercuifivc blow. 
Bandies the mighty globe flill to and fro, 
Yet with fuch conduft,/fuch unerring art, 
lie never did the tracklefs roaddefert ? 309 

* Why 



} 



ir« BLACKMORE'^S POEMS. 

Why docs he never in his fpiral race 
The troprcks or the polar circles pafs ^ 
What gulphs, what mounds, what terrours, can control 
The rufiiing orb, and make him backward roll ? 
Why fliould he halt at cither ftation ? why y$ 

Not forward run in unobf>ru6^ive Iky ? 
Can he not pafs an aftronomic line ? 
Or does he dread th* imaginary fign ; 
That he fliould ne'er advance to either pole^ 
Nor farther yet in liquid aether roll, 3 i»o 

Till he has gainM feme unfrequented place. 
Loft to the world in vafl. unmeafur'd fpace ? 
If to the old you the new fchools prefer, 
And to tne fam'd Copernicus adhere ; 
Jf you cftecm that fuppofition beft, 315 

Which moves the earth, and leaves the fun at reft $ 
With a new veil your ignorance you loide, 
Still is the k^not as hard to lie unty*d ; 
You change your fcheme, but the old doubts remain, 
And ftili you leave th* enquiring mind in pain. 320 

This problem, as philofophcrs, rcfolve : 
What makes the globe from Weft to Eaft revolve ? 
What is the ftrong impullive caufe declare, 
Which rolls the ponderous orb fo fwift in air? 
To your vain anfwer will you Imyc recourfe, 325 

And tell us 'tis iogenite, a£tive force. 
Mobility, or native power to move. 
Words which mean nothing, and can nothing prove } 
That moving power, that force innate explain. 
Or your grave anfw€C& are abfurd and raio : 3 3^ 

Wc 
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Wc no folution of our queftion find j 
Your words bewilder, not .dire6k the mind. 

If you, this rapid motion to procure, 
For the hard tafk employ magnetic power» 
Whether that power you at the centre place, 33 j 

Or in the middle regions of the mafs, 
Or elfe, as fome philofophers affert, 
You give an equal (hare to every part, 
Have you by this the caufe of motion fhown? 
After explaining, is it not unknown ? 349 

Since you pretend, by reafon's ilri£ieft laws. 
Of an efFcft to manifeft the caufe ; 
Nature, of wonders fo immenfe a field. 
Can none more ftrtnge, none more myfterious yield. 
None that eludes fagacious reafon more 34^ 

Than this obfcure, inexplicable power. 
Since you the fpring of motion cannot ihow. 
Be jufl, and fauUlefs ignorance allow; 
Say, *tis oheciicncc to th' Almighty nod. 
That 'tis the will, the power, the hand of God. 3CCK 

Philofophers of fpreading fame are found. 
Who by th' attra£Hon of the orbs around 
Would move the earth, and make its courfe obe]^ 
The fun's and moon's inevitaUe fway. 
Some from the preiTure and impelling force 351 

Of heavenly bodies would derive its couriibi 
Whilft in the dark and difficult difpute 
All are by turns confuted, and confute 1 
Each can fubvert th' opponent's fcheme, bat none 
H^% Arengtli ^ retfbn to fnpport Jhis own, 2^ 
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The mind cmploy'd in fearch of fecret things, 
To find out npotion's caufe and hidden fprings, 
Through all th* etherial regions mounts on high, 
Views all the fpheres, and ranges all the Iky j 
Searches the orbs, and" penetrates the air 365 

With unfucccfsful toil, and fruitlefs care ; 
Till, ftdpp'd by awful heights, and gulphs immenfc 
Of Wifdom, and of vaft Omnipotence, 
She trembling (lands, and does in wonder gaze, 
X^fl in the wide inextricable maze. 370 

See, how the fun does on the middle ihine, 
And round the globe defcribe th' aequator line j 
By which wife means he can the whole furvey ^ 

With a direct, or with a flanting ray, I 

I^ the fucceflion of a night and day. 375 J 

Had the North pole been fixt beneath the fun. 
To Southero realms the day had been unknown : 
If the South pole had gain'd that nearer feat. 
The Northern climes had met as hard a fate, 
^nd fince the fpace, that lies on either iide 380 

The folar orb, is without limits wide ; 
Grant that the fun had happened to prefer 
A feat «fcaat but one diameter, 
LqA to the light by that unhappy place 
This globe had lain a frozen, lonefome mafs. 385 

Behold th? light emitted froni the fun. 
What more familiar, and what more unknown \ 
While by its fpreading radiance it reveals 
All na^ute's face, it dill itfelf conceals. 
See how each tporn.it.does its beams difplay, 390 

Jfjjid on its golden wings bring back the day ! 

How 
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How foon th* effulgent emanations fly 

Through the blue gulph of interpofing (ky ! 

How foon their luftre all the region fills, 

Smiles on the vallies, and adorns the hills I 395 

Millions of miles, fo rapid is their race. 

To cheer the earth, they in few moments pafs. 

Amazing progrcfs ! At its utmoft ftretch. 

What human mind can this fwifc motion reach ? 

But if, to fave fo quick a flight, you fay 4o# 

The ever-rolling orb's impulfive ray 

On the next threads and filaments does bear 

Which form the fpringy texture of the nir, 

That thofe ftill ftrikc the next, till to the fight 

The quick vibration propagates the light ; 405 

'Tis ftill as hard, if we this fchcme believe, 

The caufe of light's fwift progrefs to conceive. 

With thought from prepoffeflion free, rcfleft 
On folar rays, as they the fight refpeft. 
The beams of light had been in vain difplay'd^ 419 
Had not the eye been fit for vifion made : ^ 
In vain the Author had the eye prepared 
With fo much ikill, had not the light appear'd. 

The old and new aftronomers in vain 
Attempt the heavenly motions to explain. * 41} 

iPitft Ptolomy his fcheme celeftial wrought. 
And of machines a wild provifion brought : 
Orbs centric and eccentric he prepares, 
Cycles and epicycles, folid fpheres. 
In order plac'd, and with bright globes inlaid^ 429 
To folve the tours byhea?enly bodies made. 

But: 
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But fo pcrplext, fo intricate a frame, 
The latter ages with dcriiion name. 
The comets, which at feafons downward tend, 
Then with their flaming equipage afcend j 425 

VenAis, which in the purlieus of the fun 
Docs now above him, now beneath him, run ; 
The ancient ftru6^ure of the heavens fubvcrt, 
Rear'd with vaft labour, but with little art. 
V Co^iemicus, who rightly did condemn 430 

This eldeft fyftem, form'd a wifer fcheme 5 
In which he leaves the fun at reR, and rolls 
The orb tcrreftrial on its proper poles ; 
Whlfh Aftkes the night and day by this careen^ 
^pd by its (low and crooked courfe the year, 435 

The famous Dane, who oft* the modern guides, 
To earth and fun their provinces divides : 
The earth's rotation makes the night and day; 
The fun revolving through ph* ecliptic way 
fficOts the various feafons of the year, 440 

Which m their turn for happy ends appear. 
This fcneme or that, which pleafes bed, embrac^i 
Still we the Fountain of their gnotion trace. 
Kepler alTerts thefie wondisrs may be dona 
By the magnetic virtue of the fun, 44$ 

Which he, to gain his end, tliiaks Bt to place 
Full in the centre of that mighty fpace, 
Which docs the fpheres, where planets roll, ipcludc, 
And leaves him with attra£^ive force endued. 
The fun, thus feated, by mechanic laws, 459 

The earth and every diftaat plaoet dr%ws; 
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By which attraftion all the planets, found 
Within his r^ach, are turn'd in aether round, 
, . If all thefe rolling orbs the fun obcjv 
Who holds his empire by magnetic fway 5 455 

Since all are guided wirh an equal force, 
Why are they fo unequal in their courfe ? 
Saturn in thirty years his ring compleats, 
Which fwifter Jupiter in twelve repeats. 
Mars three and twenty months revolving fpcnds ; 4(0 
The Earth in twelve her annual journey ends. 
Venus, thy race in twice four months k run ; 
For his, Mercurius three demands ; the Moon 
Her revolution finifhes in one. 

If all at once are mov'd, and by one fpring ; 465 

Why fo Unequal is their annual ring ? 

If fomc, you fay, preft with a ponderous Idad 
Of gravity, move flower in their road, 
Bccaufe, with weight encumber'd and oppreft, 
Thefe fluggifh orbs th' attraftivc fun rciift j 47* 

Till you can weight and gravity explain, 
Thofe words are infigmficant and vain. 
If planetary orbs the Sun obey, 
Why fliould the Moon difown his fovereign fway ? 
rWhy in a whirling eddy of her own 47^ 

Around the globe tcrrcftrial Ihould flic run ? 
This difobediencc of the Moon will prove 
The Sun's bright orb does not the planet move. 

Philofophers may f pare their toil ; in vain *\ 

They form new fchemes, and rack their thoughtful \ 

brain, • 480 C 

The caufe of heavenly motions to explain 3 J 

G After 
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After their various unfucccfsful ways^ 

Their fruitlefs labour, and inept cffays, 

No caufe of thofe appearances they Ml find. 

But Power exerted by th' Eternal Mind $ 485 

Which through their roads the orbs celcftial drives. 

And this or diat determinM motion gives. 

The Mind Supreme does all his worlds control. 

Which by his order this and that way roll j 

From him they take a delegated force, ^ 490 

And by his h;gh command maintain their courfe ; 

By laws decreed ere fleeting time begun. 

In their fixt limits they their ftages run. 

But if the Earth, and each erratic world, 
Around tlieir Sun their proper centre whirl'd, 4^5 

Compofe but one extended vaU machine. 
And from one fpring their motions all begins 
Does not fo wide, fo intricate a frame. 
Yet fo harmonious, fo^ere^go art procUim ? 
^it a proof of judgn(ient to invent ^o* 

A work of fpheres involved, which reprefent; 
The (ituation of the orbs above, 
Their fize and number (hew, and hpw they move } 
And does not in the orbs therafelves appear 
A great contrivance, and defign as clear ? 595 

This wide machine the univerfe regard, 
With how much ikill is each apartment rear'd! 
The Sun, a globe of 6re, a glowing mafs?, > 

Hotter than melting flint, or fluid glaf$, f 

Of this our fy{l:<:m holds thie middle place* [ S^* 

Mercurius, neared to the central Sun, 
Does in an oval orbk cicciiog lun i 

But 
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But rarely is the objc'dl of our figHt 

In folar glory funk, and mor^ prevailing light. 

Venus tbe next, whofe lovely beams adorn 515 ^ 

As well the dewy eve, as opening morn, I 

Docs her fair orb in b^utcous order turn. J^ 

The Globe Terrcftrial next, with (lanting polesy 

And all its ponderous load, unwearied rolls. 

Then we behold bright planetary Jove 519 

Sublime in air through his wide province move ; 

Four fecond planets his dominion own, 

And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moon. 

Saturn, revolving in the higheft fphere. 

With lingering labour finilhes his year. 525 

Yet is this mighty fyflcra, which contains 
So many worlds, fuch vad etherial plains. 
But one of thoufands, which com pole the whole. 
Perhaps as glorious, and of worlds as full. 
The (lais, which grace the high expanfion, bright 530 
By their own. beams, and unprecarious light, 
Though fome near neighbours feem, and fome difplay 
United luftre in tlie milky way. 
At a vad diflance from each other lie, 
StverM by fpacious voids of liquid Iky. 535 

AH thefe illufltious worlds, and many more. 
Which by the tube aftronomers explore j 
And millions which the glafs can ne'er defcry. 
Loft in the wilds of vaft immcnfity ; 
Arc funs, are centres, whofe fuperior fway 549 

Planets of various magnitude obey. 

If we with one cleat comprehenfive light 
Saw all thefc fyftems, airthe'fe orbs of light 1 

G t If 
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* If we their order and dcpcrtdencc knew, 
Had all ttieir motions and their ends in view» 54. 5 

With all thecomets which in aether ftray, 
Yet conft^nt to* their time, and to their way; 
tVhich planets feem, though rarely they appear, 
.Rarely 'approach the radiant furi fo near, 
That his fair beams their atmofpherc pervade, 550 

Whence their bright h <ir and'flaming trains arc made; 
Would not this view convincing marks impart 
Of peifc61: prudence and ftupendous art ? 

The matters formM in Newton's famous fchool, 
Who does the chief in modern fcien«e rule, 555 

Ereft their fchemes by mathematic laws, 
And folve appearances with jutt applaufe : 
Thefe, who have^ Nature's fteps with care purfued, 
That n^attcr is with a6live force endued, ■ 
That all its parts magnetic power exert^ 560 

And to each other gravitate, aflcrt. 
While by this power they on each otlKr aft, 
They are at once attrafled, and attrafb. 
Lefs bulky matter therefore muft obey 
More bulky matter's. more engaging fway ; ^56 5 

By this the fabrick they together hohl, 
By this the courfe of heavenly orbs unfold. 
Yet thefe fagacious fons of fciencc own 
Attraftive virtue is a thing unknown. 
This wondrous power, they pioufly aflfert, 570 

Th* Almighty Author did at firft impart 
To matter in degrees, that might produce 
The motions he dcfign'd for Naturc*& ufc. 

But 
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Bat, left .we-fliould not here due reverence pay 
To learned Epicurus, fee the way 575 

By which this rcafoner, of fuch high renown, 
Mo/cs through th' ecliptic road the rolliog ftto* 
Opprcft w;ih thirfl and heat, to adverfe fcaU 
By turns, favs he, tl»e panting fun retreats. 
To flake his drought, his vigour to repair 5i» 

In fnowy climes, and frozen fields of air; 
Wlvcre the brii^ht glutton revels without reft 
On his cool banquet, and. aerial fcaft; 
Still to and fro he does, his light convey 
Through the fame track, the fame unaltcr'd way, 585 
On luxury intent, and eager of his prey. 

But if the fun is back and forward roU'd,, 
To treat his thirfty orb with polar cold. 
Say, is it not,- good Epicurus, flrangc 
He (hould not once beyond the tropic range, 59«, 

Where he, to queach his drought fo mucli inclia'd, . 
May fnowy fields, and nitrous pa flu res. find,. 
Meet ftores of cold fo greedily purfu'd. 
And be refrcfli'd with never-wafting food? 

Sometimes this wondrous man is plcasM to fay, 595 
This way and that ftrong.blafts the fun convey : 
A northern wind his orb with vigour drives. 
Till at the fouthem tropic it arrives ; 
Then, wanting breath, and with his toil opprcft, 
He drops his wings, and leaves the air at reft ; 6^* 
Ffefh gufts, now fpringing from the fouthcrn pole, 
Affault liim there, and make hitii backvvard roll. , 
Thus gales alternate through the zmliack blow 
The failing orb, and Wafr him to and.iio ; 

« .3 . TTl.i'o 



} 



«6 BLACK MO RE'S POEMS. 

While Epicurus, hletl With Aought rcfin'd, 6C5 

Makes the vaft globe the paftime of the wind. 

Were it not idle labour to confute 
Notions'tb wild, unworthy of difpute; 
I 'd of the learned Epicurus afk. 
If this were for the winds a proper talk > 6xe 

Illutlrious fagc, inform th' enquirer, why 
Still from Qne Hated point of all the iky 
The fickk meteor fhould the fun convey, 
Through the fame ftages of his fpiral way ? 
Why in one path, why with fuch equal pace, 615 
That he fhould never mifs in all his race. 
Of time one miriute, or one inch of fpace ? 

Remark the air's tranfparent element, 
Its curious (Irufture, and its vafl extent : 
Its wondrous web proclaims the loom divine ; 629 

Its threads, the hand that drew them out fo fine. 
This thin contexture makes its bofom fit, 
Celedial heat and luflre to tranfmit j 
By which of foreign orbs the riches flow 
On this dependent, needy ball below. 625 

Obferve its parts linkM in fuch artful fort, 
All are at once fupponcd, and fupport: 
The column pois'd fits hovering on our heads. 
And a foft burden on our (boulders fpreads ; 
So the fide-arches all the weight fuflain, 530 

We find no preflurc, and we feel no pain j 
Still are the fubtile ftrings in tenfion found. 
Like thofe of lutes to juft proportion wound. 
Which of the air's vibration is the fourcc. 
When it receives the firokes of foreign forcec 63 $ 

Let 
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Let curious minds, who would the air infpefl;. 
On its elaftic energy rufieft. 
The fecrct force through all the frame difFus'd, 
By which" its firings are from comprellion loosM j 
The fpungy parts, now to a flraiter feat 64^ 

Aie forc'd by cold, and widened now by heatj 
By turns they all extend, by turns retire, 
As Nature's various fervices require j 
They now expand to fill an empty fpace, 
Now ihrink to let a ponderous body pafs, 645 

If ragiilg winds invade the atmofphcre, 
Their force its curious texture cannot tear, 
Make no difruption in the threads of air; 
Or if it does, thofe parts themfelves reftorc, 
Heal their own wounds, and their own breaches curc» 

Hence the mcl<jdious tenants of the iky, 
Which haunt inferior feats, or foar on high, 
With eafe through alt the fluid region ftray. 
And through the wide expanfion wing their way ;• 
Whofe open melhes let terrcftrial fleams 655 

P^fs through, entic'd away by folar beams ; 
And thus a road reciprocal difplay 
To riling vapours, and defcending day. 

Of heat and light, what ever-during (lores. 
Brought from the fun^s exhaufllefs golden (hores; 660 
Through gUlphs immcnfe of intervening air, 
Enrich the earth, and every lofs repair 1 
The land, its giinful traffick to niymtain. 
Sends out crude vapours, in exchange for rain j 

C^ 4 The 
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The flowery garden and the verdant ;headt 665 

Warm'd by their rays, their exhalations fprcad. 

In (hovvers and balmy dews to be repaid 5 

The ftreams, their banks foifaken, upward move,. 

And flow again in wandering clouds above : 

Thefe regions Nature's magazines on bigh 670 

With all the ftores demanded there fupply ; 

Their different fteams the air's wide bofom fill. 

Moid from the flood, dry from the barren hillj 

Materials into meteors to be wrought, 

Which back to thefe tcrreftrial feats are brought, 675 

By Nature ffiap'd to various figures, thofe 

The fruitful rain, and thefe the hail compofe, 

The fnowy fleece, and curious froft-work ; thefe 

Produce the dew, and thofe the gentle breeze : 

Some form fierce winds, which o'er the mountain pafs, 

And beat with vigorous wings the valley's face ; 

O'er the wide lake and barren defart blow, 

0*er Libya's burning fand, and Scythia's fnow ; 

Shake the high cedar, through the foreft fweep, 

And with their furious breath ferment the deep, 685 

This thin, this foft contexture of the air 
Shows the wife Author's providential care, 
Who did the wondrous ftrufture fo contrive, 
That it might life to breathing creatures give ; 
Might reinfpire, and make the circling mafs 699 

Through all its winding channels fit to pafs. 
Had not the Maker wrought the fpringy frame 
Such as it is, to fan the viral flame. 
The blood, defrauded of its nitrous food, 
"'Had cool'd and ianguifh'd in th* artexial rdad : 695 

While 
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While the tir*d heart had drove with fruitlcfs pain 
To pufh the iazvAldc "along the vein. 

Of what important ufe to hunnan kind, 
To what great ends fubfcrvicnr, is the wind ? 
Behold, wherc-e'er this a£tive vapour flics, 70* 

It drives the clouds, and agitates the ikies : 
Th's from ftagnation and corruption faves 
Th* aerial ocean's ever-rolling waves. 
This aninnals, to fuccour life, demand; 
For, (hould the air unventilated (land, 705 

The idle deep corrupted would contain 
Blue deaths, and fecret (lores of raging pain ; 
The fcorching fun would wi'.h' a fatal lx:am 
Make all the void with births malignant teamy 
Engender jaundice, fpotted torments breed, 710 

And purple plagues, from peftilential feed ; 
Exhaling vapours would be turn'd to fwarms 
Of noxious infefts, and deftru6live worms. 
More than were rais'd to fcourge tyrannic luft, 
By Mofes* rod, from animated dud. 715 

Another bleiling, which the breathing wind 
Benevolent conveys to human kind. 
Is, that it cools and qualifies the air. 
And wi:h fofc breezes does the regions cheer. 
On which the fun o*er-friendly does difplay i2% 

Heat too prevailing, and redundant day. 
Ye fwarthy nations of the torrid zone, 
How well to you is this great bounty kpownl 
As frequent gales from the wide ocean nfc 
To fan your air, and moderate your ikies ; 725 

So 
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So conftant winds, as well afs rivers, flow 

From your high hills enrich'd with ftores of fnowj 

For this great end, thefc hills rife more fublimc, 

Than thofc erefted in a temperate clime. 

Had not the Author his provifion made, 730 

By which your air is cool'd, your fun allay'd, 

Deftroy'd by too intenfe a flame, the land 

Had lain a parch 'dinhofpital>le fand. 

Thefe diftri^ts, which between the tropick-s lie. 

Which fcorching beams direftly darted fry, 73-^ 

Were thought an uninhabitable feat, 

Burnt by the neighbouring orb's immoderate heat : 

But the frelh breeze, tliat from the ocean blows. 

From the wide lake, or from the mountain fnows. 

So fooths the air, and mitigates the fun, 740 

So cures the regions of the fultry zone, 

That oft' with Nature's bleffings they abound. 

Frequent in people, and with plenty crown'd. 

As a£lfre winds relieve the air and land. 
The feas no lefs their ufeful blafts demand : 745 

Without this aid, the (hip would neVr advance 
Along the deep, and o'er the billow dance, 
But lie a lazy and a ufelefs load, 
The foreft's wafted fpoils, the lumber of the flood. 
Let but the wind with an aufpicious ^aie, 7)50 

To fliove the veflTcl, fill the fpreading fail. 
And fee, with fwelling canvafs wing'd, (he flies. 
And with her waving dreamers fweeps the ikies I 
Th' adventurous merchant thus purfues his way 
Or to the rife, or to the fall of day. 75 S 

Thus 
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Thus mutual traffick fever*d realms maintain. 
And manufa6lures change to mutual gain ; 
Each other's growth and arts they fell and buy, 
Eafe their redundance, and their wants fupply. 

Ye Britons, who the fruit of commerce find, 760 
How is your Iflc a debtor to the wind. 
Which thither wafts Arabia's fragrant fpoils, 
Gems, pearls, and fpices, from the Indian iilesy 
From Perfia filks, wines from Iberia's fhorc, 
Peruvian drugs, and Guinea's golden ore ! 765 

Delights and wealth to fair Augufta flow 
From every region whence the winds can blow. 

See, how the vapours congregated rear 
Their gloomy columns, and obfcure the air ! 
• Forgetful of their gravity, they rife, 770 

Renounce the centre, and ufurp the ikies. 
Where, form'd to clouds, they their black lines difplay. 
And take their airy march, as winds convey. 
Sublime in air while they their courfe purfue. 
They from their fable fleeces ihake the dew 775 

On the parchc mountain, and with genial run 
Renew the forefV, and refrefh the plain : 
They fhed their healing juices on the ground. 
Cement the crack, and clofe the gaping wound. 
Did not the vapours, b3r^he foltr heat 7 So 

Thinn'd and exhal'd, rife to their airy feat, ^ 

Or not in watery clouds collefted fly. 
Then form*d to ponderous drops defert the fty} 
The fields would no recruits of moifturc find. 
But, by the fun-beams dry'd; and by the wipd, ^tl 

WouW 
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Would never plant, or flower, or fruit, produce, 
Or for the heart, or for his mafter's ufe. 

But in the fpacious cFimates, which the rain 
Does never hlc's (fuch is th' Egyptian plain). 
With ho»v much art is that defc£i: fupply'd ! 790 

S«e, how foinj no'ole river's fwelling tide, 
Augmented by the mountain's melting fiiows. 
Breaks from its banks, and o'er the region flows ! 
Hence fruitful crops and flowery wealth enfue. 
And to the fwain fuch mighty gains accrue, 795 

He ne'er reproaclics heaver, for want of dew. 

See, and revere, tU' aitillcry of Heaven, 
Drawn by the gale, or by the tempeft driven I 
A dreadful fire the floatirg batteries make, 
Overturn the mountain, and the foreft (bake. ' Zo: 

This way and that they drive the atmofphere. 
And its wide bofom from corruption clear, 
While their bright flame confumcs the fulphur trains^ 
And noxious vapours which infe£l our veins. 
Thus they refine the vital element,, 8o| 

Secure our health, and growing plagues prevent. 

Your contemplation farther yet purfue ; 
The wondrous world of vegetables view \ 
Obfervc the foreft oak, the mountain pine,. 
The towering cedar, and the humble vine, 8i« 

The bending willow, that o'erfliades the flood. 
And each fpontaneous offspring of the wood ! 
The oak and pine, which high fiom earth arife. 
And wave their lofty heads aroidft the fkies. 
Their parent earth in like proportion wound, 8x5 

And through crude metals penctrace the ground ; 

Their 
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Their ftrong and ample root* defcend (o deep, 

Thar fixr and firm they mav their Aation keep, 

And^the iiwrce (hocks of turious winds defy, 

WitTi all the outrage of inclement fky. tio 

But the l)are brier and the noble vine 

Their arms around their Wronger neighbour twine. 

The creeping ivy, to preient its fall, 

Clings with its fibrous grapples to the wall. 

Thus arc. the trees.of every kind fecurc, ^Saj 

Or by their own, or by a borrow*d power. 

But every tree from- all its branching roots 

Aroidft the glebe frnall hollow fibres (hoots ; 

Which drink with thirfty mouths the vital juice, 

And to the limbs and leaves their food diffufe : 830 

Peculiar pores peculiar juice receive, 

To thi» deny, to that admittance give. 

Hence various trees their various fruits produce - 
Some for delightful tade, and fome for u(e. 
Hence fprouting plants enrich the plain and wood, tj^ 
For phyiick fome, and fome dc(ign'd for food. 
Hence fragrant flowers, with different colours dy'd. 
On fmiling meads unfold their gaudy pride. 

Review thefe numerous fcenes, at once furvey 
Na.ure's extended face ; (hen, fcepticks, fay, t4P 

In this wide field of wonders can you find 
No arc difoovcr'd; and no end dcfign'd ? 
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BOOK III. 

THE ARGUMFKT, 

Tttp introdu^ion. Ufefut knowledge firft purfued 
by man Agriculture. Architecture. Sculpture. 
Painting. Mufick. The Grecian Philofophers iirft 
ene^agedin ufelefs fpeculations. The abfurdity of 
allerting the fclf^exillent, independent, and eternal 
^eing or atoms, according to the fcheme of Epicurus. 
Anfwer to the ot)je£tions of Atheifts to the fcheme of 
Creation airerud in the two formejT. ix>oks. The 
objections brought hy Lucretius, againft Creation^ 
from the necdTuy of pre-cxiftcnt matter for the for- 
mation of all kinds of beings^^ from the pretended 
unartful contrivance of the world ; from thorns^ 
Wi0t^^ ^nd noxious weeds; from fiavage bcaftSf 
ilorms» tirMmdcr* difeafes; fromi the painfii^l bictK 
andthe ilioct life of man ; from the mequtlity of 
heat and cold in different climates; anfwered. Tbe 
objections of the Pyrrhoniansy orScepticks, anfwered. 
A reply ^to rhofe who allert all things ow« their be* 
,itig and their motions to nature. Their different 
and fenfelets account of that word. More apparent 
and eminent (kill and wifdom expreiled in the works 
of nature than in thofe of human art« The unrea* 
fonablenefs of denying (kill and deiign in the Au« 
thor of thofc works. Vaninus> Hobbes^ and Spi- 
nofa, coniidered. 
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T7RE vain Philofophy had rearM her fchool, 

'*-' Who'e cliicfs imae:in'd realms of fciencc rukf 

With idle toil form vifionarv fchcmes. 

And wage eternal war for rival dicams ; 

Studious of good, man difregarded fame, ^^ 

And ufeful knowledge was his eldeft aim : 

Through metaphvfic wilds he never flew. 

Nor the dark haunts of fchool chimxras knew» 

But had alone his happinefs in view. 

He milk'd the lowing herd, he prefs'd the cheefc» 
Folded the flock, and fpun the wcolly fleece. 
In urns the bees delicious dews he lay'd, 
Whofe kindlinig wax invented' day difplay'd ; 
Wre(\ed their iron entrails from the hills, 
,1[hen witl> the fpoijs his glowing forges Ells{ i^ 

And (hap*d with vigprous flrokes the ruddy hwf 
To rural arms, viaconfdous yet of wan 
He made the ploughlhare in the furrow fhine^ 
And learned to ioy/ hi$ bread, and plant bis vine. 
'J^ow verdant food adorn'd the garden beds, to 

And fruitful tresis (hot up th^ir branching heads; 
Rich balm from groves, and herbb frocn graify pUmSf 
His fever iboth'd, or heal'd.his wounded veins. 

Our fathers nesff, in architeiSkure ikiU'df 
Cities for.uf<;, and forts for fafety, build : 15 

Then palaces and lofty domes arof(^, 
Thefe for devxition, and for plcafure th<;iife. 
Their tliou^hts were next to anful fculp^ure torn'dy 
Which now the palace^ now the dome adorn'd. 

4 The 
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The pencil then did growing fame acquire, -^ 

Then was the trumpet lieaid, and tuneful lyre, > 

One did the triumph fing, and one the war infpire. J 

Gieece did at length a learned race produce. 
Who needful fcience mock'd, and arts of ufe, 
Ci'nfum'd their fruitlefs hours in eagfer chace 35 

Of airy notions, through the boundlefs fpacc 
Of rpcculation, and the darkfome void, 
Where wrangling wits, in endlefs ft rife employ*d. 
Mankind with idle fubtilties embroil, 
And fafliion fyftems with romantic toil ) 40 

Thefe with the pride of dogmatizing fchools 
Impos*d on nature arbitrary rules j 
Forc'd her their vain inventions to obey, 
And move as learned frenzy trac'd the way : 
vAbovc the clouds while they prefum'd to foar, 45 

Her traclclefs heights ambitious to explore, 
And heaps of undigeftfcd volumes writ, 
lUufive notions of fantaftic wit $ 
So long they nature ftarch'd, and markM her lawf, 
"^hey loft the knowledge of th* Almighty Caufe. ^e 

Th' erroneous di6^atcs of each Grecian fage 
Renounc'd the doctrines of the eldcft age : 
Yet theffi their macchlefs fcience did proclaim, 
Ufurp liiftin^^ion, and appropriate fame. 

But though their fchools produced no nobler fruit 55 
Than empty fchemcs, and triumphs of difpute j 
Th^ notions which arife from Nature's light *! 

As well adorn the mind, as guide her right, f 

Enlarge her compafs, and improve her fight. ^ 

Thefc 
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Thcfe ne'er the breaft with vain ambition fire, 6« 

But banifli pride, and modeft thoughts infpirc. 

By her infoim'd, we bleft religion learn. 

Its glorious objeft by her aid difcem ; 

The rolling worlds around us we furvcy, 

Th* alternate fovereigns of the night and day ; 65 

View the wide earth adorn *d with liills and woods. 

Rich in her herds, and fertile by her floods ; 

Walk through the deep apartments of the main, 

Afcend the air to vifit clouds and rain ; 

And, while we ravifli'd gaze on Nature's face, 7# 

Remark her order, and her motions trace. 

The long coherent chain of things we find 

*Lcads to a Caufe Supreme, a wife Creating Mind. 

You, who the being of a God difclaim, 
And think mere Chance produced this wondrous fiamei 
Say, did you e*er refle£^, Lucretian tribe. 
To matter what perfeftions you afcribc ? 
Can you to dufl fuch veneration ihow? 
An atom with fuch privilege endow. 
That from its nature's pure neceflity lt 

It ihould exift, and no corruption fee ? 

Since your Hiil atoms independent are. 
And not each other's being prop and bear. 
And fuice to this it is fortuitous 

That others ihould exigence have $ fuppofe I5 

You in your, mind one atom ihould remove 
From all the troops, that in the vacant drove. 
Cannot our thought conceive one atom lefs ? 
If fo> you Grecian fages mud confefs 

H . That 
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That matter, which yon inckpendenc name^ ao 

Cannot a being neceffary dlaim ; 
For what has being from neccflity. 
It is impoflible it (hould not be. 

Why has an atom this one place pofTeft 
Of all the empty void, and not the reft ? ^^ 

if by its nature's force *tis prcfent here, 
By the fame force it muft be every where j 
Can beings be confin'd, which neceflary arc ? 
If a firft body may to any place 

Be not determin*d, in the boundlefs fpace, io« 

•Tis plain, it then may aWcnt be from all ; 
Who then will this a felf-exiftence call ? 
As time doe« vaft efernity regard. 
So place is with in^nitude compared : 
A being then, which never did commence, jec 

Muft, as eternal, likewife be immenfe. 
What caufe within, or what without, is found. 
That can a being uncreated bound } 
Kone that *8 internal, for it has no caufe j 
Nor can it be control'd by foreign laws, tio 

For then it clearly would dependent be 
On force fuperior, which will ne'er agree 
With felf-c\iftence and neceflity. 
Abfurdly then to atoms you aiTign 
Such powers, and fuch prerogatives divine. ii# 

Thus while the notion of z God you (light, 
Yourfelves (who vainly think you reafon right) 
Make vile material Gods, in number infinite* 

Now let us, as 'tis juft, in turn prepare 
To iland the foei ind wage defeniive war. i^e 

Lucretiui 
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Lucretius firft, a mighty hcrOf fpnogs 

Into the field, and his own triumph (ings. 

He hrinps, to make us from our ground rettref 

The reafoncr's weapons, and the poet's iirc. 

The tuneful fophifl thus his hattle forms, ii| 

Our bulwarks thus in polifii'd armour ffcorms : 

To parent matter things their being owe, 
Becaufe from nothing no produ^ions flow i 
And, if we grant no pre-exiftent feed. 
Things, different tilings, from what they <lo, might 

breed, 
And any thing from any thing proceed; 
The fpicy groves might Scythia's hills adorn, i| 

The thiftle miglit the amaranth have borne, \ 

The vine the Icraon, and the grape the thorn $ j 

Herds from the hillsj naen from the feas might rife, 135 
From woods the whales, and lions from tlie ikies. 
Th* elated bard here, with a conqueror's air, 
Difdainful fmfles, and bids his foes defpaic. 
But, Carus, here you ufc poetic charms. 
And not affail us with the Fjeafoner's arras. t4^% 

Where all is clear, you fancy'd doubts remove, 
And what we grant with eafe, with labour prove. 
What you would prove, but cannot, youxlecline j 
But chufe a thing ypu can, and there you ihine. 

Tell us, fam*d Romao, was it e*er denied, 145 

That feeds for iuch produ£tions are fupplied? 
That Nature always mu ft materials find 
^or beads and trees, to propagate their kind ? 
All generation, the rude peafant knows, 
A pr«-exi(lent mmK muft fuppofc. 1 50 

H 2 But 
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But what to Nature firll her being gave ? 
Tell, whence your atoms their exiftence have ? 
Wc a(k' you, whence the feeds conilituent fpring 
Of every plant, and every living thing ? 
Whence every creature (hould produce its kind, .15-5 
And to its proper^ fpecies be confih'd > 
To anfwer this, Lucretius, will require 
More than fweet numbers -and poetic fire. 
But fee how well the Poet will fupport 

-His caufe, if we the argument retort. it^ 

If Chance alone could manage, fort, divide, 
And, beings to produce, your atoms guide j 
If cafual concouHe did the world compofe. 
And things from hits fortuitous arofej 
Then any thing might come from any thing ; 1 65 

*■ Tot how from chance can conftant order fpring ? 
The'forcft oak might bear the bliilhing rofe, 
And fragrant myrtles thrive in Ruffian fnows ; 
The fair pomegranate might adorn the pine. 
The grape the bramble, and the floe the vine ; 17© 

Fiih from the plains, birds from the floods might rife. 
And lowing herds break from the ftarry Ikies. 

But, ft e, the chief does keener weapons chufc. 
Advances bold, and thus the fight renews : 

** If I were doubtful of the fource and fpring 175 

• -" Whence things arife, 1 from the ikies could bring, 
** And every part of Nature, proofs, to fliow 
** The world to Gods cannot its being owe ; 
** So full of faults is all th' unartful frame : 
<* Firfl we the air's unpeopled deferc blame. iSo 

, ''Brute 
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** Brute beads poflefs the hill, and (hady wood ; 
** Mnch do the lakes', but more the ocean's flood 
** (Which fevers realms, and fliores divided leaves),- 
*♦ Take from the land by intcrpofing waves j 
** One third, by freezing cold and burning heat, 1S5 
** Lies a defoirm'd, inhofpitable feat ; 
** The reft, unlabour'd, would by nature breed 
** Wild brambles only, and the noxious weed, 
** Did not induftrious man, with endlcfs toil, 
** Extort his food from the reiuclant foil j 190 

** Did not the farmer's fteel the furrow wound, 
** And harrows tear the harveft from the ground, . 
*' The earth would no fpontaneous fruits afford 
** To man, her vain imaginary Lord. 
" Oft', when the labouring hind has plough'd the ficlJi 
**- And forc'd the glebe unwillingly to yield, 
<* When green and flowery Nature crowns his hope 
** With the gay promife of a plenteous crop, 
*^ The fruits (fad ruin !) periih on the ground*, 
** Burnt by the Sun, or by the deluge drown'd ; 200 
*•• Or foon decay, hf fnows immoderate chill'd, 
"By winds are blafted, or by lightning kill'd. • 
**■ Nature, befides, the favage bcaft fuftains, 
** Breeds in the hills the terror of the plains, 
** To man a fatal race. Could this be fo, 105 . 

** Did gracious Gods difpofe of things below? 
** Their proper plagues with annual feafons come, , 
** And deaths untimely blaft us in the bloom, 
** Man at his birth (unhappy fon of grief I) 
** Is helplefs caflon the wide coafts of life,.. 210 
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^ In want of all things whence our comforts flow;: 

** A fad and moving fpe6laclt of woe. 

^ Infants in ill-prefaging cries complain^ 

^ As confcious of a coming life of pain. 

•*• AH things meantime to- beails kind Natuw grants, 

•♦ Prevents their fufFerings, and fupplies their wants ; 

** Brought forth with eafe, they grow, and fkip, and' 

« No dangling nurfe, or jingling gewgaw, need; [feed; 

** In caves they lurk, or o*er the mountains range, 

" Nor ever through the year their garment change; 220^ 

** Unvcrs'd in arms, and ignorant of war, 

** They need no forts, and noinvafion fear; 

** Whate'er they want, from Nature's hand they gain j. 

^ The life flie gave, ihe watches to maintain.** 

Thus impotent in fenfe, though ilrong in rage, 225; 
The daring Roman does the Gods engage r 
But undifraay'd we face th^ intrepid foe, 
Sudain his onfet, and thus ward the blow. 

Suppofe defedb in this terreftrial feat, 
That Nature is not, as you urge, comphat;. 13® 

That a divine and wife Artificer 
Might greater wonders of his art confer,. 
And might with eafe on man, and man's abode, 
More bounty, more perfcftibn, have beflbw'd ; 
If in this lower world he has not fliown 235 

His utmoft (kill, fay, has he therefore none ? 
We in productions arbitrary fee 
Marks of perfection, different in degree. 
Though mailers now more ikill, now lefs impart, 
Yet are not all their works the works of art ? 240 
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Do poets ftill fublimer fubje6i:s fing, 

Still ftretch to Heaven a bold afpiring wingy 

Nor c*er defccnd to flocks and labouring fwainsy 

Frequent the floods, or range the humble plains f 

Did, Grecian Phidias, all thy pieces (hin« »4*J 

With equal beauty ? or, Apellcs, thine ^ 

Or Raphael's pencil never chufc to fall ^ 

Say, arc his works Transfigurations all? 

Did Buonorota never build, O Rome, 

A meaner ftru£i:ure, than thy wondrous dome ? 250 

Though^ in their works applauded as their bed, > 

Greater defign and genius are cxprefV, r 

Yet is there none acknowledg'd in the reft? 

In all the parts of Nature's fpacious fphcr« 
Of art, ten thoufand miracles appear: »^^. 

And will you not the Author's (kill adore,- 
Becaufe you think he might difcover more f 
You own a watch th' invention of the mind. 
Though for a (ingle motion 'tis defign'd 
As well as that, which is with greater thought, 160' 
With various fprings, for various motions wrought. 

An independent, wife, and confcious Caufe, 
Who freely afts by arbitrary laws, 
Who at connexion and at order aims,- 
Creatures diftinguifli'd in perffc6kion frames. . 165= 
Unconfcious caufes only (till impart 
Tkeir ucmod (kill, their utmoft power exert. 
Thofe, which can freely cliufe, difcem, aJMl know, 
In a6Hng can degrees of vigour ihow» 
And more of lefs^ of in or care beftow^ &; 
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If all perfcftion were in all things ihown, 
All beauty, all variety, were gone. 

As this inferior habitable feat 
By different parts is made one whole coniplcat ; 
So our low world is only one of thofe, 275 

Which the capacious univerfe compofe. 
Now to the univerfal whole advert ; 
The earth regard as of that whole a part. 
In which wide frame more noble worlds abound ; 
Witnefs, ye glorious orbs, which hang around, 2 So 
Ye fhining planets, that in aether ftray. 
And thou, bright lord and ruler of the day ! 
Witnefs, ye ftars, which beautify the (kies, 
How much do your vaft globes in height and fize, 
In beauty and magnificence, outgo 285 

Our ball of earth, that hangs in clouds below ! 
Between yourfelves too is diflin£tion found. 
Of different bulk, with different glory crown'd; 
The people, which in your bright regions dwell,. 
Mud this low world's inhabitants excell ; 2^0 

And, fince to various planets they agree. 
They from each other mufl diftinguifh'd be, I 

And own perfc£tions different in degree. J 

When we on fruitful Nature's care refle6V, 
And her cxhauftlefs energy refpeft, 295 

That flocks this globe, which you Lucretians call 
The world's coarfe dregs, which to the bottom fall. 
With numerous kinds of life, and bounteous fills 
With breathing guefts the vallies, floods, and hills ; 
We may pronounce each orb fuftains.a race 30© 

Oi living things adapted to ;hc place 

. Were 



J 



CREATION. Boo< III. 105 

Were ;hc refulgent parts and mod refin*d 

Only to ferve the dark and bafe delign'd ? ' 

Were all the ftars, thofe beauteous realms of light. 

At dillance only hung to fliine by night, 305 I 

And with their twinkling beams to pleafe our fight ? - 

How many roll in aether, which the eye 

Could ne'er, till aided by the glafs, defcry. 

And which no commerce with the earth mabtain ?■ 

Are all thofe glorious empires made in vain ? jr* 

Now, as I faid, the globe tcrrcftrial view 
As of the whole a part, a mean one too. 
Though 'tis not like th* aetherial worlds rcfin'd^ 
Yet is it juft, and finilh'd in its kind ; 
Has all pcrfe6lion which the place demands, 3r5 

"Where in coherence with the reft it ftands. 
Were to your view the univerfc difplay'd, 
And all the fcenes of nature open laid j 
Could you their place, proportion, harmony, 
Their beauty, order, and dependence, fee, 32Q 

You'd grant our globe had all the marks of art. 
All the perfeftion due to fuch a part. 
Though not with luftre, or with magnitude. 
Like the bright ftars, or brighter fun, endued.^ 

You oft' declaim on man's unhappy fate ; 325 • 

Infulting, oft* demand in this debate. 
If the kind Gods could fuch a wretch create ? 

But whence can this unhappinefs arife ? 
You fay, as foon as born, he helplefs lies. 
And mourns his woes in ill-prefaging cries. 330 ^ 

But docs not Nature for the child prepare 
The parent's love, the nurfe's tender care, 

Who, 



,} 



t66 ftLACKMORE'^S POEMS. 

Who, of their own forgetful, feek his good'> 

Enfold his limbs in bands, and till his veins with food ? 

That man iis frail and itiortal^ is confeff j 335 

Convuliions rack his nerves, and cares his bread; 

tlis flying life is chac'd by ravening pains 

Through all its doubles in the winding veins j 

Within himfelf he fare deftruftion breeds, 

And fccret tornftcnt in his bowels feeds ; ^4^0 

By cruel tyratits, by the favage beaft, 

Or his own fiercer paflions, he 's oppreft ; 

Now breathes malignant air, now poifon drinks ; 

By gradual death, or by untimely, finks. 

But thcfe objeftors muft the Caufe upbraid^ . 34.5 
That has not mortal man immortal made j 
For, if he once muft feel the fatal blow, 
Is it of great? importanc when, or how ? 
Should the Lucretian lingering life maintain 
Through numerous ages, ignorant of pain, 550 

Still might the difcontented murmurer cry, 
Ah, haplcfs fate of man ! ah, wretch, doom'd once to die !' 
But oh ^ how foon would you, who thus complain. 
And Nature's Caufe of cruelty arraign, 
By reafoh's ftandard this mi^ake correft, 3^55 

And ccafc to murmur, did you once refledV,^ 
That death removes vs only from our feat. 
Docs no^ eictmgmih Irfe, but change its ftate. 
Then are difplay'd (oh ravifliing furprize !) 
Fair fcencs of blifs, and trium()hs rn the Ikies i 
To which admitted, each fuperioT ihrrid^ 
By viftue'^s vit^ enei^ x^fui'd^ 

Shhies 
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Shines forth with more than folar glory bright, 
And, cloathM with robes of beatific light. 
His hours in heavenly tranfports does employ, 36 j 

Young with imntortal bloom from livingftreams of jdy. 

You a(k us, why the foil the thiftle breeds ?• 
Why its fpontaneous births are thorns and weeds ? 
Why for the harveft it the harrow needs ? 
The Author might a nobler world have made^ 370 ' 
In brigliter drefs the hills and vales array'dj 
And all its^ face in flowery fcenes difplky'd; 
The gltb^ untill'd might plenteous crops have borne. 
And brought forth fpicy groves inftead of thorn ; 
Rich fruit and' flowers without the gardener** pains 37§-. 
Might every hill have crown*d, have honoured all the; 
This Nature might have boa{l:ed,.had the Mind,. [plains: 
Who formed the fpacious univepfe, defign'd 
That man, from lal)our free as well as^gricf> 
Should pafs in lazy luxury his hfe. ^to> 

But He his creature gave a fertile foil,. 
Fenilb, but not without the owner's toil'; 
That fome reward his induftry (hould crown j. 
And that his food in part might be his own- 
But while, infulting, you arraign the land, 3^5; 
Afk, why it wants the plough, or labourer's hand ?- 
KinU to the marble rocks, you ne*er complain 
That they without the fculptor's fkill and pain. 
No perfe6t ftatue yield, no bade relieve, 
©r fini(h*d column for the palace give ; 3^0 
Yet if from hills unlabour'd figures came, 
Man might have cafe enjoy'd, tliough never fame. 

You 
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You may the world of more defe£^s upbraid : : 
That other works by Nature are ,unraade ; 
That (he did never at her own expence 395 

A palace rear, and in magnificence 
Out-rival art, to grace the ftately rooms j 
That ihe no caftle builds, no lofty domes;^ 
Had Nature's hand thefe various works prepar'd, 
What thoughtful care, what labour, had been fpar'd ! 
But then no realm would one great mafter Ihow, 
No Phidias Greece, and Rome no Angelo. 
With equal reafon too you might demand, 
Why boats and fliips require the Artifl's hand ? 
Why generous Nature xJid not thefe provide, 405 

To pafs the flanding lake, or. flowing tide ? 

You fay the hills, which high in air arife. 
Harbour in clouds, and mingle with the Ikies, 
The earth's diflionour and encumbering load, -* 

Of many fpacious regions man defraud, 41c. > 

For beads and birds of prey a dtfolate abode. J 

But can th* objeftor no convenience find 
In mountains, hills, and rocks, which gird and bind 
The mighty frame, that elfe would be disjoin'd ? 
Do not thofe heaps the raging tide reftrain, 415 

And for the dome afford the marble vein ? 
Does not the river from the mountain flow. 
And bring down riches to the vale below ? 
See, how the torrent rolls the golden fand 
From the high ridges to the flatter land. 42^ 

The lofty lines abound with endlefs ftorc 
Of mineral creafurc; and metallic ore ; . 

With 
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With precious' veins of filver, copper, tin, 
"Without how barren, yet how rich within ! 
They bear the pine, the oak and cedar yield, 4*5 

To form the palace, and the navy build. 

When the inclement meteors you accufc. 
And afk if gracious Gods would flonns produce; 
You ne'er refleft, that by the driving wind 
The air from noxious vapours is refin'd, 43* 

Freed- from the putrid feeds of pain and death, 
That living creatures might not, by their breath. 
Through their warm veins, inilead of vital food, 
"Difperfe contagion, and corrupt their blood. 
Without the wind the (hip were made in vain, 435 - 
Adventurous merchants could not crofs the main, 
Nor fcver'd realms their gainful trade maintain. 

Then with this wife refleftion you difturb 
Your anxious thought, that our terreftrial orb 
In many pans is not by man pofTefl, 4^0 

With too muth heat, or too much cold, opprcft* 
But in miftake you this objeftion found : 
Unnumbcr'd iiles and fpacious tra61:s of ground, 
' Which feel the fcorching fun's dire6icr beam. 
And did to you inhofpitable feem, 44^ 

With tawny nations, or with black, abound. 
With noBle rivers.biTMi'^with plenty crown*d } 
And regions ffo from the bright orb remote 
Are peopled, which you unfrequented thougltc. 

But could Lucretius on the fun'refle£b, 45# 

/His proper diftSnce from the canh refpe£l^ 
^Obferve his conftant road, his e(|ual pace. 
His round diurnal, and his annual race ; 

Could 
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Could he regard the nature of the light, m 

Its beauteous luilre, and its rapid .flight, 455 / 

And its relation to the fcnie pf light ; J 

Could lie to all thefe miracles advert. 

And not in alji percdve one flroke of an? 

Oranty that the motions of the fun are fuch, 

That fome have light too little, fonjie too mtich ; 4^9 

-Grant, that in different tracks he might have xoU^d^ 

And given £ach clime more equal heat and cold^ 

Yet view t^e revolutions, as they are. 

Does there no wifdom, no defigr, appear? 

Could any but a knowing, prudent Caufe, 465 

•Begin fuch motions, and adign fuch laws ? 

Sf the Great Mind had fbrra'd a different frame, 

Might not your wanton wit the fyftem blame ? 

Though here you fJl perfe6kipn ihould not find, -i 

Yet is it. all ^h' Eternal Will defignM : 470 > 

Jt is a finiflx'd World, and perfect in its kind. J 

Kot that its regions every charm include, 

Witli which Qo}e(lial empires arc endued $ 

Kor is confumi^ate gopdneis here conferred. 

If we perfc6ipn abfolutc regard; 475 

!P(ut what 's before alTerted, we repeat, 

Of the vaft vfbele it is a part cpm|>leat. 

But iince you are di^leas'd die partiafl fun 
Is not indulgent to the frigid zone; 
'Suppofe more funs in proper orbits roH'd, 4S9 

X)iffolv*d the fnows, and chac*d the polar cold ; 
Or grant that this revolv'd in fuch a way, ^ 

As equal heat to all he might convey, L 

And £i ve their 4^IUnt poles ^he ihare <of day ; J 

Obferve 
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Obfervc how prudent Nature's icy hoard, 485 

With all her nitroua {lores, would be devourM ; 
Then would unbalanced heat licentious reigBy 
Crack the dry hill, and chap the ruflct plain | 
Her moifture aH exhal'd, the cleaving earth 
Would yield no fruit, and bear no verdant birth. 499 

You of the pools and fpadous lakes complainf 
And of the liquid deferts of the mainy 
As hunfiil thefe, or ufelefs, you arraign. 

BeEdes the pleafure, which the lakes afford. 
Are not their waves with fi(h delicious ilor'd ? 495 
Does not the wide capacious deep the &y 
With dewy clouds, the earth with rain, fupply ? 
Do not the rivers, which the valley lave, 
Creep through the fecret fubterranean cave, 
And to the hills convey the refluent wave ? 500 

You then muft own, the earth the ocean needs. 
Which thus die lake recruits, the fountain feeds* 

The noxious plant and favage animal. 
Which you the earth's reproach and blemilh call. 
Are useful jvirious ways ; if not for food, 5#| 

For manufafikttrea or for ffiedicine good. 
Thus we i«pel wkh reafon, not evade, 
The bold objeftions by Lucretius made* 

Pyirhonians^kext, of like ambitious aiffif 
WautoB of wit, and panting after hmc, 5.14 

Who ftrore to fink tbe/e&s of chitf fenowQ* 
And on their ruin'd fchools tor^fe ibeir owoy 
Boldly prefum'd^ with rhetorician pridCf 
To hoH of jmy ^uei&m joxhac fide* 

They 
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They thought, in every fubjcft of debate, 515 

In either fcale the proof of equal weight, 

Aik, if a jGod exiftent they allow ? 
TThe vain declaimers will attempt to fiiow, 
That, whetlier you renounce him, or afTcrt, 
There *s no fuperior proof on either part. ^i% 

Suppofe a God, we muil) fay they, conclude 
He lives j if fo, he is \wth fenfe endued j 
And, if with fenfe endued, may pain perceive^ 
And what can fufTer pain may ceafe to live* 

Pyrrhonians, we a living God adore, 525 

An unexhaufted fpring of vital power | 
But his immortal, uncreated life 
Njo torment feek, awl no .deftru£i:i ve grief. 
Does he by ditfcrent organs tafte or hear^ 
Of by an eye do things to him appear ? 539 

Has he a mufcle, or extended nerve, 
which to impart or pain or pleafure ferve^ 
Of all perfe^on poilible pofTefty 
He finds no want, nor is with woe q)prefh 
Though we can ne'er explore the life divine^ $35 ^ 
And found the bleft abyfs by reafon-« tine, > 

Yet 'tis not, mortal man, a tran(ient life, like thine* ^ 
. Others, to whom the whole mechanic tribe 
With an harmonious fympathy fubfcribe. 
Nature with empire univerfal crown, 549 

And this high queen the world's Creator own. 
If you what builder rear'd the world demand. 
They fay 'twas 4one by Nature's powerful hand ; 
If whence its order and its beauty rofe, 
(Mature, they fay, did fo the frame difpofe | 545 

4 K 
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^f what its fteady motions docs maintain, 

And holds of caufes and cffe£ts the chain. 

O'er all her works this Sovereign Caufe prcfides, 

Upholds the orbs, and all their motions guides. 

Since to her bounty wc fuch blelTings owe, -. 550 

Our generous Benefa6Vpr let us know. 

When the word Nature you exprefs, declare, 

Form'd in your* minds what image does appear ? . 

Can you that term of doubtful found explain ? 

£how it no idle ofF-fpring of the brain ? 555 

Sometimes by Nature your enlightened fchool 
Intends of things the univerfol whole; \ 

Sometimes it is ihe order, that conned^s, * ' 

And holds the chain of caufes and eff'e^s; 
'Sometimes it is the manner, and^he way, 560 

In which thofe caufes do their force convey, 
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And in effeds their energy difplay 

That die 's the work itfelf, you oft* alTert, 

As oft* tli* artificer, as oft' the 4irt ; \ 

That is, that we may NatuFC clearly trace, 56: 

And by your marks diitin6bly know iier face i 

She 's now the building, now the architect, 

And now tlic rule^vhich does his hand dirt^l. 

But, let this emprefs be whatever you pleafe ; 
Let her be all, or any one of thefe ; 57c 

She is with reafon, or (he 's not, endued : 
If you the fird affirm, we thence conclude 
A God, whofe Being you oppofe, you grant : 
But, if this mighty queen does reafon want. 
How could this noble fabric be defign'd, c^^^ 

And fafhion'd by a Maker brute apd blind*? 

I Could 
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Could it of art Aieh miracles invent, 
And raife a beauteous world of fuch eiceot? 
Still at the helm does this dark ptkx ftasd. 
And with a ileady, nerer-erring haedy 5^0 

Steer all the floating; worlds, and their lot courfe 
command ? 

That clearer ftrokes of mafterly defigOy 
Of wife contrivance, and of judgement, ibin« 
In all the parts of Nature, we aifert^ 
Than in the brighteft works of human art : 58$ 

And (hall not tkofe be jndgM th' cifc^ of thous;h^ 
As well as thefe with ikill inftrior wrought ? 
Let fuch a fphere to India be convey'd, 
As Archimedc or modern Hugens made ; 
"Wili not the Indian, though untaught and n»dt» 59^ 
This work th* effeft of wife deCgn conclude ? 
Is there fuch ikill in imitatjoti ihown f 
And in the things, we imitate, is none } 
Are not our arts, by anful nature taiight, 
With pain and careful obfervation foughe? 595 

Behold the painter, who with Nature vies : 
See his whole foul exerted xn his eyes ! 
He views Iwr various fccnes, intent to trace 
The mailer lines, that form her finifii'd face r 
Are thought and condu£k in the copy clear» 4«o ■ 

While none in all th' original appear ? 

Tell us, what mailer, for mechanicks fam'd. 
Has one machine fo admirably fram'd. 
Where you will art in fuch perfe£lion grant. 
As in a living creature, or a plant ? €05 
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l^eclare, what curious worktnanfbip can vie 

Or with a haod or foot, an ear, 0T«ye? 

That can for ikill as moch applaufe defenrc. 

As the fine texture c^ tiie fibrous nci-vc 1 

Or the ftupendous fyilem, wliich contains €t6 

Th* arterial channels, or tlie winding veins? 

What ai titicial frame, what infbrument, 

Did one fuperior genius yet invent. 

Which to the hones or muicles is prefeii^d, 

li you their order, form, or ufe, rrgard? <^i5 

Why then to works of nature i* aflign'i 

An Autlior unintelligent and hlind, \ 

Wl^cn ours proceed fwm choice and Confcious Mind-? ' 

To this you fay, tliat Nature 's are indeed 
Moft artful works, but then they ne'er proceed 6*4" 
-From Nature adliiig with dcfign and art. 
Who void of clioice her vigour does exert^ 
And hv unguided motion things produce, 
JjLegardlcfs of their ordci^ end, or ufe. 
By TuUy's mouth thus Coua does difpute^ (ii| 

But thus, with eafc, the Roman we confute : 

Say, if in artful things no 'art is ihown, 
What ant the certain marks, that make it kiuyw4 ^ 
Httw will you aitful from unartful bound. 
And not th' ideas in our nrund confound ? 63^ 

Than this no truth 4t(plays before our fight 
A brighter beam» Or more convincing liglkt, 
That Ikilful works fuppofe a ikilful Caufe, 
Which a6^8 by choice, and moves by prudent laws. 
\Vhere you, uolefs you are as matter blind, ^|| 

"Ci^rtduft ami beauteous difpo(ition 6nd, 

1 a CotJi' 
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Confpiriog order, fitnefs, harmony^, 
Ufe, and convenience ; will you not agree^ j 

Tliat fuch cflSg^s couJd not be undcfign*d, , 

Nor could proceed but from a Knowing Mindf ^fa^ 
» Old fyfleras you may try, or new ones raife. 
May (hifr and wind, and plot a thoufand ways ; 
May various words, and forms of di6lion, ufc. 
And with a different cant th' unjudging ear amufe; 
"You may afErm, that Chance did things create, 64^ 
Or let it Nature be, or be it Fatei 
Body alone, inert and brute, you '11 find, 
The caufe of all things is by you aflign'd. 
And, after all your fruitlefs toil, if you 
A Caufe diftin£k from Matter will allow, 650 

It muft be confcious, not like matter blind. 
And fhew you grant a God, by granting Mind. 

Vantnus next, a hardy, modern chief, 
A bold oppofer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion's fences to fubvert, -^5^ 

StfFong in his rage, but deilitute of art; 
In impious maxims fixt, he Heaven defy'd, 
An unbelieving anti-martyr dy'd. 
Strange, that an Atheid pleafure (hould refufe, 
Kelimiulih life, and death in torment chufe I 660 

Of fcience what a defpicable (hare 
Vaninus own'd, his publifli'd dreams declare. 
Let impious wits applaud a Godlefs Mind, 
As bleft with piercing fight, and fenfe refin'd, 
Contriv'd and wrought by Nature's careful hand 
All the proud fchools of learning to command ; 

Let 
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Let them pronounce each patron of their caufc 

Claims by diftingoiilh'cl merit juft applaufei 

Yet 1 this writer's want of fenfe arraign^ 

Treat all his empty pages with difdain, 670 

And tliink t grave reply mif-fpent and vain : 

To borrow light, his error to amend,. 

I would the Athcift to Vaninus fend. 

At length Britannia's foil, immortal (Itame ! 
Brought forth a fage of celebrated name, 675 

Who with contempt on blcil Religion trod, 
Mock*d all her precepts, andrenounc'd his God* 
As awful ihades and- horrors of the night 
Difturb the mother, and the child affrighti, 
Who fee dire fpc6hres through the gloomy air ^ 

lit threatening forms advance, and fnuddeiing hear 
The groans of wandering ghofts, and yeliings of 

defpair :• J 

From the fame fpring, he fays, devotion flowsy 
Confcience of guilt from dread of vengeance rofc ; 
Religion is the creature of the fpleen, 685; 

And troubled fancy forms the world unfeen ; 
That timorous minds-, with felf-tormenting care, 
Create thofe awful phantoms which they fear. 

Such arms were usM by impious chiefs of old,. 
Vain as this modern hero, and as bold. G^o* 

Who would hot this phi lofopher adore. 
For finding worlds difcover*d long before > 
Can he one flower in. all hi& garden fhow. 
Which in his Grecian mafter's did no: grow ? 
And yet, imperious, with a teacher's air, G^j 

Boa (If ul he claims a right to wifdom's chair 5. 

I 3 Gafpiiig 
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Gafping wkh ardent thtriV of fklfe rcnown> 
"With Grecian wreaths lie docs hU temples crown» 
'^riumphs with borrow'd fpoiis, and trophies not 

• his own. 

^he worlds he grants^ with clouds was overfpreadr 
Truth ne'er ere£(ed yet her ftany head, 
Till he, bright Genius, rofe to chace the night. 
And through all nature ihone with new-fprung li^t. 

But let th* enquirer kno\v, proud Briton I why ■ 
Hope (hould not Gods, as well as fear, Aipply ? 705: 
Does not th* idea of a God include 
The notion of beneficent and good, 
Of: one to mercy, not revenge, inclined* 
Able and willing to relieve mankind ? 
And does not this idea more appear th^ 

The objeft of our hope, than of our ftar ? 
Then tell us,, why this pailion, more than that, 
Should build their altars, and tlie Gods create } 

But let us grant the weak and timorous mind 
To fuperQitious terrors is inclinM ; 715 

That horrid fcenes, and monfters form'd in air. 
By night the children and the mother fcare 5 
That apparitions, by a fever bred. 
Or by the fpleen's black vapours, fill the head ; 
Does that affe6t the fage of fenfe refin'd, 72* 

Whofc body *s liealthful, and fcrcne his mind ? 

Yet more, infuliing Briton ! let us try 
Your reafon *s force, your arguments apply* 
You fay, fincc fpe^lres from the fancy flow, 
To timorous fancy Gods tl^ir being owe; 7*5'. 
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Since phantoms to the weak Catno real tliingB,; . . ' 
Religion from miSukke, and weakoefs fprings. 

But though the vulgar have illufioDS fecn» 
Thought obje6^ wert witkouty that were withm ; 
Yet we from hence ttbfurdly fliould conclude, . 73<> 
All objects of the mind the mind delade^ 
That our ideas idle are, that none 
Were ever real, and that nothing 'b knowiu 

But, leaving phantoms and illuiive fear» 
Let us at Reafon'sjudgeiwent-feat appear; ' 73j5 

There let the queftion be fevereiy tryM $ 
By an impartial fentcnco we abide : 
Th* Eternal Mind's cxiftence we fuAaia 
By proofs fo full, by evidence fo plain, 
■That none of all the fciences have fliowa 740 

Such dcmonftration of the truths they own. 

Spinofa next, to hide his black detigo. 
And to his fide th' unwary to incline. 
For heaven his enfigns treacherous difplays, 
Declares for God, whi4* he that God betrays 5 7*45 

For whom he *s pleas'd fuch evidence to bring. 
As faves the name, while it fubverts the thing. 

Now hear his labour'd fcheme of impious ufe : 
No fubftance can another e'er produce j 
Subftance no limit, no coivfinement, knows, 750 

And its exiftence from its nature flows ; 
Th;: fubftance of the Univcrfe is one, 
Which is the felf-exiflent God alone. 
The fphercs of aether; which the world inclofc, 
And all ih' aparcmeDts> which the whok compofe ; 75$ 
I 4 The 
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The lucid orbs, the earth, the air, th^ main, 

With every different being they contain j 

Are one prodigious aggregated God, 

Of whom^ each fand is part, each ftone ^nd clod ;. 

Supreme perfe£^ions in each infe£b fhine, .7&e 

Bach fhrub is facred, and each weed divine. 

Sages, no longer Egypt's fons dcfpife, 
For their cheap Gods, and favoury Deities I 
No more their coarfe Divinities revile ! 
To leeks, to onions, to the crocodile, 765 

You might your humble adorations pay, 
Were you not Gods yourfclves, as well as tliey. 

As much you pull Religion's altars down, 
By owning all things God,, as owning none : 
J5or (IiouUl all beings be alike divine,. . 770 

Of worihip.if an ob}e£t you affign, 
God to himfelf muft veneration 'hew. 
Mud be the idol and the votary too $ 
And their adertions are alike abford. 
Who own no God, or none to be ador*d. 775 
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TH-E ARGUMENT. 

THE intiotlu6>ion. No man- happy, that has not con- 
quered the fears of death. The inahHity of the 
Epicurean fchemc to accomplifh that end. Rdigiori 
only ca^^abk of fubduing thofe fear*. The -hypo- 
riiefis of Epicurus concerning the formation of tl^c 
univerfe fhewn to be ahfurd. I. In a more general 
furvey of the parts of the univerfe. II. By a mow 
clofc and drift examination of his fchcme. The 
principle of motion not accounted for by that fchemc; 
nor the determination of it one way. Pondus, gra- 
vit}% innate mobility, words without a meanin?. 
Defcent of a^oras ; upwards and downwards, a mid- 
dle or centce ablurdly afferted. by Epicurus in infinite 
fpace. His hypothefis not to. be fupported, whetlier 
his matter be fuppofed finite or infinite. His ridi- 
culous al!ertion relating to the diurnal and annual' 
motion of the fun. The impolTibility of forming the 
world by the cafual concourfe of atoms. They could . 
never meet if they moved with equal fpced. Primh- 
tive atoms, being the fi-nallcft parts of matter, would 
move more fltTwly than bodies of greater bulk, which 
have more gravity ; yet thefc are abfurdly fuppofed to 
move the fwifteft. His alFertion, that fome primitive 
atoms have a dire6l;'and others an inclining motion^ 

impUes^ 
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implies a contradiflion. Lucretius's explanation 
of this inclining motion of fome fiirft atoms not in- 
telligible. The inexplicable difficulty of flopping 
the atoms in their flight, and caufmg them to fettle 
in a formed world. The ponderous earth not to be 
fuflained in liquid air. The Epieurean formation of 
the heavens very ridiculous. No account given by 
the lipicureans how the fun and flars are upheld in 
fluid aether. Their idle account of the formation of 
the air. The variety of figure and fize given by 
Epicurus to his atoms, a convincing proof of wifdom 
and defign. Another proof is the difpro portion of 
the moift and dry atoms in the formation of the 
earth. His ludicrous and childifh account of the 
formation of the hollow for the {ea. Mo account 
given by Epicurus, or his followers, of the motion 
of the heavenly orbs, particularly of the fun. 



.^^ ARUS, we grant, ik) man is blefl, but he 

^^ Whofc mind from anxious thoughts of death is 

Let laurel wreaths the viftor's brows adorn, [free. 

Sublime through gazing throngs in triumph borne j 

Let acclamationb ring around the fkies, ^ 

While curling clouds of balmy incenfe rife | 

I^tfpoilfi iiHmcnfc, let trophies gain*d in War, 

And conquered kings, attend his rolling car j 

If dread of death ilill unfubdued remains. 

And fecret o'er the vanquifli'd vi£tor reigns, lo 

Th* illuflrious flave in cndlefs thraldom bears 

A heavier chain than hk led captive wears. 

With fwiftefl wing tl^ fears of future fate 
fikuk the guards, and ^ the palace-gate ; 1 5 

TrartrCc 
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Traverfe the lofty rooms, and uncontrcl'd 

Fly hovering round the painted roofs, and bold 

To the rich arras cling, and perch on boil of gold ; 

Familiar horrors haunt the monarch'is head, 

And thoughts ill-boding from tlie downy bed lO 

Chace gentle ileep ; black cares the foul infeft» 

And broider*d flats adoni a troubled bifcall 5 

In vain they aik the charming lyre, in vain 

The flatterer's fweeter voice, to lull their pain ; 

Riot and wine but for a moment pleafe ; 45 

Delights they oft' enjoy, but never eafe. 

What are diflin6lion, honour, wealth, and (late. 
The pomp of courts, the triumphs of the great ; 
The numerous troops, that cnvy'd thrones fecurc^ 
And fplencHd enfigns of imperial power ? 3d 

What the high palace, rear'd with vaftexpence^ 
Unrivard art, and luxury immenfe, 
With (latuea grac'd by ancient Greece fupplyM, 
With more than Perlian wealth, and Tyri«iQ pride.' 
What arc the foods of alt delicious kinds, 3^ 

Which now the huntfman, now the fowler, finds; 
The richcft wines, which Gallia's happy field. 
Which Tufcan hills, or tliine, Iberia, yield ? 

Nature deprav'd abundance does purfue j 
Her firfl and pure demands are cheap and few. 40,- 

What headth promotes, and gives unenvy'd peace. 
Is all expencelefs, and procur'd with eafe. 
Behold the ihephcrd, fee th* induftrious fwain. 
Who ploughs the field, or reaps the ripen'd grainf 
How mean, and yet how tafteful is their fare I .4^^ 

How fwcet their ileep ! their fouU how free from caret 

They 
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They drink the ftreaming: cryftal, and efcape 
Th* inflaming juices of the purple gra|« j 
And, to proted their limbs from rigorous air, 
Garments, their own domeftic work, they wear : 56^ 
¥« thoughts of death tlieir lonely cots moleft. 
Affright the hind, and break the labourer's reft. 

Since thcfe reflfe£Vions on approaching fate ' 
Diftruft and ill-prefaging care create ; 
'Tis clear \ve ftrive. for happinefs in vain^ 55 

"While fears of death within infulting reign. 

But then Lucretian wits abfurdly frame. 
To fink thofe inbred ivars, their impious fchcmc. 
To chace the horrors of a confcious mind, 
They defperatc means and wild expedients find ; Co 
The hardy rebels aiming to appeafc 
Their fierce remorfe, and dream a while at eafc, 
Of crying guilt th' avenjir'ng power difown^ • 

And pull their high Creator from his throne ; 
That doncj they mock ihe threats of future pain, 65* 
As monftrous fi£lions of the poet's brain 

Thy fi»rce alone, Religion ! Death difarms. 
Breaks all his darts, and every viper charms ; 
Soften'd by thee, tiic griily form appears 
Ko more the horrid obje6V of our fears-; ^Ij 

We undifmay'd this awful power obey,. 
That guides as through the fafe, though gloomy way, 
Which leads to life, and to the bled abode, 
Where ravifh'd minds enjoy, what here they cjwn'd, a 

Regard, ye fages of Lucretian race, [Uod. 

Uaiurc's richdrcfsj, l>chold her lovely face. '75 

Tiotfk 



e,arire.^ J 



} 



€ R E A T I O U Book IV. i*| 

'J,o()k all around, tcrrcftrial realms furvcy. 

The iflcs, the fivers, and the f|>acious feaj 

Obfcrve the air, view with attentive eyes 

The glorious concave of the vaulted flties; 

Gould thefe from cafiual hits, from tumult tlM>fcj 

Can rule and beauty from >ditlra£tion grow? 

Can fymmetry from wild confufion flow? 

When atoms in th' unmeafur'd fpace did rove, 

And in the dark for doubtful empire drove ; 

Did intervening Chance the feuds com pofc, 

Eflablilh friendfhip, -and difarm the foes ? 

Did this the ancient darkfome horrors chace, 

Dirtin6Hon give, and fpread celeftial grace 

O'er the black diftrifts of the empty fpace ? 

Could atoms, which, with aindirc6tcd flight, 9^ 

Roam'd through the voi(j, and rang'd the realms of 

Of reafon deftitute, without intent, I'^igl^t^ 

Depriv'd of choice, and mindlefs of event. 

In order march, and to their pofts advance^ 

Led by no guide, but undefigning Chance ? 95 

What did th' tntangled particles divide. 
And fort the various feeds of things ally'd ? 
To make primaeval elements, fele61: 
All the fit atoms, and th' un6t reje6l? 
Diflinguifli hot from cold, and moid from dry. ioq 
Range fome to form the earth, and fome tlie iky ? 
From the embrace, and gloomy arms, of night, 
What freed the glimmering Are, and difengag'd the 

lij>ht ? 
Could Chance fuch juCl and prudent meafures take ? , 
To frame tlic world, fuch didabucion make ? 105 

If 
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Jf to \-our builder you will conduA^ive, 

A power to chufe, to manage, and ccmtrive. 

Tour idol Chance, fappoi^d inert and Wind, 

Muft l>e inrord an a6hrie confcious iliind. 

Did tWs your wife and fovereign SLVchktSk ti# 

Defign the model, and the world erc£t? 

Were by her Ikill the deep foundations laid. 

The globes fafpendcd, and the heavens diiplay*d > 

Sy what elaftic engines did fhc rear 

The ftarry roof, and roll the orlw in air ? tic 

On the formation of the earth refleft j 
lis this a blimd fortuitous effeft ? ! 

Did all the groflTcr atoms, at the call -k 

Of Chance, file off, to form the ponderous ball, V 

And undetermin'd into order fall ? 120 J 

Did of themfelvcs th'-affembled feeds arrive, 
And without art this artful frame -contrive ? * 
To build the Earth, did Chance materials chufe. 
And through the parts cementing glue difFafc ? 
Adj uft the frontier of the fca and (oi]^ , ^ ^ 

Balance and bang'in air the 6nifli'd pilS ? 
Ye towering hills, wbofe fnowy peaks arrfe 
Above the clouds, and winter in the ikies ; 
Ye rocks, which on the fborts your heads advance} 
Are you the labour and tiie care of Chance ? ^30 

To draw xxp ftones of fach prodigiotis weigl^ 
And raifc th* amazing heaps to fuch a height, 
"Wlvat huge machine, what' forceful inftmmcnr, 
"Did your blind builder of the world invent^ 
Cauld it diftinguiffi, could it wall around j^^ 

TKe damp and dtak apartments under |^und ? 

With 
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With rocky arches vault the hollow caves, 

And form the tracks of fubcerranean waves ? 

Extend the ditferent mineral veios» and fpread 

For rich metallic ores tlie genial bed } 14^ 

What could prepare the gulpbs to emcrtain 
Between their (hores the interpofing main ? 
Dif-join the land, the various realms divides 
And fpread with fcattcr'd ides th' extended tide ? 
Regard th' unnumber'd wonders of the deepi 145 

Where confluent dreams, their race completed^ ileep* 
Did Chance the compafs take, and in die dark 
The wide dimenfions of die ocean mark } 
Then dig the ample cave, and (Iretch the ihoref 
Whofe winding arms confine the Hqutd {kmc% 154^ 

Which gufhing from the mountain to the main 
Through verdant vallics draw tlicir huniid train ? 
Did it defign the dc^ep abyfs, and fpread 
The ancient waters on their central bed ? 
To the wild flood did fovcreign Fortune f»y, J55 

Thus far advance, and here thy billows iUy : 
Be this thy barrier, this encloling fand 
Thou (halt not pafs, nor overflow the land? 
And do the waves revere her high command ? 

Did chemic Chance the furnaces prepnrty i4o1 

Raife all the lahour-houfes of the air. 
And lay crude vapours in digellion there ? 
Where Nature is employ'd, with wondrous fitill^ 
To draw her fpirits, and lier dropa oifUl ; 
Meteors for various purpofes to form, 94^ 

The breeze to clwery to ternfy UiCwAoniii 

Did 
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l^id (he extend the gloomy<clouds on high, 
Where all th* amazing' iirewofks of the Iky 
In unconco^ted feeds (fermenting lie } 
CTill the imprifon'd flames are ripe for birthy i^p 

And ruddy bolts ex-ploded wound the earth ; 
What ready hand applies the kindled match. 
Which evening trains of un^uous vapours catch j 
Whence ihoots with lambent flight t\\t falHng ftar. 
Arid flames unhurtful hovering dance in air ? 175 

What curious loom does Chance hy evening fpread ? 
With what fine fliuttle weave the virgin's thread, i 
Which, like the fpider's net, hangs onthegrairy4Dead ? j 
Let us the inoulds to fafliion meteors kno\\s 
How thefe produce the hail, and thofe the fnow ? 1&6 
What gave the exhalations wings- to rife, 
To leave their centre, and poifcfs the Ikies ? 
Let us no longer mifVive weapons thiow, 
But clofe the fight, and grapple with the foe ; 
Submit to reafoQ^s {lri£^eil teil rheir fcheme, 185 

And hy mechanic laws purfue the imddlcd frame* 
See, how th' ambitious architects defign: 
To rear the world without the power divine, 
As principles, the great contrivers place 
Ufibounded matter, in unbounded fpace : 190 

Matter was firft, in parts minute, endued 
With various -figures, various magnitude ^ 
Some, moving in the fpacious infinite, 
Defcribc a line oblique, and feme d xight? 
•£ar, did not fome from a fh-ait contk deflc£b, 79^ 

Tliey could not meet^iUey could no wctfid ^rcd: 

7 WhUc 
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While unfatlgued fcx>m endlefs ages paf^y 

They rangM the <hirk interminable wafte, 

Oft clalhing and rencountering in their flighty 

Some atoms leap afide, and feme upright 5 ao« 

They various ways recoil, and fwiftly flow 

By mutual rcpercufTions to and fro, 

Till, IhufHed and entangled in their race, 

They clafp each other with a clofe embrace i 

Cbmbin'd by concourfe, mingled and compreO-, 105 

They grow in bulk, and complicated reft. 

Hence did the world and all its parts arife t 

Hence the bright fun and (lars, and hence tlic (kie« ! 

Hence fprung the air, the ocean, and ^he earth I 

And hence all Nature had its cafual birth ! urn 

If you demand what wife direfting mind 
The wondrous platform of the world defign'd ) 
Did range, divide, and in their order place. 
The crude materials of tlV unfalhion'd mafs ; 
Did move, dire£l:, and all the parts control, 215 

With perfect (kill, to ferve the beauteous whole ; 
Fortune to this high honour they advance. 
And no furveyor want, no guide, but Chance. 

Lucretian maders, now to make it plain 
In building workls how raw you are, and vain ; ii^ 
Grant that before this mighty frame was rcar'd. 
Before confufion fled, and light appear'd, 
In the dark void and empty realms of night 
Your reftlefs atoms did purfue their flight ; . 
And in their adverfe paths, and wild career, 215 

By chance rencounter, and by chance cohere ; 

K Thus 
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Thus clafpt in {lfl6k embraces they {>rocluce 

Unnumbered cafual forms for different ufe : 

You, who to clearer reafon make pretencCf 

Of wit refin'd, and eminent in fenfe ; 130 - 

Let us, ye foos of Epicurus, know 

The fpring, whence all thefe various motions flow. 

What vigour puih*d primaeval atoms on? 

Was it a forei^ impulfe^ or their own ? 

If *twas a foreign delegated force, 13^ 

Which mov*d thofe lx)dies, and controPd their courfei 

Aflciting this, you your own fchcnw deilroy. 

And power divine, to form the world, employ. 

If from a moving principle within 

Your a£live atoms did their flight bepn, %^ 

That fpring, that moving principle explain, 

And in the fchools unrival'd you (hall reign ; 

Declare its nature, and aflign its name ; 

For moiion, and its caufe, are not the fame. 
We know, you '11 tell us, 'tis impulfivc weight. 

Mobility, or power to move innate t 

rrofound folution ! worthy of your ichools, 

Where reafon in its l)oafl:ed freedom rules. 

But thus you mock mankind, and language ufe. 

Not to inform the mind, hut to amufe. 250 

Of motion we the principle demand ; 

You fay 'tis power to noove, and tlierc you (land ! 

But is it to explain, to change the name ? 

Is not the doubt iu different words the fame ? 

Do you reveal the fpring of motion nK>re, 

By wifely calling tl\at a moving power, 

Which we had tcrm*d a princi|)lc before ? 

7 The 



■"} 



} 



CRRATXQ/N, BpoKlV, 131 

The youngeft head ney-vers'tl ip reafoning knows^ 
That motion ipuft a power to^nove fuppofej 
"Which while in vain you laiwur to unfold| t6o 

You clearly tell us, that {^ucretians hold 
An a£live fpring, a principle approve, 
Diftinft from matter, which muft jnattcr move. 
JJatter, as fuch, abftradlctl in the mind, 
We from a power to move divefled find, 165 

"Not more to -motion, than to reft inclinM ; 
The power, which motion does to matter give. 
We therefore muft diflin£l from both conceive j 
A power to nature given fey Nature's Lor<l, 
When firft he fpokc tlic high creating word, tya 

When for his world materials -he prepar'd, 
And on each part this energy conferr'd. 

Ye vain philofophers ! iprcfumptuous race ! 
Who would the Great Eternal Mind difplace j 
Take from the world its Maker, and advance 175 

To his high throne your thoughtlefs idol Chance : 
J>et us th' enquiry by juft fleps purfue j 
With motion we your atoms will endue. 
Wc afk, when in the fp;icious void ihcy ikay, 
Wiiy Aill thfey beat one track, and move one way? t%9 
4&till the fame flight why do their panies take? 
Why this, or that way, no digreflipn make ? 

What will to this our Atomifts reply ? 
They anfwer, by an innate ^fiyity 
The ponderous bodies ftill «re downward borne, 2S5 
And never upwards of tlieinfclves return : 
Acute and folid anfwer ! fe.e a flight. 
Worthy of findl wit, and clearcft fight ? 

K a !>• 
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Do not thefc wife mechanic maftcrs know, 

.That no man can conceive, or high or \ow^ 2^ 

Nor find diftindtion of fuperior place, 
Or of inferior, in the empty fpace 
Uncircumfcrib'd, and ignorant of hound. 
And where no midft, no centre, can be found ? 

Perhaps, your maftcr's doctrine to fuftain, 295 

And matter's downward motion to explain. 
You with his famous Gallic friend alTcrt, 
That is fupeiior, whence your atoms ftart, 
And that inferior in the empty fpace 

«Tp which they all dire£i their rapid race. 300 

Now let us recolleft, and what you fay 
At large, in one con tra6^ed view furvey. 
You fay, your atoms move ; we alk you, why ? 
Becaufe it is their nature, you reply. 
But fince that native power you never fhcw, 305 

You only fay they move, becaufe they do : 
But let your atoms move, we bid you fay. 
Why they move this, and not a different way ? 
You tell us, 'tis from inbred gravity; 

, That is, you tell us, 'tis you know not why. 310 

Till what is gravity you let us know. 
By fenfclcfs words how can we wifer grow ? 
We give you this ingenite, moving force, 
That makes them always downward take their courfe^ 
We then demand, which place inferior is 31^ 

Within the fpacious unconfinM abyfs ? 
You fay 'tis that, to which the atoms bend 
Their fwift career, for dill they rouft defcend \ 
That is, they downward move^ becaufe they 1 
ward tend* 

Let 
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Let us, Lucretians; now our taik purfue^ 320 

And of your fcheme remaining wonders view. 
Say, if your atoms of immortal race 
Are equal and commenfurate to fpace : 
If fo, the boundlefs vaft immenfity 
While thus polled would full of matter be j 325 

For in the vacant (as your fchools approve) 
Should finite matter be fuppos'd to move, 
Not knowing how to ftop, or where to ftay, 
It unob(lru£led mud purfue its way. 
Be lod in void immenfe, and dilTipated dray ; 
The fcattcring bodies never would combine, 
Nor to compofe a world by concourfc join. 
But, if all fpace is full, if all pofled^ .. 

Which fui-^pofition you embrace as bed, I 

Then crouded matter would for ever red; j 

Nature no change of place had ever fcen ; 
Where* all is full, no motion can l>cgin ; 
For, if it ftiould, you '11 be compeird to I'ay, 
Body does body pierce, to force it^ way ; 
Or unconfin'd immeniity retreats, 34^ 

To give your atoms room to change their fuats. 
And here with us Lucretius does agree, 
That, if fome place from matter be not free, 
In plenitude no motion could commence, 
All would be dagnate in the vad immenfe. 343 

If it be faid, fmall parts of empty fpace 
Are interfpcrs'd through all the fpreading mafs, 
By which fome bodies give to others place ; 
Then matter, you mud grant, would finite be. 
And drctch unequal to immenfity 5 350 
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And then, as Epicutus Judges right, y 

It would for ever cake a ufelefs flighty V 

Loft in cxpanfion void and' infinite, *' 

Befidesy allowing through th' extended whole 

Small fcatter*d Spaces not of body full, 35 ^ 

Then matter, you Lucretians muft agree. 

Has not exiftence from necefllity j 

For, if its being neceflary vveire, n 

Why are foroe parts of fpace from matter clear f ? 

Why does it here exift, and why not there? 36c ■' 

Lucretians, now, which fide you pleafe, embrace : 
If in your void you finite fubilance place, 
-^Tis dilTipatcd tlirough th* immenfc abyfs, 
And you to form the world materials mifs ; 
You '11 not the progrefs of your atoms ftay, ^^^: 

Nor to c6lle6l the vagrants find a, way. 
Thus too your raaftcr'&.fcherae will be deftroy'd, 
Who, wholly to polltfs the boundlefs void, X 

No Jefs than matter infinite employ M. J 

If you, in honour tq your founder's Ikill, 370 

The boundlefs void with boundlefs fubftance fill, 
Then tell u«, how you can your bodies roll 
Through fpace, of matter fo compleaily full ? 
The force this fingle reafon docs exert 
Will the foundations of your fxiheme fubvert : 375. 

Nor were it needful- to purfue the blow, 
^r form a freih attack, unlefs to fllow 
^ow flight your works in every quarter are,. 
How ill your huddled fcmiments cohere* 
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Be this, O Greece, thy everlafting fhzmt, 380 
That thoughtlefs Epicurus rais'd a name, 
Who built by artkfs Chance this mighty frame. 
Could one whofe wit fuch narrow limits bound. 
Nature, thy depths unfathomable found ? 
Of his fagacious thoughts to give a part, 385 

Does not this wife philofopher alfcrt 
The radiant Sun 's extinguifli'd every night, 
And every morn, rekindled, darts his Irght ? 
That the vail orb, which calls fo far his bcamSy 
Is fuch, or not much bigger, than he fcems ? 390 

That the dimeaflons of his gloripus face 
Two geometric feet do fcaice furpafs ? 
Does he not make the fickle winds convey 
The Sun revolving througlvhis crpoked way ? 
But, fmce his fchool has gain'd fuch fprcading fame. 
And modem wits his mader-fkill proclaim j 
Let us yet farther carry this debate, 
And, as you aik, confer on matter weight. 
To make it move within the vaft abyfs, 
And downward too, ev'n where no downward is. ^op 
]f this be true, as you Lucretians fay, 
That atoms wing with ecjual fpeed their way, 
Then how could this that atom overtake ? 
How could they clafh, and how collifions make ? 
If in a line oblique your bodies rove, 405 

Or in a perpendicular they move. 
If fome advance not flower in th;:ir race, ^ 

And lome more fwift ihould not purfue the chacc, \ 
How could they be cmangled, how embrace > J 

% 4 '^'" 
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*Tis dcmonftration, 'tb mcrjdiao light, • 4.10 1?- 

Thofe bodies ne'er coulcl juftlc^ ne'er couW fight, . i 
Nor by their mutual ihocks be ruffled in their flight. J 

Since matter of a greater magnitude 
Mud be with greater gravity endued. 
Then the minuted parts moft ftili proceed 415 

With lefs, the greater with the greater fpeed. 
Hence your.firft bodies, which the fmalleft arc. 
On which the fwifteft motion you confer, 
Mufl be contented with the flowed pace. 
And yield to matter of more bulk the race. 420 

How wondrous little mud thofe atoms be. 
Which you endow with fuch velocity I 
Minute beyond conception, when we find 
Bodies fq fmall, where many are combin*d J 
How many various figures mud we take, ^25 

What numerous complications ufe, to make 
Some compound things, fo fmall of magnitude, 
Ifhat all our fenfes they with eafe elude ! 

Light exhalations, that from earth arife 
Attrafted by the fun-beams through the fkies, 4*0 

Which the iiiyderious feeds of thunder bear. 
Of winds, and all the meteors of the air ; 
Though they around us take their condant Hight, 
Their little fize efcapes the fbarped fight. 
The fragrant vapours breath'd from rich perfumes, 4J5 
From Indian fpiees, and Arabian gums. 
Though many years they flow, will fcarce abate 
The odoriferous body's bulk or weight. 
- Though antimonial cups, prepared with art. 
Their force to wine through ages fhould impart j 440 

• ThU' 
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Tins diffipation, this profufe cicpenccr. 

Nor fli rinks their fize, nor waftcs their ftores iiDtnenfe; 

The powder which dcftru6livc guns explode, ' 

And' by its force their hollow wombs unload, 

When rarify'd of fpace, polTeffes more, 445 

Five hundred times, than what it fill'd before. 

The feeds of fern, which, by prolific heat 

Cheer'd and unfolded, form a plant fo great. 

Are lefs a thoufand times than what the eye 

Can unaflifted by the tube defcry. 45© 

By glatlcs aided, we in liquor fee 

Some living things minute to that degree. 

That a prodigious number muft unite, 

To make the fmallefi: objeft of the fight. 

How little bodies muft the light compound, 455 

Which by your maftcrs is corporeal own'd j 
Since the vaft deluge of refulgent rays, ^^ 

Which in a day the fun a thoufand ways > 

Through his wide empire lavilhly conveys, J 

Were they colle£^ed in one folid mafs, 460 

Might not in weight a fingle drachm furpafs ? 

At leaft thofe atoms wondrous fmall muft be. 
Small to an unconceivable degree ; 
Since though thefe radiant fpoils, difperft in air, 
Do ne'er return, and ne'er the fun repair, 465 

Yet the bright orb, whence ftill new torrents flow, 
Does no apparent lofs, no diminution know. 
Now, curious wits, who nature's work iQfpe£^ 
With rapture, with aftonifhment, refleft 
On the fmall fize of atoms, which unite - 470 

To make the fmallcft particle of light I 

Thci 
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Then liow minute primaeval atoms tat, 

Ftom this account Lucretians may infer : 

Yet they on thefe, without regard to right. 

Confer the lionour of the quickcft flight. 4-5 

Within the void, with what a fwift career 
Your rapid matter nroves will thus appear* 
That all mixt bodies are in fpced out-done 
By your firll atoms, you with eafc will own j 
For compound beings can no motion have, ^f^ 

But what their tirft conftituent atoms gave j 
Then your primaeval fubftances exceed 
The fwift-vving'd wind, or fwifter light, in fpecd. 
How foon the fan-beams at the morning's birth 
Leap down from heaven, and light upon the earth 1455 
Prodigious flight ! they in few moments pafs 
The vaft ethcrial interpollng fpace. 
Should you enjoin a rock fo hard a tafk, 
It would more years, than light will minutes, afk. 
One atom then (fo you '11 be forc'd to fay) 490 

Muft rocks and hills and the whole globe outweigh j 
Since it exceeds them by its fwifter flight, 
And fwifter motion fprings from greater weight. 

If nature's rule your atoms do enjoin 
To move direftly downward in a line ; 495 

Say, how can any from that path decline ? 
Th' inclining motion then, which you fuppofe. 
Whence the firft concourfe of your atoms rofe, 
Muft the great maxim of your fchools fubvcrt, 
Which flill with one confederate voice aOcrt, 500 

That matter by necefllty defcends 
Ifl Uaes direct, yet pan obliquely tends. 

And 
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And thus your matter, by !ts narvc forte. 
To different points- would ftcer a different courfe j 
Determin'd by the fame impulfivc Weight, 505 

Move in a line oblique, and in a (Iratght. 

To heal your fyftem's deep and ghaftly wound. 
Which this obje6Hon gives, Lucretius found 
A method ; who a motion did invent 
Not ftraight entirely, nor entirely bent, 510 

Which forms a line to crooked fomewhat like, 
Slanting almofl, and^^ as it were, oblique. 
Who docs not now this ti'ondrous bard adore ' 
Secreafon*s conquering light, and wit*s refiftlcfs power? 

If atoms J after their eternal dance, 515 

Into this beauteous fabrick Icap'd by chance ; 
If they combin'd by cafual concourfe ; fay, 
What, in a free and unobllrufted way. 
Did in a full career your atoms ftay ? 
What mounds, what force, when rulhing from the height 
Of fpace immenfe, could (lop them in their flight ? 
Why in their road did they not forward pafs ? 
But fay, where now we find the fettled mafs. 
Why diil they ceafe from .moving in dcfpite 
Of their own nature, and impelling weight? cae 

Had the wife troops fagacity to know. 
That, there arrivVl, they fhould no further go ? 
That in this point of all the fpacious void. 
To form a world they were to be empjoy'd ? 
Did they, in profpeft of fo great a good, 530 

In this one place of all the liquid road, *l 

Ail their encumbering gta^'ity unload ? j* 

Fiuiguedy- 
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Fatigued, and fpent with labour infinite^ 

Did they grow torpid, and unapt for flight ? 

Or, in th* embrace and downy lap of air 535 

LulPd and enchanted, did they fettle there ? 

Grant in this fingle place by chance they met. 
That there by chance they did their weight forget 1 
It happen'd there they formed a mighty mafs, 
Where yet no order, no diftinftion, was : 540 

Let this be fo ; we a(k you to explain 
The wondrous Power that did the pans fuftain. 
For ilill their nature and their weight remain. 
What from dcfccnt fljould ponderous matter ftay. 
When no more ponderous matter ftops its way ? 545 
Can airy columns prop the mighty ball. 
Its prciTure balance, and prevent its fall ? 
And after this remains a mighty talk. 
Which more than hun^an Ikill and power will alk. 
The ftrong myfterious cements to unfold, 550 

Which atoms ilriflly complicated hold. 

But let us leave the heap in air's embrace. 
To reft unmov*d within the empty fpace, I 

Which knows no height, or depth, or middle place : J 
Tell, lw)W you build the chambers of the IkV, 555 

Extend the fpheres, and hang the orbs on high ? 
You fay, when matter firft began to fall. 
And fettle into this terreftrial ball, 
Prcfs'd from the eanh thin exhalations rofc, 
Vapours and fteams, materials to compofe 560 

The fpacious regions of the liquid air, ' 
The heavens, and all the luminaries there : « 

Thcfc 
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Thefc vapours fpon (miraculous event !), 

Shuffled by chance, and roix'd by accident^ 

Into fuch ranks and beauteous order fell, 565 

As no effeft of wifdom can excel. 

Hence did the planets, hung in xther, (bay ! 

Hence rofe the (lars, and hence the milky way I 

Hence did the fun along the ikies advance t 

The fourcc of day, but fprung/rom night and chancel 

But who can (hew the legends, that record 
More idle tales, or fables fo abfurd ? 
Does not your fchemc affront ev'n vulgar fenfc ; 
That fpheres of fuch a vaft circumference. 
That all tlie orbs, which in the regions roll, 575 

Stretching from eaft to weft, from pole to pole. 
Should their con(lru6lure, and their beauty, owe 
To vapours prefs'd from this poor ball below ? 
From this fmall heap cpuld exhalations rife 
Enough, and fit, to fpread and vault the ikies i 5S6 
Lucretius thus the manner has difplay'd 
How meteors, not how heavenly globes, are made. • 
But grant the (leams, which by expreilion ro(e, 
Did all the fpheres and every orb compofe ; 
Since their ingenite gravity remains, 5^5 

What girder bindsy what prop the frame fuftains } 

The fun's bright beams, which you of matter mak«> 
From Heaven their downward flight perpetual take : 
Why does not then his body, which outweighs 
By infinite degrees his golden rays, 590 

By its own force precipitated tall. 
And hide in ruins this terreftrial ball ? . . 

Can 
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'Gapport the {uo qF fucb fupt^rior weight ; 

And all the ponderous heayeoly orbs fufpend 595 

Againft their nature, ivbich does downward toid ? 

Tell, wife Lucrctiu«# tell the fccret art. 

Which Iteeps cbe heavens and'eartiiTo long apart. 

Thus too the air» pre£s'd from tliis mafs, you fay* 
Sttween the eartli and ildes expanded Jay ; :^qo 

* Not with intention that tlie folar light 
Through the thin gulph might take an eafy flight ; 

Or that with nitrous food it fhould in^re 

The breathing lungs, .and feed the vital fire; 

But mere contingence did the gulph extend, (05 

Regard lefs of convenience, ufc, or end. 

Now, vauntiog poet ! ihould it be confefsM, 

■ That from the earth the air is tl^us exprcfs'd ; 
Since things by heavier things are upward tlirown, 
-Whicli tend with ftronger gravi ration down | ^10 

Why arc the fun, and tlie fair orl« of light. 
All which fo far exceed the air in weiglw, I 

- Hung from the centre at a greater height ? J 

Why do not thefc their Nature's law obey, 
''Kulh from above, and near tike centre (lay, 
And make all lighter bodic's give them way ? 
Tell us, Lucretius, why they ne'er purfue 
This natural bent, and this undoubud due? 
Since to the earth you give the middle place. 
To which all heavy things dire6b their race 5 ito 

,.lf nothihg does obftrufV, by certain fat« 
Things would in otiUr cf their diiercftt wcighj 

Lit 
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Lie round the earth/ and nak« one mighty he^ 9 ' 

They would their place, as di^erctnt ftniu» kctp. 

Nor would the air, or interceding iky, (a^ 

Between the diftant orbs and worlds divided lie } 

^ther and air would claim the highefl place. 

The (lars and planets would the eartli emb»GC» 

As now the ocean floats upon its face. 

In vain you labour by mechanic roles, 6]D 

In vain exiiaud the rcafon of your fdioc^, 

Thcfe qucftions to refolve, and to explain 

How feparate worlds were made, and ieparate ftillccfriain. 

Since to your uncompoundcd atotns you 
Pigureg Hi number infinite allow, 6f} 

From which, by various combination, fpringt 
This unconfin'd divcrf«y of things ; 
Are not, in this, defign ami "Counfel clear ? 
Does not the wii^ Artificer appear. 
Who the corporeal particles endued ^ 4^ 

With different ibape, and different magnitude. 
That from their mixtures all things might have hwtk, 
in the wide fca, and air, and heaven, and earth ^ 
To all thefe figures of diilingui(h*d kind. 
And different iizes, are not ends aOign'd } 645 

Then own their cauie did z€t with wife intent. 
Which did tboie fizes fquare, and every ihape iov«a(. 

When atoms firft the world began to frame. 
Is it not flrange that every ntunber came 
.Of fuch a figure, and of fuch a fwe, 4^ 

As fervM to found, the earth, and fpread (he ikaet ^ 
Had they not met in fuch proportion, weie 
TiKir form and number not as tudm ^ey artf 

IB 
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In^a rude mafs they had confusedly Join'd, 

Not in a finiih'd world, like this, combined. 655 

Did thefe aflfembled fub(lancet refle6^, 

That here a beauteous frame they muft cre6l ? 

Did they a general council wifely call, 

To lay the platform of each mighty ball ? 

To fettle prudent rules, and orders make, 66« 

In rearing worlds, what methods they fhould take ? 

To every atom was his talk enjoin'd ? 

His poft, and fellow-labourers, a(Iign*d ? 

Did they confem what parts they fhould compofe ; 

That thefe ibould aether make, or water thofe ? 665 

That fome ihould be the moon, and fome the eanh ? 

Thofe give the fun, and thefe the planet birth ? 

If all thefe noble worlds were undeiign'd, 

And carry M 6n without a Confcious Mind ; 

Oh, happy accident ! aufpicious chance 1 670 

That in fuch order made the work advance I 

At length to fuch admired perfe£^ion brought 

The finifli'd ftrufture, as it had been wrought 

"WkYi art tranfcendent and xronfummate thought ! 

Since 'tis an outrage done to common fenfe 675 

To fix a central point in fpace immenfe ; 
Why is a middle to the eartn ailign'd, 
To which your ponderous bodies are inclin'd ? 

Befides* refle£^ how this terreflrial mafs 
Does the whole fea a thoufand times furpafs ; ^80 

Which in a line, if drawn dire£lly down, 
More than a mile in depth is rarely known. 
Now if by chance more watery atoms came 
Than earthyy tp compofe this wondrous franse i 

4 Or 
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Or had tbcy both iii equal numblJr met,' * " " ' ' 6S5 
Which might as well have been, ha(V(?h'aricf""ilic|ught n^ 
Or if the watery (we no farther prefs) \ '" ^ ,,: 

Were but an hundred times in number leis 5 ' , 

This globe had lain, if not a general flood," \^ ,; 

At leaft a fen, a mafs of ooze and mua, ^ "^ €99 
With no rich fruit, or verdant beauty/ Weft/ ^ 

Wild and unpeopled, or by man, or 1>eaft. , ■ 

Who will our orb's unequal face explain," . . . 

Which Epicurus made all fmooth and pl^in ?' 
How did thy rocks, O 'Earth ! thy mlls/arlic ? .695. a - 
How did thy giant foris invade the ikies"? L . 

Lucretius, that it bappen'd thus, replies. J, 

Now givd us leave, great Poet, to demand. 
How the capacious hollow in the land 
Was firft produced, with eafc to entertain ' 7CQ 

All the atrcmbled waters of the main ? 
When earth was made, this hollow for the fca 
Was form'd ; but how it bappen'd fo to be ? 
It on a time fell out, that every wave 
Forlbok the earth, and fill'd the mighty cave, ^ 705 
Which bappen'd oj5portunely to be there. 
Where now their heads the rolling billows rear. 
It then fell out, that flones did rocks ccmpofe, 
That vales fubfided, and that hills arofe. 
Thus the formation of the world you know; 71^ 

So all events fell out, and all things happened fo. 

Can tales more fcnfelefs, ludicrous, and vain, 
By winter-fires old hurfes entertain? 
Docs tUb unfold how all thihg^ firft were made 
Without divine and fupefnatuial aid ? 715 

L Hi& 
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His penetration has Lucretius fliown, , •> 

By faying things proceed from Chance alone, > 

As their efficient caufe, that is, from none ? J 

But let your troops, which rang'd the plains of night, 

And through the vacant wing'd their carelefs flight, 710 

The high command of ruling Chance obey j 

Unguided and unconfcious of the way. 

Let them advance to one determin'd place, 

Prefcrib'd by Chance, in all th* unmeafur'd fpace j 

Their proper flations undire6led find, 725 

To form a world that never was defign'd ; 

Let all the rolHng globes, and fpacious Ikids, 

From happy hits of heedlefs atoms rife ; 

Be thus the earth's unmov'd foundations laid, 

Thus the thin regions of the air difplayM j 730 

Chance fliall the planets in their place fufpend. 

Between thofe worlds th* cthcrial plains extend ; 

Direft the fun ro that convenient feat, 

Whence he difplays his luflre and his heat. 

This labour, all this progrefs, is in vain, 735 

Unlcfs the orbs their various motions gain : 

For let the fun in buoyant aether float. 

Nor nearer to the earth, nor more reniwtc ; 

Yet did his orb unmov'd its beams difFufc, 

He *d fure deftru6Uon to the earth produce $ 740 

One half for heat, and one for cold, would pray. 

This would abhor <he night, and that the day : 

Did he not yearly through the zodiack pafs, 

Were he not conftant to his daily race. 

He would not, by alternate fliade and light, 745 

Produce the needful change of day and night : 

Nor 
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l>?or wocrfd the various feafons of the year, 

By turns revolving, rife and difappear. 

NoxV, can judicioys Atotniils conceive, 

Chance to the fun could this jutt impulfe give, 7$^. 

By which the fource of day fo fwiftly flies, 

His ft^ges keeps, and traverfes |he fkies ? 

We alk you, whence thefe conftant rnotions flow? 
Wilt learned heads raply, they happened fa? 
You fay,'the folar orb, firft mov'd by chance, *;^^ 

Does north and fouth, J|nd eaft and weft, advance : 
We alk, why firfl in thefe determined ways 
He chofe to move ? Why thence he never ftrays ? 
Why did he ne*er, iince time began, decline 
His round diurnal, or his annual line ? 764 

So lleadily does fickle Fortune ftecr 
Th* obedient qrb, that it ihould never err ? 
Should never ftart afide, and never ftrav ? 
Never in pathlefs aether mifs his way ? 
Why .docs he ne'er beyond the tropicks go? 765 

Why ftill revolve ? why travel to and fro ? 
Will it a wife philofopher content, -^ 

To fay thefe motions came by accident, C 

That all is undefign'd, fortuitous event? ) 

Put if the fluggilh fun you 'II not difturb, 770 

put motion give to this tcrreftrial orb ; 
Still of the earth we the fame queftion afk, 
Which to explain, you have as hard a tafl^. 

Can Chance this frame, thefe anful fcenes erc£|:, 
Which knows not works lefs artful to eltedl ? 77 e 

Did it mechanic engines e.*er produce, 
A globe, or tube of aflronomjc ufe } 

L * , Why 
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Why do not vefTels, built and rigg'd by Chance^ 

Drawn in long order, on the billows dance ? 

Might not the Sovereign Caufe with greater eafc ^8^ 

A navy build, than make the winds and feas } 

Let atoms once the form of letters take 

By Chance, and let thofe huddled letters make 

A finifli*d poem by a lucky hit, 

Such as the Grecian, or the Mantuan, writ $ - 785 

Then we *11 embrace the do6brines you advance. 

And yield the world*s fair poem made by Chance, 
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CREATION. 
B O O K V. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The introdu6llon. A defcription of the calamitous 
flare of mankind, by reafon of innumerable woes 
and fufFerings to which they are obnoxious. Difcafes 
of the body. Trouble and ^ri':f of mind. Violence 
and oppreflion. The vicifiitude of human affairs, 
and the certain profpc6t of death. Whence it ap- 
pears that it fuits the ft ace of mankind, and tiicrefore 
is delirable, there ihouia be a God. Arguments 
a^gainft the Fatalifts, vvlio atlcrt the eternity of the 
world. There murt be i^ranred fome ft-lf-exiRcnt and 
independent being. The corporeal world cannot be 
that being : proved from its mutability, and the va- 
riety of forms rifing and difappcaring in the fcvcral 
parts of nature ; from the poliibility of conceiving, 
without any confequent'contradiftion, lefs or more 
parts in the world, than are actually cx'ftent; fiom 
the podibility of plants and animals having had dif- 
ferent fhapes, and limbs, from what they now have* 
The pretended fatal cljain of things not fclf-exillent 
and independent ; becaufe all its links or parts are 
dependent, and obnoxious to corruption. Fate, a word 
without fenfe or meaning. Two moie arguments, 
again ft the eternity of ihj world, from the contem- 
plation of the light of tlj fun, and of motion. 
Ariftotlc's fchcmc confide red and confuted. 
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A H, haplefs mortal man ! ah, rigid fate ! 
'^ What cares attend our fhort, uncertain (late ! 
Hovv wide a front, hew deep and black a roar. 
What fad varieties of grief and fear, 
Prawn in array, exert their fatal rage. 
And gall obnoxious life through every ftage. 
From infancy to youth, from youth to age ! 

Who can compile a roll of all our woes ? 
Our friends are faithlefs, and fincere our foe$ j 
The poifon'd arrows of an' envious tonguo lo 

Improve our errors, and our virtues wrong} 
Th' oppieflbr now with arbitrary mi^ht 
Tramples on law, and robs us of our right ; 
Dangers unfeen on every fide invade, 
And fnares o'er all th' unfaithful ground arc hid. i^ 

Oft' wounds from foreign violence we feel. 
Now from chc ruffian's, now the warrior's, fteel ; 
By bruifes or l)y labour we are pain'd ; 
A bone disjointed, or a finew ftrain'd; 
Now felkring fares affli£l our tortur'd limbs ; aa 

Now to the yielding heart the gangrene climbs. 

Acure dift?mpcrs tierce our veins aflail, ♦ 

Ruih on with fary, and by florm prevail ; 
Others with thrift difpenfe their ftores of grief, 
And by the fap prolong the (lege of life ; aj 

While to the grave we for deliverance cry^ 
And, promis'd iHll, are flill denied to die. 

See Colic, Gour, and Stone, a cruel train, 
Oppos'd by ail the hci^iing race in vain ; 

Tlieuf 
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Their various racks and lingering plagues employ, ^ 

Relieve each other, and by turns annoy, L 

And, tyrant like, torment, but not deftroy. } 

We noxious infefts in our bowels feed. 

Engender deaths, and dark de(lru£^ion bseed. 

The Spleen with fullen vapours clouds the hrzin, 35 

And binds the fpirits in its heavy cliain t 

Howc'er the caufe fantaftic may appear, 

Th* efFc£t is real, and the pain fincerc 

Hydropic wretches- by degrees decay, 

Growing the more, the more they wade away ; 4P 

By their own ruins they augmented lie,. 

"With third and heat amidft a- deluge fry : 

And while in floods of water thefe expire,. 

More fcorching pcrifli by the Fever's fire j 

Stretch'd on our downy, yet uncafy beds, 45- 

We change our pillows, and we raifc our heada^ 

From fide to fide for reft in vain we turn, " 

With cold' we (liiver, or with heat we burn j 

Of night impatient, we demand the day; 

The day arrives, and for the night we pray { «• 

The night and day fuccelTive come and go. 

Our lafting pains no interruption know. 

Since Man is born to fo much woe and care, 
Muflftill new terrors dread, new forrows bear j 
Does it not fuit the ftate of human kind, 55- 

Thcre Ihould prefide a good Almighty Mind ? 
A Caufe Supreme, that might all nature fteer,. 
Avert our danger, and prevent our fear ; 
Who, when implor'd, might timely fuccour give. 
Solace our anguilh, and our wants relieve ; 

L 4 Fathct 
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Father of comfort, might our fouls fuftain. 
When preft with grief, and mitigate our pain ? 

*Tis certain fomething from all ages pall 
Without beginning was, and ftill will laft ; 
For if of time one period e'er had been $^ 

When nothing was, then nothing could l)egin» 
That things (hould to themfclvcs a being give, 
Rcluftant reafon never can conceive. 
If you affirm, effects themfclves produce. 
You ihock the mind, and contradiction chufe 5 7# 

For they, *tis clear, muft a£l and move, before 
They were in being, or b?.d motive power ; 
As aftive caufcs muft of right at once 
Exiflcncc claim, and as efFc^ls renounce. 
Then fomething is, which no beginning had, 7^ 

A caufelefs Caufc, or nothing could be made. 
Which mufl by pure necefTity exifl, 
And whofe duration nothing can rcfifl:. 

Let us enquire, and fearch by due degrees. 
What, who, this Self-exiftent being is. So 

Should this material world's capacious frame 
Vncaus'd and independent being claim ; 
It would, thus form'd and fafhion'd as we fee. 
Derive exigence from necefTity, 

And then to ages uncontin'd mufl lafl f* 

Without the Icafl diverfity or waftc. 
Keceflky, view'd with attentive thought. 
Does plain impofTibility denote, 
Tliat things (hould not exiO, which a6lual are. 
Or ill another (hape, or diffvicnt modes appear. 

Eur 
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But fee, in all corporeal Nature's fcenc, 
What changes, what diverfities, have been ! 
Matter not long the fame appearance makes. 
But (hifts her old, and a new figure takes r 
If now (he lies in Winter's rigid arms, f 5 

Diihonour'd, and dcfpoil'd of all her charms^ 
Soft vernal airs will loofe th* unkind embrace. 
And genial dews renew lier withered facej. 
Like fabled nymphs transform'd, (bc*f now a trecy 
Now weeps into a flood, and flreaming fecks the feai lo* 
She 's now a gaudy fly, before a worm. 
Below a vapour, and above a ftorm ; 
This ooze was laie a nvonfter of the main. 
That turf a lowing grazer of the plain, 
A lion this did o'er the foreft reign. 105 , 

Regard that fair, that branching lauret-plant, 
Behold that lovely blulhing am^rantj 
One might have William's In-okcn frame afTum^d, 
And one from bright Maria's daft have bloom 'd. 
Thefe (hifting fccnes, thefe q4iick rotations, Ihow 
Things from neceflTity could never flow, 
But mud to mind and choice precarious being owe* 

Let us fuppofe that Nature ever was, 
Without beginning, and without a caufcj. 
As her lirft order, difpofition, frame, 11 j 

Muft then fubfift unchangeably the hme ; 
So muft our mind pronounce, it would not be 
Within tJie reach of poflibility, 
That e'er the woihl a being could have had 
L'iiTcrcnt from what it is^ or could be made jtm 
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Of more or l©fs, or other parts, than thofe 
Which the corporeal \miverfe compofe. 
Now, Fatalift, we alk, if thofe fubvert 
Reafon*s cftabHfli'd maxims, who affcrt 
That we the world's cxiftence may conceive, 125 

Though we one atom out of Nature leave ; 
Though ferae one wandering orb, or twinkling ftar. 
Were abfent from the heavens, whkh how is there ; 
Thowgh fome one kind of plant, or fly, or worm. 
No being had, or had another's form } j 30 

And might not other animals arife, 
Of different figure, and of ditferent fize ? 
In the wide womb of poilibility 
Lie many things, which ne*er may a6lual be j 
And more produ6lions of a various kind 135 

Will caufc no contradiftion in the mind. 
'Tis poflible the things in Nature found 
Might different forms and difterent parts have own'd : 
The boar might wear a trunk, the wolf a horn. 
The peacock's train the bittern might adorn ; 140 

Strong tuiks might in the horfe's mouth have grown. 
And lions might have fpots, aiid leopards none. 

But, if the world knows no foperior caufc, 
Obeys no fovareign*s arbitrary laws j 
If abfolute neccfiity maintains 145 

Of caufes and efFefts the fatal chains; 
What could one motion flop, change one event } 
It would tranfcend the wide, the vad extent, \ 
The utmoft ftretch of poflibility. 
That tilings, from what they are, fhould difagree. 150 
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If, to elude this reafoning, you reply. 
Things what they are, arc by neccflity ; 
Which never elfe fo aptly could confpire 
To ferve the wliok, and Nature's ends acquire ; 
To form the beauty, order, haarmony, i6« 

Which we through all the works of Nature fee : 
Ready we this affertion will allow, 
For what can more exalted wifdom fhow ? 
With zeal we this ncceflity defend 
Of means direfted to their ufeful end; 1*5 

But 'tis not that which Fatalifts intend. 
Nor that which we oppofe in this^ debare. 
An uncontroVd neceflity of fate, 
Which all things blindly does and muft produce, 
Unconfcious of their goodnefs and their ufc, 
Which cannot ends defign, nor means conTenient 
chufe. 

If you pcrfift, and fondly will maintain 
Of caufes and etfef^s anendlcfs train ; 
That this fuccellive ferics ftill has been. 
Will never ceafe, and never did begin; 
That tilings .did always, as they do, proceed, 175 

And no Firft Caufe, no wife Direftor, need : 
Say, if no links of all your fatal chain 
Free from corruption and unchang'd remain i: 
If of the whole each part in time arofe, 
And to a caufe its borrowM being owes ; 180 

How then the whole can independent be ? 
How have a being from ncccflity ? 
Is not the whole, ye learned heads, the fame 
With all the parts, and dififerenc but in name } 

Could 
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Could e'er that whole the lead pcrftftion Ihow, 1S5 
Which from the parts, that form it, did not flow ? 
Then, tell us, can it from its parts derive. 
What in themfelves thofe parts had not to give } 

Farther to clear the fubje6^ in debate. 
Inform us, what you underfland by Fate. 19^ 

Have you a jud idea in the mind 
Of this great caufe of things by you adign'd ? 
If you the order and dependence mean 
By which efFefts upon their caufes lean. 
The long fucceflion of th* efficient train^ i^j 

And firm coherence of th' exrcnded chain } 
Then Fate is nothing but a mode of things. 
Which from continued revolution fprings ; 
A pure relation and a mere rcfpcft 
Between the caufe cffeftive and th' efTefl. 2C» 

If caufes and effcfts themfelves are that 
Which your clear-fighted fchools intend by Fatei 
Then Fate by no idea can be known, 
*Tis one thing opiy, .u a heap is one ; 
You no diftinguiflj'd bt'ir.g by it mean, 205 

But all th' eife6cs and caufes that have been. 
If you aflcrt, that each efficient caufe 
Muft a£t by fix'd inevitable laws j 
]f you affirm this r.^ct.ary ftare. 

And tell u^ tills nti . .i.:y is Fate ; 2 i» 

When will you l/uis the world with light to fee 
The fpring and fource of this necellicy ? 
Say, what did fo tliipofcf, fo things ordain 
To form tlic links cf all ;hc cafual chdin. 

That 
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That Nature by inevitable force 115 

Should run one ring, and keep one (leady couife I 

That things muft needs in one fet order flow, 

And all events muft happen as they do > . 

Can you no proof gf your aflcrtiou find ? 

Produce no reafon to convince the mind, ««# 

That Nature this determined way muft go > 

Are all things thus, becaufc they muft be fo ? 

We grant with eafe there b ncccfTity, 

The Source of things ihould felf-exiftent be# , 

But then He 's not a neceffary caufe; «£5 

He freely afts by arbitrary laws : 

He gave to beings motive energy. 

And a£live things to paflive did apply ; 

In fuch wife order all. things did difpofe, . 

That of events neceflity arofe : »|« 

Without his aid, fay, how you will maintain 

Your fatal lint of caufes ? Hence 'tis plain. 

While the word Fate you thus affe^l to ufc. 

You coi^ a fenfelefs term, th' unwary to amufe. 13a 

You, who aflcrt the world did ne*er commence^ 
Prepare againft this reafoning your defence. 
If folar beams, which through th' expanfion dart^ 
Corporeal are, as learned fchools afTert ; 
Since ftill they flow, and no fupply repays 135 

The lavilh Sun liis diflipated rays ; 
Grant, that his radiant orb did ne'er begin. 
And that his motions have eternal been. 
Then, by eternal, infinite expence. 
By -unrecruiced walle, and fpoils immenfe^ t4o 

By 
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% certain fate to flow deftru^ion doom'ijy 

His glorious ftock long fince had booh cohftrm'd^; 

Of light unthrifty, and profufc of day, 

The ruin'd globe had fpent his lateftray, 

PifpersM in beams e?cmalty difplay'd, 2.45 

Had led in aether roam'd, and loofe in atoms ftray*d. 

Grant, that a grain of matter would outweigh "^ 
The light the fun difpenfes in a day > 

Through all the ftagcs of his heavcrily way j *' 

That in a ye«r the golden torrents, fcnt 25^ " 

f raoi the bright fource, its lolTes fcarce augment; 
^et without end if you the w^e r<;ft(3at, 
I'll' eternal lofs grows infinitely great. 
Then, fliould the fun of finite bulk ftidk^a 
In every age the lofs but of a grain ^ %^t 

Ify^t fvlppofc thofc ages infinite, 
Could there remain otic particle ©f light ? 

Refled, that motion muft abate its foree. 
As more or left obftru£^ed in its coutfe ; 
That all the heavenly orbs, whi)e< turning rouBtd, a€o 
Have fomercfiflance from tlie medium found : 
Be that refinance ne'er fo' faint and weak. 
If 'tis eternal, 'twill all motion brdak ; 
If in each age ypu grant the leaft dccreafc. 
By infinite fuccfifion it muH: ceafe. ^j&e 

Hence, if the orbs have dill refidjtd been 
By air, or light, or aether ne'er fo thin j 
Long fince their naotion n^uft have been fuppreft, ^ 
The (lars had flood, the fun had lain at reft; I 

Sovwn, £0 wildafcheme, you Fataliftsha^edrefsM. -J 

Let 
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Let us the wife pofitions now furvey 
Of Ariftotlc's fchool, who *s pleasM to fay 
Nothing can move itfelf, dq inward power 
To any beina: motion can .procure. 
Whatever is mov'd, its motion muft derive 475 

From fomething elfe, which mull an inttpulfe.girc : 
And yet no being motion could begin j 
Elfe motion might not have eternal been. 
That matter never did begin to move, 
But in th' tmmenfe from endlcfs ages itrovc, xZc 
The Stagy rite thus undertakes to prove. 
He fays, of motion time the meafure is j 
Then that *s eternal too, as well as this. 
Motion through ages without limit flows* 
Since timc^ its meafure, no b^ianing knows. #9 5 

This feeble bafe upholds our Author's hopes* 
And all his mighty fupcrftrufturc props. 
On this he all his towering fabric rears. 
Sequel on fequel heaps, to reach tke fpheres. 
But if this definition you deny aso •% 

Of time, on which his building does rely, \ 

You bring his lofty Baliel from the iky ; J 

A thoufand €ne dedu^ons you-coofound^ 
Scatter his wade philofophy around, 
And level all his (Iru&urc with the ground. 

We then this definition thus defeat : 
Time is no meafure, which can motioa meet ; 
For men of reafoning faculties will fee. 
That time can nothing but duration be 
Of beings ; and duration can fuggeft 300 

Noching or of -their motion, or their reilj 

I Only 
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Only prolong'd cxiftcncc it implies, 

Whether the thing is movVi, or quiet lies. 

This fmgle blow will all the pile fubverr, 

So proudly rais'd, but with fo little art. 305 

But, fincc the Author has fuch fame acquired. 
And as a God of fcicnce been admir'd, 
A flri£bcr view we '11 of his fyftem take. 
And of the parts a fhort examcn make. 
Let us obferve, what light his fcheme aflx>rds, 310 

His undigefted heap of doubtful words. 
tjreat Stagy rite, the loft enquirer Ihow 
The fpring, whence motion did for ever flow ; 
Since nothing of itfelf e'er moves or flrives. 
Tell what begins, what the firft impulfe gives. . 315 

Hear how the man, who all in fame furmounts. 
For motion's fpring -and principle accounts. 
To his fupreme, unmov'd, unatlive God, 
He the firft fphere appoints, a blcft abode j 
Who fits fupinely on his azure throne, 329 

In contemplation of himfelf alone ; 
Is .wholly mindlefs of the world, and void 
Of providential care, and unemploy'd. 
To all the fphercs inferior are allign'd 
Gods fubaltern, and of inferior kind : 325 

On thcfe he fclf-exiftence does confer. 
Who, as the God fupreme, eternal are ; 
With admiration mov'd, and ardent love. 
They all their fpheres around in order move ; 
And from thefe heavenly revolutions flow 3^9 

All motions^ which are found in things below. 

7 If 
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If you demand by what impulfive force 
The Under-Gods begin their circling courfc : 
He fays, as things dciirable excite 
Defire, and objefts move the appetite; 335 

So his firft God, by kindling ardent love. 
Does all the Gods in feats inferior move : 
Thus mov*d, they move around their mighty fphcrcs, 
With their refulgent equipage of ilars; 
From fphcre to fphere communicate the dance, 340 

Whence all in heavenly harmony advance ; 
And from this motion propagated rife 
All motions in the earth, and air, and (kies. 

And thus by learned Ariftotle's mind 
All things were form'd, yet nothing was dciign'd. 345 
He owns no choice, no arbitrary will, 
Kg artiil's hand, and no exerted Jkill; 
All motion flows from neceflfary fate, 
Which nothing docs rciift, or can abate | 
Things fmk and rife, a being lofc or gain 350 1 

In a coherent, undiflblving chain 
Of caufes and efFefts, which Nature's couHc fudain. 
Th* unmoveable Supreme tlic reft does move, 
As proper objc£Vs raife defire and love ; 
They, mov*d without their choice, without confent, 355 
Move all their fpheres around without intent : 
Whate'er he calls his moving caufe, to chufc 
He gives that caufe no power, or to refufe. 
And thus from fate all artful order fprings, 
This rear'd the world, this is the rife of things, 360 

Now give us leave to aik, great Stagyrite ! 
How the firft God th* inferior does excite, 

M Of 
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Of his own fubftance docs he pans convey, ^ 

Whofe motive force the Under-Gods obey ? \ 

If fo, he may be changed, he may decay. ^^^ J 

But if by fteadfaft gaaing they are mov'd. 

And admiration of xhc oi)]cGt lov*d ; 

If thofe below their motive force acquire 

From the ftrong impulfe of divine defire ; 

Tell us, what good your God Suf reme can gntat, 370 

Which thofe beneath, to make them happy, want. 

If admiration of the God Supreme, 

And heavenly raptures, ^ould their breads inAame, 

Is that of motion a refifUefs caufe. 

Of motion conflant to eternal laws ? 37^ 

Might not each fecond God inactive lie 

On his blue fphere, and fix his ravifh'd eye 

On the Supreme Unmoveablc, and ne'er 

Be forc'd to roll around his folid ipliere ? 

Say, how could wonder drive them from their place? 

How in a circle make them run their race ? 

How keep them fteady in one certain pace ? 
He this a fundamental maxim lays, 

That Nature wifely a£^8 in all her ways ; 

That ihe purfues the things which mod conduce 3t( 

To order, beauty, decency, and ufe. 

Who can to reafon tliis af&oot endure ? 

Should it derifion caufe, or anger more. 

To hear a deep philofoplier aflcrt 

That Nature, not endued with ikill or art, 3^0 

Of liberty of choice, of reafon void, 

Still wifely ads, where-ever ihe 's employed ? 

Can 
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Can a^ipa$ be denominated wHe, 

Which from a brute »eceffity arife. 

Which the blind agent never did intend, 595 

The raeans uochofen, and unknown the end } 

On this be laid the (Irefs of this debate ; 
What wifely a£ls can never aft by fate. 
Tlic means and end muft firft be underftood ; 
The means, as poropcrj and the end, as good ^ 4C0 
Tlje a£l mud be exerted with intent 
By ufmg means to gain the wiih'd event. 
But can a fenfelcfs and unconfcious caufe, 
}iy foreign impulfc mov'd, and fatal laws, 
This thing as good, and that as fit, reipeclk, 405 

Defign tlic end, and then the means eleft ? 
Nature, you grant, can no event intend, 
Yet that (he afts with prudence you pretend : 
So Nature wifely afts, yet afts without an end ! 

Yet while thi$ Prince of fcience does declare 410 
That means or ends were never Nature's care. 
That things, which feem with peife6l art contrived. 
By the refifilefs force of fate arriv'd ; 
This cautious mafter, to fecure his fame. 
And 'fcapc the Atheid's ignominious name, 415 

Did to his Gods of all degrees allow 
Counfel, deiign, and power to chufe and know. 
Yet, fmce he 's pleas'd fo plainly to aflTcrt, 
His Gods no aft of reafoning power exert» 
No mark of choice, or arbitrary will, 416 

Employed no prudence, and exprefs'd no ikill| 
In making or direfting Nature's frame. 
Which from his fate inevitable came ; 

M z The(c 
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Thefe Gods muft, as to us, be brute and blind. 

And as unufeful, as if void of mind : ^25 

Acting without intent, or care, or aim. 

Can they our prayer regard, or praifcs claim ? 

Of all the irreligious in debate, 

This fhameful error is the common fate ; 

That though they cannot but diftin£tly fee 430 

In Nature's works, and whole ceconomy, 

Dcfign and judgement in a high degree; 

This judgement, this defign, they ne'er allow 

Do from a caufe endued with reafon flow. 

The art they grant, th' artificer rejcft, 43 ^ 

The ftrufture own, and not the archite£t ; 

That unwife Nature all things wifely makes, 

And prudent meafures without prudence takes. 

Grant that their admiration and their love 
Of the firft God may all th* inferior move 5 4^0 

Grant too, though no neeeffity appears, 
That, with their rapture mov'd, they move their fphercs: 
Thefe queftions let the Stagyrite refolve, 
"Why they at all, why in tliis way, revolve ? 
Declare by what ncceJTity control'd, 4^* 

In one determin'd manner they are roll'd ? 
Why is their fwift rotation weft and caft, 
Rarher than north and fouth, or eaft and weft? 
Why do not all th' interior fphcres obey 
The higheft fphere's inevitable fway ? 4*0 

Tell us, if all celeftial motions rife 
From revolutions of the ftarry Ikies, 

Whence 
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Whence of the orbs the various motions come ? 

Why fome the general road purfue ? and fome 

In aether ftray, and difobedient roam ? 455 

If yours the fource of motion is, declare, 

Why this is fix*d, and that a wandering liar ? 

Tell by what fate, by what refiftlefs force. 

This orb has one, and that another courfe ? 

How does the learned Greek the caufc unfold 460 
With equal fwiftnefs why the fun is rolPd 
Still eaft and weft, to mark the night and day ? 
To form the year why through th' ecliptic way ? 
What magic, what neceflity, confines 
The folar orb between the tropic lines ? 465 

What charms in thofe enchanted circles dwell. 
That with controling power the fun repel ? 
The Stagy rite to this no anfwer makes ; 
Of the vaft globe fo little thought he takes, 
That he to folve thefe cjueftions never ftrives, 470 

No caufe or of its place or motion gives. 

But farther yet, applauded Greek, fuppofe 
Celeftial motions from your fpring arofe ; 
That motion down to all the worlds below 
From the firft fphere may propagated flow : 475 

Since you of things to fhow th* efficient fource 
Have always to neceflity recourfe ; 
From what neceflity do fpheres proceed 
With fuch a meafur'd, fuch a certain fpeed? 
We fain would this myfterious caufe explore, 48© 

Why motion was not either lefs or more, 
But in this juft proportion and degree. 
As fuits with Nature's juft oeconomy. 

M 3 Thi-s 
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This is a caufe, a right one too, we ghmt, 

Biit 'tis the final, we th* cfficittit want \ ^3i^ 

With greater fvviftnefs if the fpheres Were wliid'd> 

The motion given to this inferior world 

Too violent had been for Nature's ufc. 

Of too great force mixM bodies to produce ; 

The Elements, Air, Waterj Earth, and Firc> 4^0 

Which now to ihake comjpounded things confpirdy 

By their rude fhocks could never have combined. 

Or had been difengag'd as foon as join'd : 

But then had motion in a lefs degree 

Been given, than that which we in Nature fee f 495 

Of greater vigour fhe had flood in need, . 

To mix and blend the elemental feed, 

To temper, \Vork, incorporate, and bind 

Thofe principles, tliatthcnce of every kind 

The various compound beings might arife, 5^0 

Which fill the earth and fea, and ftore the (kids. 

Say, what neceflity, what fatal laws, 

Did in f\ich due proportion motion caufe, 

Nor more or lefs, but juft fo much as tends 

To frame the world, and ferve all Nature's tnda > 505 

Aik why the higheft of the rolling fpheres, 
Deck'd to profufion with refulgent ftars, 
And all with bright exciefcences emboft, 
Has the whole beauty of the heavens engroft 5 
When of the others, to difpel the night, eto 

£ach owns a fingle folitary light; 
Only one planet in a fphere is found, 
Marching in air^his melancholy round : , 

l^atui:e. 
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Nature, he tells us, took this prudent care^ 

That the fublimeft and the hoblefl fpherc 545 

Should be with nobler decoration blc£t, 

And in magnificence outihine the refti 

That fo its greater ornament and ilate 

Should bear proportion with its greater hdgfat. 

It feems then Nature does not only find 5*0 

Means to be good, beneficent, and kind^ 

But has for beauty and for order car'd. 

Does rank, and (late, and decency, regard. 

Now, ibould he not coniidering men forgive. 
If, fway*d by tliis aiTertion, they believe, 525 

That Nature, which does decency refpeft. 
Is fomething, which can reafon, chufe, refle£l:? 
Or that fomc wife Dire^or muft prcfide 
O'er Nature's works, and all her motions guide ? 
You here ihould that necefBty declare, 5^0 

Why all the ftars adorn the higheft fphere: 
Say, how is this th* etFe6l of fatal laws. 
Without reflefting on a final caufe ? 
One fphere has all the flars j we afk you, wtiy ? 
When you to beauty and to order fly, 535 

You plain aflert the truth which you deny; 
That is, that Nature has wife ends in new, 
With forefight works, and does dcfigns purfue. 

Thus all the mighty wits, that have cflay'd 
To explicate the means how things are made 540 

By Nature's power, without the Hand Divine, 
The final caufes of cfFe£bs aflign. 
They fay, that this or tkat is fo or fo, 
That fuch events in fuch fuccelfion flow ; 

M 4 . Beca'jf: 
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Becaufe convenience^ decency, and ufe, cAt 

Require, that Nature things (hould thus produce. 

They in their demonftrations always vaunt 

Efficient caufes, which they always want. 

But thus they yield the queftion in debate. 

And grant the impotence of Chance and Fate : cm 

For, till they fliow by what neceflity 

Things have the difpoiiiion which we fee. 

Whether it be deriv'd from Fate or Chance, 

Not the leaft ftep in fcience they advance. 

Grant Nature furnifli'd, at her vaft expcncc, 555 

One room of ftate with fuch magnificence. 
That it might fhine above the others bright. 
Adorn 'd with numerous burnifii'd balls of light; 
Poes fhe on one by decent rules difpenfe 
Of condellations fuch a wealth immenfe, c6o 

While the next fphere in amplitude and height 
RojIs on with one erratic, lonely light ? 
But be it fo, tlie queftion 's ftill the fame. 
Tell us, from what neceflity it came ? 

Let us the great philofopher attend, ^5* 

While to the worlds below his thoughts defcend. 
His elements, earth, water, air, and fire, 
He fays, to make all compound things confpirej 
He in the midft leaves the dull eaith at reft, 
Jn the foft bofom of the ?ir carefl: j --^ 

The red-wing'd fire mud to the moon arife. 
Hover in air, and lick contiguous Ikies ; 
No charms, no force, can make the fire defcend, 
Nor can the earth to feats fuperior tend. 

Both 
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Both unmolcftcd peace for ever own, 575 

This in the middle, that beneath the moon : 

Water and air not fo ; for they, by fate 

Aflign*d to conftant duty, always wait ; 

Ready by turns to rife or to defcend, 

Nature againft a vacant to defend ; ^^9 

For fhould a void her monarchy invade, 

Should in her works the fmalleft breach be made. 

That breach the mighty fabrick would diflblvc, 

And in immediate ruin all involve, 

A confequence fo difmal to prevent, 58^ 

Water and air are ftill (as faid) intent 

To mount or fall, this way or that to fly. 

Seek fubterrancan vaults, or climb the fky j 

While thefe with fo much duty are oppreft. 

The earth and fire are privileg'd with reft. £90 

Thefe elements, 'tis clear, have not difcern'd 

The interert of the whole, nor arc concerned 

Left they, when once an interpoUng void 

Has Nature's frame o'erturn'd, fhould be deftroy*d. 

Tell, why thefe fimple elements are four ? 595 

Why juft fo many ! why not lefs or more ? 
Does this from pure neceflity proceed ? 
Or fay, does Nature juft that number need? 
If this, you mock us, and decline the talk, 
You give the final caufe, when we th* efficient aik. 6co 
If that, how often ihall we call in vain 
That you would this neceflity explain ? 

But here forgive me, famous Stagy rite, 
If I cflcem it idle to recite 

The 



} 



ij9 BLAC&MOR£'S POBMS. 

Tbc reafons (fo yo« ctU t^m) which ^^u ^ire, te$ 

To make us tliis iieceffity helieve ; 

Reafons fo tii&iBg, fo abfurd, and dry^ 

That thofe (houiti hlufli, who make « grave reply, 

Your elements we grant : But now declare. 
How you to form coro^unded things prepare, 610 
And mix your fire and water, earth and air ? 
The fwift rocacion of the fpheres above. 
You fay, muft all infei^or bodies move ; 
The elements in fublunary fpace 

Are by this impulfe forc'd to leave their place; 6it 
By various agitations they combine 
In different forms, by different mixtures join ; 
Blended and juflly temper'd, they compound 
All things in all th' inferior regions found : 
Thus beings from th' incorporated four, 6a« 

Refult, by undefigning Nature's power. 
Hence metals, plants, and minerals arlfe, 
The clouds, and all the meteors of the ikies I 
Hence all the clans that haunt the hill or wood. 
That beat the air, or cut the limpid flood ! ^25 

Ev'n man, their Lord, Ivence into l>eing came. 
Breathed the pure air, and felt the vital Aante I 
Say, is not this a noble fcheme, a piece 
Worthy the Stagy rite, and worthy Greece t 

But now, 8c\jte philofopher, declare 630 a 

How tliis rotation of the heavenly fphere I 

Can mingle fire and water, earth and air ? J 

The fire that dwells beneath the l-unar haW, 
To meet afccn-.ling earth, mui\ dow-iiwair*! fall. 

Now 
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Now turn your fpbcre contiguolK to the fire, 635 

Will from its feat that clement retire ? 

The fphere cbuid never drive its neighbour doWtt| 

But give a ciixiiflg motion, likt its ovvta* 

So give the air impivflion from abov«> 

It in a whirl vertiginous would i<iove>: ^4,1^ 

And thus the rblliftg fpheres cian ttk'^f difpltci 

The fire or air, to make a mingled ^ttts s 

The elements diftinft might kefc^j their feat, 

Elude the ruffle, artd your fcheme dcffeat. 

But fmce th* applauded author will demand 645 

For complex bodies no dire6tor*8 hand; 
Since art without an artift he matnftains, 
A ouilding rears without a builder*« pailis j 
He comes Jit length to Epicurus' fcheme, 
Pleas'd by his model com^und works to frame* 65* 
One all his various atoms docs tin«te 
^"o form mixt thiiigs 1 tlie fa«yu]f«is Stag^ticc, 
F>v' Ills invented element* (iombhi'dy 
Compofes beings of each different kmd : 
But l)oth agree, while both alike deny 655 

1 he Gods did e*er their care or thought apply 
To form or rule this univerfal frame, 
Which or from fate or ci^u^* concourfe came. 
Whether to raifc tlie world you are inclin'd 
Bv this man's chance, or that ihan''^ fate, as hlmd; 6€d 
If flill mechanic, neceflary laws 
Of moving matter muft all beings caufei 
If artful works from a, brute caufe refult, 
From fprings unknown, and qualities occult ; 
Wiih Ichemcs alike aljfurd our reuion you infult. 

And 
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And no\v» to finiih this lefs pleafant taik^ 
Of our renown'd philofopher we a(k. 
How was the earth determined to its place ? 
Why did it firft the middle point embraced 
What blandifhments, what ftrong attradivc power, 670 
V^^hat happy arts adapted to allure. 
Were by that fingle point of all the void 
To captivate and chann the mafs em ploy 'd ? 
Or what machines, what grapples, did it cafl 
On eanh, to fix it to the centre fail ? 675 

But if the earth, by ftrong enchantment caught. 
This point of all the vacant fondly fought. 
Since it is unintelligent and blind. 
Could it the way, the neareft could it find ? 
When at that point arrived, how did it know 680 

Jt was ai:riv'd, and Ihould no farther go ? 
When in a globous form collefted there. 
What wondrous cement made the parts cohere ? 
Why did the orb fufpended there remain 
Fix'd and unmov'd ? what does its weight fuftain ? 685 
Tell what its fall prevents; can liquid air 
The ponderous pile on its weak columns bear ? 
The earth muft, in its gravity's dcfpight. 
Uphold itfelf i our carelefs Stagyrite 
For its fupport has no provifion made, 690 

1^0 pillar rear'd, and no foundation laid : 
When by occult and unknown gravity 
*Tis to its ftation brought, it there mufl 
In undiiturb'd rcpofe ; in vain we aik him, 

Say, if the world uncaused did ne'er begin. 
If Nature what it is has always been j 695 
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Why do no arms the poet's fong employ 
Before the Thcban war, or ficge of Troy ? 
And why no elder hiftories relate 
The rife of empires, and the turns of ftatc ? 700 

If generations infinite are gone, 
Tell, why fo late were arts and letters known ? 
Their rife and progrefs is of recent date, 
And flill we mourn their young imperfc6l: ftatc. 
If unconfinM duration we regard, 705 

And time be with eternity compared. 
But yefterday the fages of the Eaft 
Firft fome crude knowledge of the ftars expred* 
In facred emblems Egypt's fons conceal'd 
Their myftic learning, rather than reveaVd. 710 

Greece after this, for fubtle wit renown'd. 
The fciences and arts improvM or found ; 
Firft, caufes fearch'd, and Nature's fecret waysi 
Firft taught the bards to fing immortal lays ; 
The charms of mufick and of painting rais'd, 715 

And was for building firft, and ficft for fculptureprais'd. 

Man in mechanic arts did late excel. 
That fuccour life, and noxous power repel j 
Which yield fupplies for neccfl'ary ufe, 
Or which to pleafure or to pomp conduce. 720 

How late was found the loadftone's magic force. 
That feeks the north, and guides the failor's courfe I 
How newly did the printer's curious ikill 
Th* enlightened world with lettered volumes fill ! 
But late the kindled powder did explode 725 

Tiie malTy ball, and the brafs tube unload; 

The 
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The tube, to whofo loud tkunder Albkm flW9ft 
The laurel honours that adorn her br«w«r 
Which awfuU during eight rcnown'd camp^ignss 
From Belgia's hills, and Gallia's fromipr plains, 73^ 
' Did through th' admiring realms around ftfoclauo 
Marlborough's fvvilt conquefts, and great ApQ^*« name! 

By this the leader oi the Britiih pow«rs 
Shook Menin, LilU» and high Gand^'s towers ; 
JJext his wide engines level'd Teurnay's pride^ 735 

Whofe lofty walls advancing foes dcfy'd j 
Though nitrous tempefts, and clandedine dpath, 
Fill'd the deep caves and numerous vaults ^neath. 
Which, form'd with art, and' wrought with ^adl4^ tojlf 
llan through thp ^thlefs excavated ibil. .74P 

See, the intrepid ^fitoa delves his way. 
And to the caverns lets in war and day } 
<Quells fub^rranean foes, and rifes crown'd 
With fpoils, frooi H)artial labour under ground. 
Mons, to reward Blarignia's glorious iield, 745 

To Maryborough's unrors did fubmiilive yield. 
The hero next aflail'd proud Doway's head j 
And fpite of confluent inundations fpread 
Around, in fpite of works for fure defence 
Kais'd with confummate art, and cod immeofe, 754 
With unexampled valour did fucceed : 
<VilUrs, thy hod beheld tlie hardy deed 1} 
Aria, Venantia, Bethune, and Boucha^n, 
Of his long triumphs clofe th' iliuftfiQUS trai;). 
While thus his thunder did his wrath d^cUre, 755 

And artful lightiMogs fla^'d al(^ th« ^, 

ft Somonas 
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Somona*s caflles with th* impetuous roar 

Aftoni(h*d tremble, but their warriors more; 

Lutetia's lofty towers with terror ftruck 

Caught the coi^tagion, and at diilanca (hook. 760 

Tell, Gallic chiefs, for you have often heard 

His dreadful cannon, and his fire rcvcr*d. 

Tell, how you rag'd, when your pale cohorts run 

From Marlborough's fwoid, the battle fcarcc begun. 

Tell, Scaldis ! Legia, tell ! how to their head 565 

Your frighted wav«s in reBueet errors fled. 

While Marlborough's cannon thus prevails by land, 
Britain's fea-chiefs, by Anna's high command, 
Refiftlers o'er the Thufcan billows ride, 
And (Irikc rebellowing ca?€9 on either f}d«; 770 

Their fulphur tempefls ring from (hore to ihoft. 
Now make the Ligur fhrt, and'now the Moor. 
Hark how the found diflurbs imperious Rome, 
Shakes her proud hllh, and rolls from dome to 6osnc ! 
Her mitred princes hear the echoing noife, 775 

And, Albion, dread thy wrath, and awful voice. 
Aided by thee, the Auftrian eagles rife 
Sublime, and triumph in Iberian ikies. 
What panic fear, what anguiih, what diilrefs. 
What conftemation, Gallia's fons exprcfs, 78^ 

While, trembling on the coaft, they from rfajr 
View the wing'd terrors, and tlie floating war ! 
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BOOK VI. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The fabulous account of the firft rife of mankind 
given by the ancient poets. The opinions of many 
of the Greek philofophers concerning that point not 
lefs ridiculous. The aflcrtion of Epicums and his 
followers, that our firft parents were the fpohtaneous 
produftion of the earth, moft abfurd and incredi- 
ble. The true origin of man enquired into. He is 
proved to be at firft created by an intelligent, arbi- 
trary caufe ; from the chara6lers and imprefHons of 
contrivance, art, and wifdom, which appear in his 
formation. The wonderful progrcfs or it. The 
figure, fituation, and connexion, of the bones. The 
fyftem of the veins, and that of the arteries. The 
manner of the circulation of the blood defcribed. 
Nutrition how performed. The fyftem of the nerves. 
Of the animal ipirits, how made, and how em- 
ployed in mufcular motion and fenfation. A wife 
intelligent caufe inferred from thefe appearances. 
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'T^HE pagan world, to Canaan's realms unknown. 

Where knowledge reign'd, and light celeftial fhonc. 
Loft by degrees their parent Adam's name. 
Forgot their ftock, and wonder'd whence they came : 
Unguided, in the dark they ftrove to find, 5 

With fruitlefs toil, the fource of human kind. 

The heathen bards, who idle fables drcft, 
lUufive dreams in myftic verfe exprefsM, 
And, foes to natural fcience and divine. 
In beauteous phrafe made impious notions ihine, xo 
In ftrains fublime their different fiflions fung. 
Whence the firft parents of our fpecies fprung. 

Prometheus (fo fome elder poets fay) 
Tempered and form'd a parte of purer clay, 
To which, well mingled with the river's llream, 1 5 
His artful hand gave human (hape »nd frame j 
Then, with warm life his figures to infpire. 
The bold projeftor ftole celeftial fire. 

While others tell us how the human brood 
Qw*d their produ6Hon to the fruitful wood ; 29 

How from the laurel and the a(h they fprung. 
And infants on the oak, like acorns hung : 
The crude conceptions preft the bending trees. 
Till cherifti'd by the fun-beams, by degrees. 
Ripe children dropp'd on all the foil around, 25 

Peopled the woods, and overfpread the ground. 
Great Jupiter (fo fome were pleas'd to fing) 
Of fabled gods the father and the king, 

N The 
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The moving prayer of iEacus did grant, 

And into men and women turn'd the ant; ja 

Some tell, Deucalion and his Pyrrha threw 
Obdurate (loncs, which o'er their fhoulders ffew, 
Then fliifting fhapc received a vital flame, 
And men and women (wondrous change f) became. 
And thus the hard and ftuhborn race of man 35 

From animated rock and flint began. 

Now to the learned fclwols of Greece repair. 
Who Chance the author of the world declare : 
Then judge if wife philofophers excel 
Thofe idle rales, which wanton poets roll. 40 

Thsy fay, at firft to living things the earth 
At her formation gave fpontaneous birth; 
When youthful heat was through the glebe drffus'd. 
Mankind, as well as infefts, (he produced ; 
' That genial womlw by parent Chance were formM 45 
Adapted to the foil, which, after warm'd 
And cherifh'd by the fun's enlivening beam. 
With human offsprings did in embrvo teem j 
Thefe nouiifird tlvere a while imprifon'd lay. 
Then broke tlieir yielding bands, and forc'd tlieir wav; 
The field a crop of reafoning creatures crown'd. 
And crying infants grovel^I on tlie grounds 
A milky ftore was by the mother earth 
Pour'd from her bofom, to fuftain tlic birth; 
la ftrcngth and bulk increas'd, the eanh-bom race 55 
Could move, and walk, and ready change tlicir place^ 
O'er every hill atrd verdant pafturc fl:ray. 
Skip o'er the lawns, and \iy the rivers pky, 

CoulA 
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CouUl cat the tender plah^ and hy degrees 

B^oufc on the Jhriltis, trid crop the budding tfees } S4 

Thfc ffagrAnt fruit from bfendihg branches (Ka^e, 

And whh the cryftal flrfcarti their thirffat pleafu^e tfakc. 

The eatth by thcfe app'Tatided fchools, 'tis (aid. 
This fingTe drop of ftfen and <von?eh bfed ; 
Who grown adult (fo Chance it fefertis ^njoin^cjy 65 
Did male and fcftiale propagate theif kind. 

This wife iiccount Lucrctian fagcs glv6, 
Whence our firft patents their dcfcent derive. 

Severely on this fuhje6t to difpute, 
And tales fo wild, fo fcnfclefs, to confute, 70 

Were with iftglotious labour to difgrace 
The fchools, and reafori'S dignity d6bafc. 
But fince, With tfiis of mart's original, 
The parts i*emaining of ttieir fcheme niufl fall 
(Yet farther to purfue the prefcnt theme), 75 

Behold ho\^' vain philofophers may dream. 

Grant, Epicurus, that by cafiial birth 
Men I'prung fpontantfou* from the fruitful earth. 
When oA' the glebe the naked infants lay, 
Ifow were the helplefs creatures fed ? You fay, So 

The teeming foil did from its bfeaf^s exude 
A foft and milky liquor fof their food 
I will. not aik what this apt humour made, 
Nor by what wondtous Channels 'twas convey'd j 
For, if \«;e fuch ertquifici make, we know S5 

Your (liort reply, It happen'd to l)e fo : 
Without affigning once a proper caufe, 
Oi iolving (lueftioAs by mechanic laws, 

N i to 
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To every doubt your anfwer is tlic fitnc. 

It fo fell out, and fo by chance it came. fo 

How (hall the new-born race their food coionnaad^ 
Who cannot cliange their place, or move a haad? 
"Grant that the glebe beneath will never drink, 
T<^or through its pores let the foft humour {ink ; 
"Will not the fun with his exhaling ray 9^ 

Defraud the babe, and draw his food away? 

Since for fo long a fpace the human birth 
Muft lie expos'd and naked on the earth i 
"Say, could the tender creature, in defpight 
Of heat by day, and chilling dews by night, 100 

In fpite of thunder, winds, and hail, and rain. 
And all inclement air, its life maintain ? 

In vain, you fay, in earth's primaeval flate. 
Soft was the air, and mild the cold and heat ; 
For did not then the night fucceed the day ? 105 

The fun as now roll through its annual way ? 
Th* efFefls then on the air muft be the fame. 
The frofts of winter, and the fummcr's flame. 

In the firft age, you fay, the pregnant ground 
With human kind in embryo did abound, i xo 

And pour'd her offspring on the foil around* 
But tell us, Epicurus, why the field 
Did never iince one human harvcft yield ? 
And why we never fee one ripening birth 
Heave in the glebe, and ftrugglc through the earth > 

You fay, that, when the earth was frefh and young, 
While her prolific energy was flrong, 
A race of men fhe in her bofoim'bred, 
Aad all the fields with infant people fpread : 

But 
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But thi)t firfl birth her flrength did fo exhaufl^ tt^ 
The genial mother fo much vigour loft, 
That, wafted now by age, in vain we hope 
She ihould again bring forth a human crop* 

Mean time, (he *s not with labour fo^ much woniy 
But Ihe can ftill the hills with woods adorn. 1 2:5 

See, from her fertile bofom how (he pours 
Verdant conceptions, and, refTe(h'd with (howers. 
Covers the field with corn, and paints the mead with 
See, her tall fons, the cedar, oak, and pinc^ [flowers* 
The fragrant myrtle, and the juicy vine, 130 

Their parent's undecaying ftrength declare,. 
Which with fre(h labour, and unwearied care,. 
Supplies new plants, her loffcs to repair. 
Then, fince the earth retains her fruitful power 
To procreate plants, the foreft to reftore j 135 

Say, why to nobler animals alone 
Should (he be feeble, and unfruitful grown? 
After one birth (he ceas'd not to be young, 
The glebe was fucaxlent, the mould was ftrong; 
Could (he at once fade in her perfeft bloom, 140 

Wafte all her fpirits, and her wealth confume ? 

Grant that her vigour might in part decreafe. 
From like productions muft (he ever ceafe ? 
To form a race (he might have ftill inclin'd, 
Though of a monftrous, or a dwarfifh, kind. 145 

Why did (he never, by one crude ellay, 
Imperfc£t lines and rudiments difplay ? 
In fome fucceeding ages had been found 
A leg or arm unfini(h'd in the ground; 
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Aqd Comt^J^e,^^ the Selfjs might plo^gUpg (w%iftf ^6f 
Turn up foft bones, ^4^?ft)f unf^ftiqii-,^ vein^,. 

But grant ;h^ earth ,W^* ^Y^ft Q^ ^^r ppwfr. 
And fpent a; orjsfe hfir whplp prolifip (lar« } ; 
WouW ROC fo }qng ^,r<eft ft^W vigpyr gjv^,. 
And all her iirft fertility reviye ? t jj 

Learn, Epic^rys, of jh' e^p^^riWJ.c'd (Vf9*i\i 
\Vheijft€qu^ut .womi4$'hiwje NvorRth' inippvmifli'<lpUiB: 
Lex hm a while the fuirrow not molert, 
P^t le^vp the glche p. heavpnly dews ?iiid r^ft ; 
{f ^hcn he till ^nd fow the h^rrow*^ field* «6» 

\J/ill not the ipjl a plenteous harvufl yi^ld?: 

The fu^n, by you, Lucretju?, is ii(ri^n*4 ' 
The other parent of ^U huRian kind, 
But does he ever lang\ii(h or d^cay ? 
Dpcs he not equal jnfiuQuce difplayi 1I15 

And pierce the plains with the faine ac^ivp r^y ? 
If then the glebe, vvarra'd wjth the fpl^r fl^mf» 
Men once prpduc'd, it flili (hquld do the ftji^e 

You fay, the fun's prolihc beanjs can fprm 
Th' indullrious ant, the gaudy fly, and wpfS) ; 170 
Can make each plant, and tree, the gardener's cs^re, 
BcTide their leaves, their proper infc£ts bear : 
Then might the Heavens, in fomc peculiar fiate, 
Or lucky afpeft, hearts and men create^ 
But late en(juirers by their glalics find, 175 

That every infcc\ of each ditTerent kind, 
}n its own e^i^, cheerd by the folar rays. 
Organs involved and latent life difpla\ s : 
This tv.itU, difcover'd by fagacious art, 
Ppts all Lucrctian arrogance fubverL i3o 
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Pidud wits, your frenzy own, and, overcome 
By reafon's force, be now for ever dumb. 

If, learned Epicurus, we allow 
Our race to earth primaeval being owe. 
How did Ihe male and female fexes frame ? 185 

Say, if from fortune, this diftin61:ion came ? 
Or did the confcious parent then forefce 
By one conception ihe ibou^ barren be, 
And therefore, wifely provident, defign'd 
Prolific pairs to propagate the kind ; r9o 

That, thus preferv'd, the godUke race of man 
Might not expire ere yet it fcarce l)cgan ? 

Since, by thcfe various arguments, 'tis clear 
The teeming mould did not our parents btar f 
By more fevere enquiries let us trace 19- 

The origin and fource of human race. 

1 think, I move, ! therefore know I am ; -^ 

While I have been, I dill have been the fame, > 

Since, from an infant, I a man became. j 

But though I am, few circling years are gone,.. zoo 

Since I in Nature's roll was quite unknown. 
Then, (ince 'tis plain I have not always bcen^ 
I alk, from whence my being could begin ? 
I did not to myfclf exiftcnce give, 
Nor from myfelf the fecrct power receive, 203 I 

By which I reafon, and by whi^h I live. } 

I did not build this frame, nor do f know 
The hidden fprings from whence my motions flow. 

If I had form'd myfelf, 1 had dtfignd 
A ftrongcr body, and a wifer mind, 2 lo 

N 4 From 
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From forrow free, nor liable to pain ; 

My pafTions fhould obey, and reafon reign. 

Nor could my being from my parents flow. 

Who neither did the parts or ftrufture know. 

Did not my mind or body underfland, tt$ 

My fcx determine, nor my Ihapc command : 

Had they deiign'd and rais*d the curious frame, 

InfpirM my branching veins with vital flame, 

Falhion'd the heart, and hollow channels made. 

Through which the circling flreams of life are play'd j 

Had they the organs of my fenfes wrought. 

And form'd the wondrous principle of thought; 

Their artful work they muft have better known, 

Explain'd its fprings, and its contrivance fhown. 

If they could make, they might prefervc me too, 22-5 
Prevent my fears, or diflipate my woe. 
When long in ilcknefs languifhing I lay. 
They with compallion touch'd did mourn and pray ; 
To footh my pain, and mitigate my grief. 
They faid kind thing:, yet brought me no relief. 230- 
But vvhatfotver caufe my being gave. 
The Power that made me can iis creature favc. 

If to myfclf I did not being give. 
Nor from immediate parents did receive; 
It could not from my predeccflbrs flow, 235 

They, than my parents, could not more bcftow. 
Should wc the long depending fcale afcend 
Of fons and fathers, will it never end ? 
If 'twill, then muft we through the order run 
To fomc oj-e man, whofc being ne'er begun : 24* 

If 
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If that one man was fcmpiternal, why 

Did he, iince independent, ever die ? 

If from himfeif his own exiftence came. 

The caufe, that could deftroy his being, name. 

To feck my Maker, thus in vain I trace 245 

The whole fucceflive chain of human race. 
Bewildered I my Author cannot find, 
Till fome Firft Caufe, fome Sclf-cxiftent Mind, 
Who form'd, and rules all Nature, is affign*d. 

When firft the womb did the crude embryo hold. 
What ihap'd the parts ? what did the limbs unfold } 
0*cr the whole work in fecret did prefide, 
Give quickening vigour, and each motion guide ? 
What kindled in the dark the vital flame. 
And, erethc heart was form'd, puih*d on the reddening 
Then for the heart the apteft fibres flrung ? [ftream? 
And in the breaft th* impulfive engine hung > 
Say, what the various bones fo wifely wrought ? 
How was their frame to fuch perfcftion brought ? 
What did their figures for their ufes fit, 260^ 

Their number fix, and joints adapted knit r 
And made them all in that juft order ftand, 
W^hich motion, ftrength, and ornament, demand } 
What for the finews fpun fo ftrong a thread, 
The curious loom to weave the mufcles fpread? 265 
Did the nice ftrings of tendfed membranes drill. 
And perforate the nerve with fa much flcill, 
Then with the a£kive ftream the dark receflcs fill ? 
Tlie purple mazes of the veins difplay'd. 
And all th' arterial pipes in order laid, . 270 

What 
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What gave the bo)!M»diag current t9 th^ Uood^ 
And to and fro convf y'4 the reftUfj fl^qd } 

The living fa^ick fiqw in pieces (afcf^ 
Of every pan due obfc^vation make ; , 
All which Aich art diftover, fo coadnfle 275 

To beauty, vigour, and each deftiuM ufe ; 
The Atheift, if to fcprch for truth incji^'d, "] 

May in hrmfejf his full convi£lioii find,' f 

And from hi? body teach hi $ erring miftd. -^ 

"When the crude embryo careful Natwf breeds, aSo 
See how the works, and i\ow her work proceeds 1 
While through the mafs her energy ibf dam^ 
To fre« and fwell th^ complicated psu:ts» 
Which only does unravel and untwtft 
T'h' invelop'd limbs, that previous tl)«¥« exift. ^85 

And as each viul fpcck, in wliich r^mi»ip» ^ 

Th* entir«, but rumpled animal, contains I 

Organs perplext, and clues of twining veins { J 

So every foetus bears a fecret hoard, 
With fleeping, unexpandcd iffue (lor'd ; 290 

Which numerous, but unquicken'd progeny, 
Clafp*d and inwrap'd within each other lie r 
Engendering heats thefe one by one unbind. 
Stretch their fmall tubes, and hampered iK:tves unwind : 
And thus, when time (hall drain each magafziae 495 
Crowded with m^n unborn, unriv>e^ unfccn, 
Kor yet of parts unfolded ; no increaic 
Can follow, all prolific power muft ceaie. 

Th' elaflic fpirits, which remain at reft 
In die (Irait lodgings of the braia compreft, 3«o 

While 
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Cheer'd and awrtfo'd* foft tl)€q:iri?ly^p jiiUcPs 

Then quickened wd ^ifpapd^d isvpfy way 

The genial l^bQVH^rs vi\ tlierr fprp? difpl^y r 

They now b^gij^i tp w^rk th^ WPfldrqus fruine, iPf 

To fhape .tJis pap?p, god rijff the yit^ flame $ 

For when th' expfJodfKl f?bre« of thp l?r>in 

Their a£tive gqf As pq Ipng? r caj? r^ftr^in. 

They backward fpripg, whicb duQ «flrort CQtpp«U 

The labouring ft>irits to forf^k? th^ir c^lls } 3 if 

The fpirits, thus exploded frpm their feat, . 

Swift from the head tp the ne^t parrs r^ffe^t* 

Force their admiilion, and their pafi'age be^t } 

Their tours ajround th' unopenM mafs thoy tsii,^ 

And by a thoufjind ways their inroads ipakf^ " l^$ 

Till there rdiftcd they their raqe inflc^, 

And backward to their fource their w^y dire^ 

Thus with a fteady and alternate toil 

They iflue frond, and to the licad recoil ; 

By which their plaftic funftion they difeharge^ 31^ 

Extend their channels, and their tracks enlarge | . 

For, by the fwift excurfions which |li<:y make. 

Still Tallying from the brain, and leaping bgqk^ 

They pierce the nervous fibre, bore the yeip. 

And llretch th' arterial channels, which coo^aiii 343 

The various dreams of life, that to and fro 

Through dark meanders undire6led fipw; 

Th' infpefted egg this gradual change betrs^s^j 

To which the brooding hen expanding heat CQnY^«. 

The beating heart, demanded 'firft for ufe, ^1% 

Is the fird mufcle nature does produce : 

« By 



} 



iU BLACKMORE'S fOfiMS. 

By this impnliive engine's condant aid 
The tepid floods are every way convcy'd ; 
And did not Nature's care at firft provide 
The aftive heart, to pulh the circling tide. 
All progrcfs to her work would be denied. 

The falient point, fo firft is call'd the heart, 
Shap'd and fufpended with amazing art. 
By turns dilated, and by turns compreft. 
Expels and entertains the purple gueft : 340 

It fends from out its left contrafted fide 
Into tV arterial tube its vital pride ; 
Which tube, prolonged but little from its fource. 
Parts its wide trunk, and takes a double courfe. 

One channel to the head its way dircfts, 345 

One to th* inferior limbs its path infle6^$ : 
Both fmaller by degrees, and fmaller grow, 

And on the parts, through which they branching go, 

A thoufand fecret, fubtle pipes beftow ; 

From which by numerous convolutions wound, 350 

Wrapt with th' attending nerve, and twilled round, 

The complicated knots and kernels rife. 

Of various figures, and of various fize. 

Th* arterial dufts, when thus involv'J, produce 

Unnumber*d glands, and of important ufe; 355 

But after, as they farther progrefs make. 

The appellation of a vein they take ; 

For though th* arterial pipes themftlves extend 

In fmalleft branches, yet they never end j 

The fame continued circling channels run 360 

Back to the heart, where firft their courfe begun. 

The 
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The heart, as faid, from its contra£Uve cave 
On the left fide^ eje^s the boundUig wave ; 
Exploded thus, as fplitting channels lead. 
Upward it fprings, or downward is convey'd j 365 

The crimfon jets with force elaftic thrown 
Afcend, and climb the mind*s imperial throne ; 
Arterial dreams through the foft brain difFufe, 
And water all its fields with vital dews : 
From this overflowing tide the curious brain 370 

Does through its pores the purer fpirits (brain ; 
Which to its inmod feats their pallage make. 
Whence their dark rife th' extended (inews take ; 
With all their mouths the nerves thefe fpirits drink, 
Which through the cells of the fine flrainer fink j 375 
Thefe all the channePd fibres every way 
For motion and fenfation flill convey. 
The greateft portion of th' arterial blood. 
By the clofc flru6ture of the parts withftood, 
Whofe narrow mefties flop the grolTer flood, 380 
By apt canals and furrows in the brain. 
Which here difcharge the office of a vein. 
Invert their current, and the heart regain. 

The ihooting flreams, which through another road 
The beating engine downward did explode, 385 

To all th* inferior parts defcend, and lave 
The members with their circulating wave : 
To make th' arterial treafure move as flow. 
As nature's ends demand, the channels grow 
Still more contracted, as they farther go : 390 

Befides, the glands, which o'er the body fpread 
Fine complicated clues of nervous thread, 

a Involv'd 
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Involved arid tttriftid whfi th* AtteiiiX tftfft. 

The rapid raoddH of tfte !>TOo<I 6bftH>A : 

Thefe labyrintlis ttie circtihg curreitt" fta^ ^^j 

l^of noble encfs, which after wc difpUy. 

Soon as the bTood has pafl tlie w4ridihg w'aj's. 
And various turnings 6^ the Wi>ndf6u"S rAiih, 
Trom the criWrigled knot ot VefTefts fr6td, 
It runs its vital rate witti gffcatcr fpeied ; 400 

And from the parts ind memBcrs ffioft' fcnioTe \ 

By thefe eahats tlie ftreafhs ir6 bjICkwafd brooghf, > 
Which are of tliinner CoftrS irid fdv^'cf- fibres \S/r6t^ti J 
Till all the confluent rills their curreft't join', 
And ifl the ample Porta van combine. ^^5 

TThrs lafgdT channel by a thoufand fo'Jttfs 
Enters the liver, arid its rtdrtf trnlOdds ; 
Which from that ftote by proper iirfets ftfartn's 
The yellow dregs, and fertcJs thertt by fhc vdfrs I 

T?o the large cifllerrt, which the gall cOfitainff ; J 

T^hen to the' ^etn, we Cava nanrre, the blood 
Calls in the fcattdr'cf ftreartis, and rc-coUefts the flfood. 

As when the Thames advances tlYrotrgh tlkf piain, 
With his frefti' Waters to dilute the miitr 5 
, He turns and winds amtdft the ftewery mcach, 41 $ 

And now contrafts, and now Itis waters fpteskh: ; 
Here in a courft dire6t he forwird tends. 
There to his head his waves retorted bends : 
Srfc, now the fpoptive flood in two diviites 
His filver triifty now vfrith uh-iting tide^ 4:0 

He wanton clafps the irtfcrcepted foil, 
And forms vmh errmg ftreartis the retfdy Hie ; 
At length coUeflSng- all Hrs* i^tttfy bafnd, 
ii^ltf dCe^n to augment he leavts the land. 

So 
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So the red Cttrwnti m thetr fttttt tha«e 41^ 

In various roaads through 4irtk mtzndtn psifs. 
Till all, aifembied in the CafV« ^«in, 
Briag to the heart's right ^e tlieif criiftfon traid, 
Whicli now cornpreft with forct claftic drives 
The flood, that through the fecrcc poiles drives ; 43 » 
The road that to the lungs this ftore tranfmits 
Into unnumhcr'd nirrow channels fplits ; 
The venal blood crowds through the winding wayd^ 
And through the tul)es tho broken tide conveys ; 
Thofe numerous ftreamv, their roCy l)e«£Ky gone, 43^ 
i'oor by cxpencc, and faint with laboor gremvn, • 
Are in the lungs enrich'd, whicl^ feinfjMre 
The languid lic^uors, and rei^ove their fire. 
The large arterial dii£^s that thjiher lead, 
By which the Hood i« from ilv& liearc Cofivey'd, 440!^ 
Through eith&« iobe ten thoufanii hrancliee fpreHtl. J 
Here its bright ftream the hounding cuttew parts. 
And through die variout patftts fwittly d^rts, 
Each fubtlc pipe, c^eh wincing channel) tills 
Witli fprightiy lirpiof^, and with purple riilsj 445 

The pipe, diftinguifii'd by its giittiy niv^^^ 
To cheriA life aeviad pail^ure brfng». 
Which the foft brtotthiog lungs mih g0»tle force 
Conflant embrace by turns, by turns divorce ; 
Tl\e fpringy air this- tiitroos ^Md kfrpcl'b 450 ^ 

Through all the fpwugy panv and^ bkdd^e^ 'd eells, L 
And with dilaciag lDiieatit.i:he( ^iul bellows fwelh ; J 
Th' admitted mtre a9itaCBt.the: floods 
Revive* its fior^ MUi sekftoMnt^ fibo Uoc»d. 

Beholds 
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Behold, the flreams now change their languid blue. 

Regain their glory, and their dame renew ; 

With fcarlet honours re-adorn'd, the tide 

Leaps on, and, bright with more than Tyriao pride. 

Advances to the heart, and fills the cave 

On the left iide, which the firfl motion gave ; 460 

Now. through the fame involved arterial ways. 

Again th' exploded jets th' impulfive engine plays. 

No Tons of wifdom could this current trace. 
Or of th' Ionic, or Italic race : 

From thee, Democritus, it lay concealed, 465 

*3t^hough yielding nature much to thee revealM j 
Though with the curious knife thou didft invade 
Her dark receffes, and haft oft' difplay'd 
The crirofon mazes, and the hollow road, 
"Vf hich to the heart conveys the refluent blood* 470 
It was to tlice, great Stagyrite, unknown. 
And thy Preceptor of divine renown. 
Learning did ne*cr this fccret truth impart 
To the Greek matters of the healing art. 
*Twa8 by tlie Coan*s piercing eye unview'd, 475 

And did attentive Galen's fearch elude. 

Thou, wondrous Harvey ! whofe immortal fame. 
By thee inftrufted, grateful fchools proclaim 5 
Thou, Albion's pride, didft firft the winding way. 
And circling life's dark labyrinth difplay s 489 

Attentive from the heart thou didft purfue 
The ftarting flood, and keep it ftill in view ; 
Till thou with rapture faw*ft the channels bring 
The purple currents back, and form the Tital ring. 

See, 
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See, how the human animal is fed, 4^$ 

How nouri(hment is wrought, and how convey'd: 
The mouth, with proper faculties endued^ 
Fird entertains, and then divides tlie food ; 
Two adverfe rows of teeth tlie meat prepare, 
On which tlte glands fermenting juice confer ; ^90 ' 
Mature has various tender mufcies plac'd, 
By which the artful gullet is embrac'd ; 
Some the long funnel's curious mouth extend 
Through which ingcfted meats witli eafe defcend ; 
Other confederate pairs for nature's ufe 49 ( 

Contra£^ the fibres, and the twitch produce, 
Which gently pu flies on tlie grateful food 
To the wide ilomach, by its hollow road ; 
Tliat this long road may unobftru6lcd go. 
As it defcends, it bores the midriff through | 500 

The large receiver for concoftion made 
Behold amidfl the warmell bowels laid ; 
Tiie fpleen to this, and to the adverfe fide 
The glowing liver's comfprt is apply'd 5 
Beneath, tlie pancreas has its proper fear, J05 

To cheer its neighbour, and augment its heat ; 
More to alTift it for its deftin'd ufe. 
This ample bag is llor'd with adlive juice. 
Which can with eafe fubdue, with eafe unbind. 
Admitted meats of every different kind; 510 . 

This powerful ferment, mingling with the parts^ 
The leaven'd mafs to milky chyle converts j 
The llomach's fibres this conco6tcd food, 
By their contradion's gentle force, exclude, 

O Whicli 
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Which by the mouth on the right fide defcends 515 
Through the wide pafs, which from that motith depends; 
In its progrcffion foon the labour'd chyle 
Receives the confluent rills of bitter bile, 
Which by the Kver fever'd from the blood, ") 

Afid^ftriving through the gall-pipe, here unload 510 f 
Their yellow ftreams, more to refine the flood 1 J 

The complicated glands, in various ranks 
BJfposM along the neighbouring channel's banks. 
By conflant weeping mix their watery ftore 
With the chyle*s current, and dilute k more $ eie 

Th* intefline roads, inflefted and inclin'd. 
In various convolutions turn and wind. 
That thefe meanders may the progrefs ftay. 
And the defcending chyle by this delay I 

May througii die milky vtflels find its way, 530J 
Whofe little mouths ih the large channel's fide 
Suck-in the flood, and drink the cheering-ttde ; 
Thefe numerous veins (fuch is the curious fraae f) 
Receive the pure infinuating ftream ; 
But no corrupt or dreggy parts admit, 53^ 

To form the blood, or feed the limbs unfit, 
Th' inteftine fpiral fibres thefe protrude. 
And from the 'winding tubes at length exclude. 
Obferve, thefe fmall canals confpire to make 
With all their treafure one capacious lake, 540 

Whofe common receptacle entertains 
Th* united (Ireams of all the la61eal veins* 
Hither the rills of water are convey 'd 
In curious aqu3edu£ts by nature laid^ 

To 
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To carry all the limpid humour ftrainM, 545 

And from the blood divided by the gland ; 
Which mingling currents with the milky juice 
Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for ufc j 
Thefe liquors, which the wide receiver fill, 
Prepar'd with labour, and refin'd with fldll, 55« 

Another courfe to diftant parts begin, 
Through roads that ftretch along the back within } 
This ufeful channel, lately known, afcends. 
And in the vein near the left (boulder ends, 
Which there unloads it& wealth, that with the blood 
Now flows in one incorporated flood ; 
Soon by the vein 'tis tp the heart convey'd. 
And is by that elaftic engine play'd 
Into the lungs, whence, as defcrib'd before. 
It onward fprings, and m^es the wondrous tour. 560 

Now all the banks the branching river laves 
With dancing ftreams, and animated waves $ 
New florid honours and gay youth beflowsy 
Diffuiing vital vigour, where it flows ; 
Supplies frefh fpirits to the living frame, 565 

And kindles in the eyes a brighter flame 5 
Mufcles impaired receive new fibrous thread. 
And every bone is with rich marrow fed ; 
Nature revives, cheerM with the wealthy tide. 
And life regal'd difplays its purple pride. 574 

But how the wondrous diftribution 's madcy 
How to each part its proper food conveyed; 
How fibrous firings for nourifhment arc wrought^ 
By what conveyance to the mufcles brought; 

O z Hon 
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How rang'd for motion, how for beauty mix'd ; 575 

With vital cement how th* extremes are fix'd ; 

IIow they agree in various ways to join 

In a tranfverfe, a ftraight, and crooked line ; 

Here loft in wonder we adoringiland, _ 

With rapture own the wife Direftor's hand, 580 \ 

Who Nature made, and doe^ her works command. J 

Let us however the theme as*far purfue, 
As learn'd obfervers know, or think they do. 

Mixt with the blood in the fame circli bg tidc^ 
The rills nutritious through the vefTcls, glide : 585 

Thofe .pipes, ftill leffening as they further pafs, 
Retard the progrefs of the flowing mafs. 
The glands, that Nature o'er the body fpreads. 
All artful knots of various hollow threads, 
Which -lymphsedufts, an artery, nerve, and vein, 593 
Involv'd and clofe together wound, contain. 
Make yet tlie motion of il^ ftrcams more flow. 
Which through thofe mazes intricate muft flow j 
And hence it comes the interrupted blood 
Diflends its channels witli its fwellirg flood ; ^^r 

Thofe channels, turgid with th* obftru£led tide, 
Stretch tlielrfmall holes, and make their meihes wide. 
By Ikillful Nature pierc*d on every fide. 
Meantime, ^be labaur'd chyle pervades the pores 
in «ll th* arterial perforated (hores ; 6oo 

The liquid food, which through thofe paflfes drives. 
To every part juft reparation gives ; 
Througli holes uf various figures various Juice 
Infmuatei, to Xbrve for Nature's ufe« 

Sec 
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Sec, fofter fibres to the flefh are fent, 6«5 

While the thin membrane finer firings augment : 

Tlie tough and ftrong are on the finews laid,. 

And to the bones tlic harder are convey'dj. 

But what the mafs nutritious does drnde. 

To different parts the different portions guide, 6i# 

What makes them aptly to the limbs adhere, 

In youth augment them, and in age repair, I 

Tlie decpeft fearch could never yet declare. J 

Nor lefs contrivance, nor lefs curious art. 
Surprize and pleafe in every other part. 615 

See, how tlic nerves, with equal wifdom made,. 
Arifing from ilic tender brain, pervade 
And fecrct pafs in pairs tlie clianncl'd bone, 
And thence advance through paths and roads unknown; 
Form'd of the fined complicated thread, G20 

Thefe numerous cords are through the body fpread ; 
A thoufand l)ranches from each trunk they fend. 
Some to the limbs, fome to the bowels tend ,- 
Some in ftrait lines, fome in tranfverfe,, arc found. 
One forms a crooked figure, one a round ; 62.5. 

The entrailb tht:fe embrace in fpiral firings, 
Thofc clafp th' arterial tubes in tender rings ; 
The tendons fome compacted ciofe produce,. 
And fome thin fibres for the fkin difFufe.. 

Thefe fubtle channels (fuch is. every nerve !) 6 jO 
For viial fundlions, fenfe, and motion fcrve j 
Included fpirits through their fecrct road 
Pafs to and fro, as through the veins the blood ; 
Some to the heart advancing take their way, 
Which mo\'e and make the beating mufcle play j 635 
O 3 Pare 
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Part to the fplecn, part to the liver, flows, 

Thcfc to the lungs, and to the ftomach thofc ; 

They help to labour and concoft the food. 

Refine the chyle, and animate the blood ; 

Exalt the ferments, and the flrainers aid, 6^ 

That, by a conflant feparation made. 

They may a due oeconomy maintain. 

Exclude the noxious parts, the good retain. 

Yet we thefe wondrous fun6lions ne'er perceive, 
Funftions, by which we move, by which wc live j 645 
Unconfcious we thefe motions never heed. 
Whether they err, or by juft laws proceed. 

But other fpirits, govern'd by the will, 
Shoot through their tracks, and diftant mufcles fill : 
This Sovereign by his arbitrary nod 650 

Retrains, or fends his minifters abroad j 
Swift and obedient to his high command. 
They ftir a finger, or they lift a hand ; 
They tune our voices, or they move our eyes ; 
By thefe we walk, or from the ground arife; 655 

By thefe we turn, by thefe the body bend ; 
Contraft a limb at pleafure, or extend : 
And though thefe fpirits, whichtobfequious go. 
Know not the paths through which they ready flow, 
Nor can our mind inftru£t them iu their way, 660 

Of all their roads as ignorant as they ; 
Yet feldom erring they attain their end. 
And reach that fingle part, which we intend ; 
XJnguided they a juft diftinftion make. 
This mufcle fwell, and leave the other flack 1 665 

« And 
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And when their force this limb or that infle^s, 
Our will the meafure of that force direflks $ 
The fpirits which diftend them, as we pleafc. 
Exert their power, or from their duty ceafe. 

Thefe out-guards of the mind are fent abroad^ (170 
And ftill patrolling beat the neighbouring road ; 
Or to the parts remote obedient fly. 
Keep ports advanc'd, and on the frontier lie. 
The watchful ccntinels at every gate. 
At every paflage to the fenfes wait ; 675 

Still travel to and fro the nervous way. 
And their imprelTioni to the brain convey, ^ 
Where their report the vital envoys make. 
And with new orders are remanded back 5 
Quick, as a darted beam of light, they go, 68a 

Through dilFerent paths to different organs flow, 
Whence they refleft as fwiftly to the brain. 
To give it pleafure, or to give it pain. 

Thus has the Mufc a daring wing difplay*d, 
Through tracklefs Ikies ambitious flight eflay'd, 685 
To fmg the wonders of the human frame ; 
But, oh ! bewails her weak, unequal flame. 
Ye Ikilful mafbers of Machaon's race. 
Who Nature's mazy intricacies trace, 
And to fublimer fpheres of knowledge rife 690 

By manag*d fire, and late-invented eyes ; 
Tell, how your fearch has here eluded been. 
How oft* amaz'd and ravifli'd you have feen 
The conduft, prudence, and ftupcndous art, 
And m^er-flrokes ia each mechanic part. 695 

O 4 Tell, 
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Tell, what delightful myftcrics remain 
Unfung, which my inferior voice difdain. 
Who can this field of miracles furvey. 
And not ^^^th Galen all in rapture fay. 
Behold a God, adore hira, and obey \ 700 - 
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CREATION. 
BOOK VII. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

THE Introduftion, in imitation of King SolomonV 
ironical conceffions to the Libertinl. The Creator 
afTerted, from the contemplation of animals. Of their 
fcnfe of hearing,, tafting, fmelling, and efpecially of 
feeing. Of the nobler operations of animals, com- 
monly called inftinfts. The Creator demonflrated 
farther, from the contemplation of human under* 
flanding, and the perfe£tions of the mind. The vi- 
gour and fwiftnels of Thought. Simple percep- 
tion. Reflexion. Of the mind's power of ab« 
ilra£ting, uniting, and feparating ideas. Of the 
faculty of reafoning, or deducing one propofitioa 
from two others. The power of human underftand- 
ing, in inventing ikillful works, and in other in- 
flances. The mind's felf-determining power, or 
freedom of choice. Her power of eleSing an end, 
and chuiing means to attain that end. Of control- 
ing our appetites, jejefting pleafures, and chufing 
pain, want, and death itfelf, in hopes of happine^ 
in a diflant unknown ftate of life. The Concluii- 
on, being a fhort recapitulation of the whole -, with 
a Hymn to the Creator of the World. 

WHILE 
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WHILE rqfy Youth Its pcrfe£t bloom maintains, 
Thoughtkfs- of age, and ignorant of pains ; 
While from the heart rich ftreams with vigour fpring, 
Bound through their'coads, And dance their vital ring; 
And fpirits, fwift as fun-beams through the flues, 5 
Dart through thy nerves, and fparkle in thy eyes ; 
While Nature with full ftrength thy finews arms, 
.<jJows in thy clie^ks, and triujpphs.ipbcr GjUs|niiS| 
indulge thy inlKn^^s, and intc;nt Qneaib 
With ravifliing delight thy fenfes pleaie. i« 

Since no black clouds di&onour uqw t}:e fky, 
^O winds, \>\xt bal^ny genial zephyrs, fly, 
•E^ger fimhJUfk, ^nd to ^hM^iviting ^aje 
Thy -pendants loofe, and fpcead xhyfiUcen fail; 
Spoxinve advance on pleafure*s wanton tide 15 

l^iirppg^ flowery fcpnes, difii^s^d on either .fide. 
i^ hpw xhfi bours their painted, >vipgs difpUy, 
- And draw, like hamefs*d dov.es, the iiniling day ! 
Shall this glad fpring, \yhcn a^ive ferments cliotb, 
Thefe months, the faireft progeny of tinje, 2# 

The brighteft j^zm yi ^U 4u^f ion's trajn, 
Aik thee to feize thy blifs, and aik in yam ? 
To their prevailing fmiles thy heart reiWn, 
And wifely make the prqffer'd bleflings thiqc. 

Near fome fair river, on reclining 1^, 15 

Midfl groves and fountains let thy palace fland ; 
Let Parian walls unrival'd pomp difplay. 
And gilded towers repel augmented day ; 

Let 



CREATION. Book VII. te$ 

I.ct porphyry pillars in high rows uphold 
The azure roof enrich'd with veins of gold j £o 

And the fair creatures of the fculptor's art 
Part grace thy palace, and thy garden part ; 
Here let the fcentful fpoils of opening flowers 
Breathe from thy citron walks, and jafmine bowers ; 
Hefperian bloflbms in thy bofom fraell ; 3^ 

Let all Arabia in thy garments dwell. 

That coftly banquets and delicious feafts 
May crown thy tahle, to regale thy guefls, 
Ranfack the hills, and every park and wood^ 
The lake unpeople, and defpoil the flood ; 4^ 

Procure each fcather'd luxury, that beats 
Its native air, or from its clime retreats. 
And by alternate tranfmigration flies 
O'er interpofing fcas, and changes ikies ; 
Let artful cooks to raife their relifli ftrive, ^ 

With all the fpicy taftes the Indies give. 

While wreaths of rofes round thy temples twine. 
Enjoy the fparkling blellings of the vine ; 
Let the warm neftar all thy veins infpire. 
Solace thy heart, and raife the vital fire. ^o 

Next let the charms of heavenly mufic cheer 
Thy foul with rapture lidening in thy ear ; 
Let tuneful chiefs exert their Ikill, to (how 
What artful joys from manag'd found can flow; 
Now hear the melting voice and trembling firing ; 55 
Let Pepuch touch the lyre, and Margarita ling. 

While wanton ferments fwell thy glowing veins, 
To the warm paflion give the llackenM reins; 

Thy 
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Thy gazing eyes with blooming beauty fcafl. 
Receive its dart, and hug it in thy breaft ; . 4« 

From fair to fair with gay inconftancc rove, 
Tafte every fwcct, and cloy thy foul with love. 

But midft thy boundlefs joys, unbridled youth,, 
Remember ftill this fad, but certain truth. 
That thou at laft feverely muft account ; 65 

To what will thy congefted guilt amount ! 

Allow a God j he muft our deeds regard ; 
A righteous Judge muft punifli and reward r 
Yet that he. rears no high tribunal here. 
Impartial juftice to difpenfe, is clear. 7* 

His fword unpunifli'd criminals defy. 
Nor by his thunder does tlic tyrant die ; 
While Heaven's adorers, preft with want and pain, 
Their unrewarded innocence maintain. 
See his right hand he unextended keeps, 75 

Though long provok'd, th' una£live vengeance flecps* 

Hence w^a world fucceeding this infer. 
Where he his juftice will alTert j prepare 
To ftand arraigned before his awful bar* 
Where wilt thou hide thy ignominious head ? 80 

Shuddering with horror, what haft thou to plead ? 
Defpairing wretch I he '11 frown thee from his throne,. 
And by his wrath will make his being known. 

Yet more Religion's empire to fupport. 
To pu(h the foe, and make our laft effort j 85 

Let beings with attention be revicw'd. 
Which, not alone with vital power endudd. 
Can move themfelves, can organized perceive 
The various ilfokcs, which various objcfts give. 

By 
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By laws mechanic can Lucretius tell 99 

How living creatures fee, or hear, or fmell? 

How is the image to the fenfe convey'd ? 

On the tun'd organ how the impuHe made? 

How, and by which more noble parr, the brain 

Perceives th* idea, can their fchools explain ? f 5 

'Tis clear, in that fuperior feat alone 

The judge of obje£ls lias her fecret throne j 

Since, a limb fevcr'd by the wounding Heel, 

We flJU may pain, as in that member, feel. 

Mark how the fpirits watchful in the car tc% 

Seize undulating founds, and catch the vocal air. 
Obferve how others, that the tongue pofTefs, 
Which falts of various (hape and Cze imprcfs. 
From their 'afre6led fibres upward dart, 
And different taftes by diflFerent ftrokes impart. 105 
Remaik, how thofe, which in the noftril dwell. 
That artful OFgan deftin'd for the fmell. 
By vapours movVl, their pallage upward take. 
And fcents unpleafant or delightful make. 

df in the tongue, the nollril, ^nd the ear, tig 

No fkill, no wifdom, no defign, appear ; 
Lucretians, next, regard the curious eye j 
Can you no art, no prudence, there defcry ? 
By your meciianic principles, in vain 
The^fenfe of iight you labour to explain. 1 15 

You fay, from all the objects of the eye 
Thin coloured ihapes uninterrupted fly. 
As wandering ghoils .(fo ancient poets feignj 
6kim through the air, and fweep th' infernal plain ; 

S« 
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^p thcfe light figures roam by day and night, iit 

But undifcover'd till betray 'd by light. 

But can corporeal forms with fo much cafe 
Meet in their flight a thoufand images. 
And yet no confli6t, no collifive force. 
Break their thin texture, and difturb tlieir courfe? 125 
tVhat fix*d their partSj and made them fo cohere;. 
That they the pifture of the objeft wear ? 
What is the ih^pe, that from a body flies ? 
What moves, what propagates, what multiplies, 
^nd paints one image in a thoufand eyes } 
When to the ey« the crowding figures pafs, 
How in a point can all pofTefs a place, 
And lie diftinguifli'd in fuch narrow fpacc ? 
Since all perception in the brain is made, 
(Though where and how was never yet difplay'd) 135 
And iince fo great a didance lies between 
The eye-ball, and the feat of fenfe within ; 
While in thfe eye th- arrefl:ed objeft (lays. 
Tell, what th* idea to the brain conveys ? 

You fay, the fpirits in the optick nenre^ 140 

Mov'd by the intercepted image, fervc 
To bear th' impreifion to thb brain, and give 
The (Iroke, by which the objeft we perceive. 

How does the brain, touch d with a different ilroke, ^ 
The whale didinguifli from the marble rock? 145 i 
Pronounce this tree a cedar, that an oak f J 

Can fpirits weak or fbxmger blows exprefs^ 
One body greater, and anodier lefs ? 

How 
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How do they make us fpace and didance knbw ^ 

At once di(lin£i a thoufand objc£^r> (how ? 159 

LucretianSy now proceed j cohtetnplate all _... 

The nobler aftions of the animal, r 

Which inftind fome, fome lower reafon, call. J 

Say, what contexture did by chahce arrive, 
Which to brute creatures did that ihftinft give ttj 
Whence they at fight difcem and dread their foe. 
Their food diflinguiih, an^ their phyfic know ? 
By which the lion learns to hunt his prey. 
And the weak herd to fear and Ay away ? 
The birds contrive inimitable ne(\s } tliV 

And dens are haunted by the foreft beads ? 
Whence fome in fubterranean dwellings hrde, 
Thcfc in the rocks, and thofe in woods abide? 
Whence tin^rous beads, through hills and lawns pur* 
By artful (hifts the ravening foe elude? [fued, 165. 

What various wonders may obfervcrs fee 
In a fmall infe£l, the fagacious bee ! 
Mark, how the little untapght builders fquare 
Their rooms, and in the dark their lodgings rear ? 
Nature's mechanics, they unwearied drive, 179 

And fill with curious labyrinths the hive. 
See, what bright drokes of architefhire Ihine 
Through th^ whole frame, what beauty, what defijgn ! 
Each odoriferous cell, and waxen tower, 
The yellow pillage of the rifled flower, 17^ 

Has twice three fides, the only figure fit 
To which the labourers may their dores commit 
Without the lofs of matter, or of room. 
In all the wondrous fbru^re of the comv 

Next 
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Next view, fpeftator, with admiring eyes, i$# 

In what juft order all th* apartments rife ! ' . 

So. regular their equal fides cohere, 

Th* adapted angles fo each other bear, 

TTiat, by mechanic rules refin'd and bold. 

They are at once upheld, at once uphold. 1I5 

Does not this Ikill ev'n vie with reafon's reach ? 

Can ^jbx^d more, can more Palladio, teach ? 

Each verdant hill th' induftrious chemifts climb, 

Extraft the riches of the blooming thyme, 

And, provident of winter long before, 19a 

TThey (lock their caves, and hoard their flowery ftore j 

In peace they rule their ftate with prudent care. 

Wifely defend, or wage offenfive war, 

Maro, thefe wonders offer'd to his thought, 

Felt his known Srdour, and the rapture caught: 195 

Then rais'd his voice, and in immortal lays 

Did high as Hetven the infeft nation raife. 

If, Epicurus, this whole artful frame 
Does not a wife Creator's hand proclaim, 
To view the intellectual world advance ; ^09 

Is this the creature too of Fate or Chance • 
Turn on irfelf thy godlike reafon's ray, 
Thy mind contemplate, and its power funrcy. 

Wliat high perfections grace the human mind^ 
In flefli imprifon!d, and to earth confin'd I 005 

Whit vigour has flie ! what a piercing fight ! 
Strong as the winds, and fprightly as the light 1 ^ 
She moves UQweary'^, as the adtive fire. 
And, Ukc the flame, her flights to Heav^a' afpirc j 

By 
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By day h<!r thoughts in ncver-ceafing ilrcams fti« 

Flow clear ; by night they drive in troubled dreams, 
f he draws ten thoufand landfcapes in the brain, 
X)rcires of airy forms an endlefs train, 
Which all her intcllc£lual fcenes prepare. 
Enter by turns the ftage, and difappcar. |i$ 

To the remoter regions of the (ky 
Her fwifc-wing'd thought can in a moment fly; 
Climb to the heights of Heaven, to be employ 'id 
In viewing thence th' interminable void; 
Cjin look beyond the dream of time, to fee it» 

The ftagMpt ocean of eternity. 
Thoughts in an inftant through the zoiUack run, 
A yearns loog journey for die labouring fun; 
Tl\cn down they Ihoot, as fwift as darting light, 
Nor can opppfrng plouds, retard their flight j 215 

Through fubterranean vaults witli eafe they fweep. 
And fearch tl;ie hidden wonders of the deep. 
When man with reafon.djgnify'd is born. 
No images his naked mind adorn ; 
No fciences or arts enrich Vi% brain, %^9 

Nor Fancy yet difplays her pi6kur'd train : 
^e no innate ideas can difcerji. 
Of knowledge deftitute, .though apt to learn. 
Our intelledual, like thfe boicly's, eye, 
Whilft in the womb, no objeft can defcry; 2^5 

Yet is difposM to entertain the light, , 

^nd judge of things when ofter'd to tlie fight. . 

When objefts through the fenfes ^^aflfage gain, 
And fill witli various imagery the brain, 

P Til* 
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' T^h* ideas, which the mind docs thence perceive. 
To think and know the firfl: occafion give. 
Did (he not ufe the fenfes' mini dry, 
Nor ever tafte, or fmell, or hear, or fee, 
Could (he poflTeft of power perceptive be ? 
Wretches, who fightlcfs into being came, 245 

Of light or colour no idea frame. 
Then grant a man his being did commence, 
Deny*d by Nature each external fenfe, 
Thefe ports unopen*d, diffident we guefs, 
Th* unconfcious foul no image could polfefs j 250 

Though what in fuch a (late the reftlefs train 
Of fpirits would produce, we a(k in vain. 
The mind proceeds, and to reflexion goes. 
Perceives (he does perceive, and knows (he knows; 
Reviews her afts^ and docs from thence conclude 
She is with reafon and wkh choice endued. 

From individuals of diflingui(h'd kind, 
Bv her abftradling faculty, the mind 
Precifely general natures can conceive, 
And birth to notions univcrfal givcj 260 

The various" modes of things diftin6i:ly (hows, ^ 

A pure refpect, a nice relation knows, i 

And fees whence each refpedl and each relation flows> J 
By her abftrafting power in pieces takes 
llie mix'd bnd compound whole, which Nature makes; 
On obje61:s of the fenfes (he refines. 
Beings by Nature fepa)ated joins, 
And fevers qualities, which that combines, 

Tiic 
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The mind, from things repugnant, fome refpe^ 

hi which their natures are alike relc6ls, .»70 

And can fome difference and unlikenefs fee 

In things which fecm entirely to agree': 

She does diAinguifti here, and there unite; 

The mark of judgement that, and this of wit. 

As ihe can rec'kon, feparatc, and compare, 275 -^ 
Conceive what order, rule, proportion, are, > 

So from one thought flie ftill can more infer j J 

Maxim from maxim can hy force ejtprefs. 
And make difcovcr'd truth's allociate ti-uths confefs : 
On plain foundations, which our reafon lays, sSo 

She can (lupendous frames of fcience raiie j 
Notion on notion huilt will towering rife. 
Till th' intellectual fabrics reach the ikies; 
The mathematic axioms, which appear 
Bv Scientific dcmOnftration clear, 
The mafter builders on two pillars rear : 
From two plain problems hy laborious thought 
Is all the wondrous fuperftruflure wrought. 

The foul, as n\ention*d, can herfclf infpe£t. 
By a£ts reflex can view her a£\:s dire£l} 290 

A taik too hard for fcnfe j for though tlie eye 
Its own reflected image can defcry, 
Yer it ne'er faw tlie fight by which it fees, 
Vifion can (hew no colour'd images. 

The mind's tribunal can reports rejeCl: 19^ 

Made by t^e fenfes, and their faults correft 1 
The magnitude of diftant Hats it knows. 
Which erring feiifc, as twinkling tapers, (hows 1 

P 2 Crookci 
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Crooked the (hape our cheated eye believes. 
Which through a double medium it receives; 30Q 

Superior mind does a right judgement make, 
Declares it ftraight, and mends the eye's miftake. 

Where dwells this fovereign arbitrary foul. 
Which does the human animal control, I 

Inform each part, and agitate the whole ? 305 J 

O'er miniflerial fenfes does prefide, 
To all their various provinces divide, I 

Each member move, and every motion guide, J 

Which, by her fecret uncontefted nod, ^ 

Her meflfengers the fpirits fends abroad, 3'® > 

Through every nervous pafs, and every vital road, J 
To fetch from every diftant part a train 
Of outward objefts, to enrich the bt ain ? 
Where fits this bright intelligence enthroned. 
With numberlefs ideas pourM around ? 315 

Where fciences and arts in order wait, 
And truths divine compofe her god-like ftatc ? 
Can the difTe^ling fteel the brain difplay, ^t% 

And the augud apartment open lay. 
Where this great queen ftill chufes to refide 
In intelle6lual pomp, and bright ideal pride ? 
Or can the eye, aflifted by the glafs, 
Difcern the ftrait, but hofpitable. place, 315 

In which ten thoufand images remain. 
Without confufion, and their rank maintain ? 

How does this wondrous principle of thought 
perceive the obje£t by the fenfes brought ? 
What philofophic builder will effay 330 

% nUes mechanic to unfold the way 

4 How 
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How a machine muft be difpos'd to think. 

Ideas how to frame, and how to link? 

Tell us, Lucretius, Epicurus, tell. 

And you in wit unrival (hall excel, 535 

How through the outward feufe the ohje£l: flics. 

How in the foul her images ai ife ; 

U^hat thinking, what perception is, explain; 

What all the airy creatures of the brain ; 

How to the mind a thought reBe£led goes, 34* 

And how the confcious eng+ncknows it knows. 

The mind a thoufand fkilful works can frame. 
Can form deep projects to procure her aim. 
Merchants for eaftjrn pearl and golden ore 
To crofs the main, and reach the Indian Ihorc, 345 
Prepare the floating Ihip, and fpread tlie fail, • 

To catch the impulfe of the hpeathing gale. 
Warriors in framing fchemes their wifdom ihow. 
To difappoint or circumvent the foe. 
Th* ambitious ftatefman labours dark defigns, 35^ 

Now open force employs, now undermines j 
By paths dire6t his end he now purfuej, 
By fide approaches now, and flanting views. 

See, how refiftlefs orators perfuade, 
Draw out their forces, and the heart invade; 355 

Touch every fpring and movement of tlie foul. 
This- appetite excite, and that control j • . 
Their powerful voice can flying troops arrefl, 
Contirm the weak, and melt th* obdurate bread ; 
Chace from the fad their melancholy air, 360 

Sooth difcontent, and folace anxious care. 

P 3 When 
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When threatening tides of rage and anger rife, 

Ufurp the throne, and reafon's fway dcfpife, 

When in the feats of hfe this tempeft reigns. 

Beats through the heart, and drives along the veins; 

See, eloqitente with force peyfuafive binds 

The reftlefs waves, and charnos the warring winds^ 

Rcfifllefs bids tunoukuous uproar ceaie. 

Recalls the calm, and gives the l)ofom peace. 

« Did not ihjc mind, on heavenly joy intent, 370 

The various kinds of harmony invent ? 

She the theorbo, fee the viol found. 

And all the moving melody of found ? 

She gave to breathing rul)es a power unkno\vn, 

To fpeak infpir'd with accents not their own j 575 

Ttught tuneful fons of mufic how to fing. 

How, by vibrations of th* extended ftring, 

And ipanag'd impulfe on the fuffering air, 

T' extort the rapture, and delight the ear.. 

See, how celeQial rea(on does command 389 

The ready pencil in the painter's hand ; 
Whofe ftrokes afFeft with nature's felf to vie, 
And with falfe life amufc the doubtful eye : 
Behold the ftrong emotions of tlie mind 
Exerted in the eyes, and in the face dcfign'd. : 5t>5 

Such is the artift's wondrous power* that wc 
Ev'n piftur'd fouls and colour'd paflions fee. 
Where without words (peculiar elo<iuence) 
The bufy figures fpeak their various fenfe. 
What living face does more diftrcfs or woe, ^9^^ 

More finifh'd fliarae, confufion, horror, know,. 
Than what the maders of the pencil ihcw ? 

Meaa 
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Mean time the chizel with the pencil vies j 
The fiOer arts difpute the doubtful prize. 
Are human limbs, ev'n in their vital ftate, 395 « 

More juft and ftrong, more free and delicate, 
Than Buonorota's curious tools create? 
He to the rock can vital inftin£ls give, 
"Which thus transform *d can rage, rejoice, or grieve : . 
His ikilful hand does marble veins infpire 400 

Now with the lover's, now the hero's fire ; 
So well th' imagined a61ors play their part. 
The filent hypocrites fuch power exerr. 
That palHons, which they feel not, they bcdow. 
Affright us with their fear, and melt us with their woe. 
There Niobe leans weeping on her arm : 
How her fad looks and beauteous forrow charm ! 
See, here a Venus fof t in Parian ftone ; 
A Pallas there to ancient fables known ; 
That from the rock arofe, not from the main, 410 

This not from Jove's, but from the fculptor's brain. 

Admire the carver's fertile encrj^y. 
With ravifhM eyes his happy offspring fee. 
What beauteous figures by th' unrival'd art 
Of Britifh Gibbons from the cedar ftart! 415 

He makes that tree unnative charms alfume, 
Ufurp gay honours, and another's bloom ; 
The various fruits, which ditferent climates bear. 
And all the pride the fields and gardens wear ; 
While from unjuicy limbs without a root 420 

New buds devis'd, and leafy branches, ihoot. 

As human kind can by an adt dirtft. 
Perceive and know, ihen reafon and reflect : 

P ♦ So, 
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So the Self-moving Spring has power to chufc, 
Thefe methods to rejeft, and thole to ufc s 4*5, 

She can defign and profecute an end, 

Exert her vigour, or her a6l fufpend ; 

Free from the infults of all foreign power. 

She does her godlike liberty fecure j 

Her right and high prerogative maintains, 430 

Impatient of the yoke, and fcorns coercive chains ; 

She can her airy train of forms difband. 

And makes new levees at her own command ^ 

O'er her ideas fovereign ihe prefides. 

At pleafure thefe unites, and thofe divides. 435 

The ready phantoms at her nod advance. 

And form the bufy rntelle£tual dance j 

While her fair fcenes to vary, or fupply. 

She iingles out fit images, that lie 

In memory's records, which faithful hold 440 

Objects immenfe in fccret marks inroU'd ; 

The fleeping forms at her command awake, 
. And now return, and now their cells forlake. 

On active Fancy's crowded theatre, 

As flie dire6ts, they riic or difappsar. 445 

Obje6ls, which through the fenfes make their way,, 

And juft imprefHons to the foul convey. 

Give her occafion firfl hcifclf to move. 

And to exert her hatred, or her love ; 

Ideas, which to fome impulfive fcem, 450- 

A6t not upon the mind, but that on them. 

When (he to foreign obje6ls audience gives, 

Their ilrokes and motions in the brain perceives^ 

As 
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As thefe perceptions, we ideas narfie, 

From her own power and a£live nature came, 455 

So when difcernM by intelleftual light, 

Herfelf her various paflions does excite, ^ 

To ill her Ivate, to good her appetite ; 

To fliun the firft, the latter to procure. 

She chufes means by free elective powerj 46^ 

She can their various habitutles furvey. 

Debate their fitnefs, and their merit weigh. 

And, while the means fuggefted fhe compares^ 

She to the rivals this or tliat prefers. 

By her fuperior power the reafoning foul 465 

Can each reluftant appetite control ; 
Can every pafiion rule, and every fcnfe. 
Change Nature's courfe, and with her laws difpenfc | 
Our breathing to prevent, (he can arreft 
Th* extenfion, or contraction, of the brcaft; 47* 

When pain'd with hunger, we can food refufc. 
And wholefome abftinence, or famine chufc. 
Can the wild bead his inflinft difobey. 
And from his jaws releafe the captive prey ? 
Or hungry herds on verdant paftures lie, 43^ 

Mindlcfs to eat, and refolute to die ? 
With heat expiring, can the panting hart 
Patient of thirft from the cool ftrcam depart ? 
Can brutes at will imprifon'd breath detain? 
Torment prefer to eafe, and life difdain > ^%9 

From all reftraint. from all compulfion free, 
Unforc'd, and unneceflitated, we 
Ourfelves determine, and our freedom prove^ 
When this we fly, and to that obje^l: move* 

Had 
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Had not the mind a power to will and chufe, 4J5 

One objeft to embrace, and one refufe ; 

Could Ihc not z(k, or not her aft fufpend. 

As it obftruftcd, or advanced her end j 

Virtue and Vice were names without a caufe. 

This would not Hate deferve, nor that Applaufe 5 490 

Juftice in vain has high tribunals rear'd, 

Whom can her femence punifli, whom reward ? 

If impious children (hould their father kill, 

Can they be wicked, when they cannot will ; 

When only caufn foreign and unfcen 495 - 

Strike with refifllefs force the fprings within. 

Whence in the engine man all motion muft begin 1 

Are vapours guilty, which the vintage hlaft? 
Are dorms profcrib'd, which lay the foreft waftc ? 
Why lies the wretch then tortur*d on the wheel, 5c© 
If forc*d to treafon, or compell'd to Real ? 
Why does the warrior, l)y aufpicious fate 
With laurels crownM, and clad in to'dcs of ftate. 
In triumph ride amidft the gazing throng 
Deaf with applaufes, and the Poet's long 5 505 

If the viftorious, but the brute machine 
Did only wreaths inevitable win. 
And no wife choice or vigilance has fhown, 
Mov'd by a fatal impulfe, not his own ? 

Should trains of atoms human fenfe impel, 510 

Though not fo fierce, fo ftrong, fo vifihle. 
As fol.diers awn'd, and do not men arrcll 
With clubs upheld and daggers at their breaftj 
Yet means compulfive are not plainer (hown, 
When ruffians drive, or conc^ucrors drag us on ; 51$ 

A* 
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As much we *re forc'd, when by an atom *s fway 
Contrord, as when a tyrant we obeyj 
And, by \Vhatever caufc conftrain'd to a£b. 
We merit no reward, no guilt contra£V. 

Our mind of rulers feels a confcious awe, 51^ 

Reveres their juftice, and regards their law. 
She re6litude and deviation knows. 
That vice from one, from one that virtue flows j 
Of thefe (he feels unlike cffefts within. 
From virtue pleafure, and remorfe from fin j 515 

Hopes of a juft reward by that are fed. 
By this of wrath vindi£i:ive fecret dread. 
The mind, which thus can rules of duty learn. 
Can right from wrong, and good from ill, difccrn, 
Which, the Iharp ftroke of juftice to prevent, 53^ 

Can Ihame exprefs, can grieve, reflcft, repent; 
From fare or chance lier rife can never draw^ 
Thofe caufes know not virtue, vice, or law.. 

Sl\e can a life fucceeding this conceive. 
Of blifs or woe an endlcfs ftate believe* 
Dreading the juft and univerfal doom, 
And aw'd by fears of punifhment to come^ 
By hopes excited of a glorious crown, 
And certain pleafures in a world unknown f 
She can the fond defires of fenfe reftrain, 5^ 

Renounce delight, and chufe diftrefs and painj 
Can rufli on danger, can deftruftion face, 
Joyful relinquilh life, and death embrace} 
She to afQi£led vinue can adhere. 
And chains and wane to profperous guilt prefer 1 541 

Unmoi'i^ 
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Unmov'd, thcfc wild tempeftufms feats furvey. 

And view fercnc this refllefs rolling fca. 

In vain the monftcrs, which the coaft infeft. 

Spend all their rage to interrupt her reft ; 

Her charmmg fong the fyren firfgs in vain, . 550 

She can the tui cful hypocrite difdain; 

Fix'd and uochriJigM the faithlefs world behold. 

Deaf to ito threats, and to its favour cold. 

Sages remark* we labour not to Ihow 

The will is free, but that the man is fo : 555 

For what enlighten 'd reafoner can declare 

Wl-a: human will and underftanding are ? 

Whac fcicncc from thofe objedls can we frame 

Of which we little know, befides the name ? 

The learned, who with anatomic art 560 

DilTcft the mind, and thinking fubftancc part, 

And various powers and faculties alFcrt, 

Perhaps by fuch abftraftion of the mind 

Divide the thing;?, that are in nature join*d. 

What mafters of the fchools can make it clear 565 

Thofe faculties, which two to them appear, 

Are not refiding in the foul the fame, ^ 

And not diftindt, but by a different name? 

Thuc has the Mufe purfued her hardy theme^ 
And fung the wonders of this artful frame, 57a 

Ere yet one fubtcrranean arch was made. 
One cavern vaulted, or one girder laid ; 
Ere the high rocks did o*er the fliorcs arifc, 
Oi fnowy mountains tower'd amidft the ikies ; 
Befoie the watery troops fil'd otF from land, 575 

And lay amidft the rocks entrenched in fand ; 

Before 
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Before the air its bofom did unfold, 

Or burnifliM orbs in blue expanfion rolPd 5 

She fung how Nature then in embryo lay. 

And did the fecrets of her birth difplay. et^ 

^ When after, at th' Almighty's high command. 

Obedient waves divided from the land; 

And ihades and lazy mifts were chac*d away, 

"While rofy light diffus'd the tender day 5 

When uproar ceas*d, and wild confuiion fled, |8c 

And new-born Nature rais*d her beauteous head; 

She fung the frame of this terreftrial pile. 

The hills, the rock-s, the rivers, and the foil; 

She view'd the fandy frontiers, which reftrain 

The noify infults of th' imprifonM main ; ^^d 

Rang'd o'er the wide difFufion of tlie waves. 

The moid coerulean walks, and fearch'd the coral caves* 

She then furvey'd the fluid fields of air. 
And the crude feeds of meteors fafhionM there ; 
Then with continued flight (he fped her way, 5^|{ 

Mounted, and bo)d purfued the fource of day ; 
With wonder of celeflial motions fung, 
How the pois'd orbs are in the vacant hung. 
How the bright fluiccs of aetherial light. 
Now fliut, defend the crajrirc of the night, 6cj4 

And now, drawn up with wife alternate care. 
Let floods of. glory out, and fpread with day the air* ^ 

Then with a daring wing flie foar'd fublimc, 
From realm to realm, from orb to orb did climb : 
Swiff through the fpacious gulph flic urg'd licr way, 60 j 
At length cmerg*d in empyrean day; 

Wlicte 
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Where far, oh far, beyond what mortals fee, 

In the void diftri£ls of immenficy, 

The mind new funs, new planets, can explore. 

And yet beyond can flill imagine more. 6 to 

Thus in bold numbers did th* adventurous Mufc 
To fing the lifelefs parts of Nature chufe j 
And then advanced to wonders yet behind, 
Rurvey'd and fung the vegetable kind ; 
Di3 lofty woods, and humble brakes review, 615 

Along the valley fwept^ and o'er the mountain ficw. 
Then left the Mufe the field and waving grove. 
And unfatigued with grateful labour ftrove 
To climb tb* amazing heights of fcnfe, and iing ^4 
The power perceptive, and the inward fpring 620 > 
Which agitates and guides each living thing. J 

She next eflfay'd the embryo's rife to trace 
From an unfa(hion'd, rude, unehannel'd rhafs :' 
Sung how the fpirits waken*d in the brain 
Exert their force, iind geqial toil maintain ; 625 

Ereft the beating heart, the channels frame, 
Unfold entangled limbs, and kindle vital flame 5 
How the fmall pipes are in meanders, laid, - 
And bounding life is to and fro convt-y'd ; 
iTow fpirits, which for fcnfe and motion ferVe, 6)0 
Unguided find the perforated nerve, ' • ^ 

Through every dark recefs purfue their flight, .. 

Unconfcious of the road, and void of fight', I 

Yet, certain of the way, ftill guide their motions right. J 
*^ From thence a nobler flight (he did cflay, 
The mind's extended empire to furvey. 
""' 7 Shi 
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She fung the godUke principle of thought, "I 

And how, from obje6ls by the fenfes brought, f 

The intclleflual imagery is wrought; "^ 

How ihe the modes of beings can difcem, 34^ 

A nice refpeft, a meer relation learn j 

Can all the thin abflra£led notions reach, 

Which Grecian wits, or, Britain, thine can teach. 

'^hus has the Mufe Urove to difplay a part 
Cf thofe unnumber'd miracles of art, 645 

Of prudence, conduft, and of wife delign, 
Which to til* attentive thought confpicuous (hinc. 

Still, vanquilh'd Atheifts ! will you keep the field. 
And, hard in error, ftill refufe to yiejd ? 
See, all your broken arms lie fprcad around, 650 

And ignominious rout deforms tlte ground ; 
Be wife, and once^ admoniih'dby a foe, 
Where Hes your (Irength, and where your weaknefs, know; 
No more at Rcafon** folemn bar appear. 
Hardy no more fcholaftic weapons bear; 655 

Diiband your feeble forces, and decline 
The war ; no more in tinfcl armour ihine ; 
Nor (hake your bullfufli fpears, but fwift repair 
To your (Irong place of arms, the fcofFcr's chair j 
And thence, fuppoited with a mocking ring, 66a 

Sarcadic darts and keen inve£live$ fling 
Againft your foes, and fcornful iat your feafts : 

Religion vanquifli with decifive jefts $ 
Arm'd with reCftlefs laUghter, Heaven afTail, : 

Relinquilh Rcafon, and let Mirth prevaiL 665 

Good Heaven! that men, who vaunt, ^ifccrningfight^ 
And arrogant from wifdom's dillant i.eighc 

Look 
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Look down on vulgar mortals, who revere ^ 

A Caufe Supreme, iliould their proud building rear ( 
Without one prop tlie ponderous pile to bear! ^ 

iHow much the Judge, who does in Heaven prefidc 
Re-mocks the fcoffer, and contemns his pride ! 
Behold, the fad unfufFerable hour 
Advances near, which will his error cure } 
When he compell'd ihall drink the wrathful bowl. 
And ruin'd feel immortal vengeance roll 
Through all his yeins, and drench his inmp(l foul. 
0*crwhelm'd with horror, funk in deep defpair, 
And loft for ever, will the wretch forbear 
To curfe his ma^f^efs, and blafpheipe the povv^r ,4^ 
Of his juil Sovereign, which he mpck'd b/sfore? 

Hail, King Supreme I of Power Immenfe Abyfs 1 
Tatber of Light I Exbaufilefs Source of Bliis ! 
Thou uncreated, JSelficxiftent CauCe, 
Control'd by no fuperior Being's laws, .4B^ 

£ric infant light effay'd to <lart the ray, 

SmiFd heavenly fweet, and try'd to kindle- day : 

JEre the wide fields of atl^r were difplay*d. 

Or filver ftars coeruiean fpheres inlaid ; 

£re yet the eldeft child of Time was born, 4^ 

Or verdant pride young Nature did adonLj 

Tnou art J and didft eternity employ 

In unmolefted peace, in plenitude of joy, 
Li its ideal franfte the world, defign'd 

From ages pad, hy finiih'd in thy mind. 695 

Conform to this <iiviud imagined plan. 

With perfcA art th' amazing woii; begas« 

Tty 
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Thy glance furvcy'd the folitary plains, 

Where ikapelefs (hade inert and fiient reigns ; 

Then in the dark andondiftinguifliVl fpace^ 

Unfruitful, uninclosM, and wild of face. 

Thy compafs for the world roark'd out the deftinM 

place. 
Then didft Thou through the fields of barren Night 
Go forth, colle^ed in Creating Might. 
Where Thou almighty vigour didft exert, 
Which emicant did this and that way dart 
Through the black bofom of the empty fpacc : 
The gulphs confefs th' omnipotent embrace. 
And, pregnant grown with elemental feed* 
Unfinifli'd orbs and worlds in embryo breed. 
From the crude mafs/ Omnifcient Architeft, 
Thou for each part materials didft feleft, 
And with a m after-hand thy world ercQ:. 
Laboured by Thee, the globes, vaft lucid buoys. 
By Thee uplifted, float in liquid ikies : 
By Thy cementing word their parts cohere. 
And roll by Thy impulfive nod in air. 
Thou in the vacant didft the earth fufpend. 
Advance the mountains, and the vales extend ; 
People the plains with flocks, with beafts the wood, 
And ftore with fcaly colonies the flood. 

Next, Man arofe at Thy Creating Word, 
Of Thy tcrreftial realms vicegerent lord. 
His foul, more artful labour, more refined, 
Ajid emulous of bright Seraphic Mind^ ^ 

Q^ Ennobled 
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Ennobled byTby Image, fpotlefs ihone, 
Prais'd Thee her author, and ador'd Thy thfooea 
Able to knovtr, admtrey enjoy her God, 
She did her high felicity applaud. 

Since Thou didfl all the fpacious worldt difpli^f 
Homage to Thee let all obedient pay. 
Let glittering ftars, that dance their deftin'd ring 
Sublime in iky, with vocal planets fing 
Confederate praife to Thee, O Great Creator King 
Let the thin diftrifts of the waving air. 
Conveyancers of found. Thy ikill declare. 
Let winds, the. breathing creatures of the ikies. 
Call in each vigorous gale, that roving flies 
By land or fea } then one loud triumph, raiie. 
And all their blads employ in fongs of praife. 

While painted herald-birds Thy deeds proclaiai. 
And on their fprcading wings convey Thy fame : 
Let Eagles, which in Heaven's blue concave foar. 
Scornful of earth fuperior feats explore, 
And rife with breads ere6i: againil the fun. 
Be miniilers to bear Thy bright renown. 
And carry ardent praifes to Thy throne. 

Ye iiih, aiTume a voice j with praifes fill 
The hollow rock, and loud rea£tive hill. 
Let lions with their roar their thanks exprefs. 
With acclamations ihake the wildemefs. 
Let thunder clouds, that float from pole to pole. 
With falvos loud falute Thee as they roll. 
Ye monilers of the fea, ye noify waves. 
Strike with applaufe the rcpcrcuiUvc cavei. 7^^ 

Let 
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Lee hatl and r«n» let meteors form'd of fire^ 
And lambent flames, in this bleft work confpire. 
Let the high cedar and the mountain pine 
Lowly to thee. Great King, their heads incline. 
Let every fpicy odoriferous tree 
Prefent its incenfe and its balm to Thee. 

Andthouy Heaven's viceroy o'er this world below, 
:'ln this bleft tafk fuperior aidour fhow : 
To view thyfelfy inBcGt diy reafon's ray. 
Nature's repleniih'd theatre furvey ; 
Then all on fire the Author's ikill adore. 
And in loud fongs extol Creating Power. 

Degenerate minds, in mazy error loft, 
May combat Heaven, and impious triumphs boafti 
But, while my veins feel animating fires, 
And vital air this breathing breaft infpires, 
Grateful to Heaven, 1*11 ftretch a pious wing, 
And iing His praife, who gave me power to ^g. 77^- 
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